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AGREEMENT and. hier aegs 


BRETHREN: 


Or, a þrief, Survey of 
The Judgement of Mr. F. G. and the Church | 
= of God walking with him, rouching theſe 
important Heads of Dodrine, 


1. Elefion and Reprobation. 
2. The Death of C ift. 
3- The Grace of God, in and about Converſion. 
4+ The liberty or power of the will,or of the Creature Mas 
8 as. The Perſeverance of the $ 2ints. 
{ BY Truly and plainly declaring the particulars,as well 
upon, as diſſented in, between them, and thei Chute 
tian Brethren of oppoſite ju errient to them 3 
ſome things about the ſaid Dot 
Together, with « ſhort toucls of Gun of the te ” g 
Grounds and Reaſons upon which "the {aid P = f 
z and Church cannot conſent in judgernene with po 21 ? 
Brethren about thoſe particulars (relating to t iz 
th. of Doctrine) wherein the SS © 4" 
et 
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Te in any thing ye be otherwiſe minted God ſhall DEP Ys: even 3, F 
' this unto al te whereto we liave already at- —os 
tained, let ws walk, by the ſame rule, let ms mindrie [ah 7 
thing, Phil. 3.15, 16 (TY Fo 
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"ADVERTISEMENT: 
| TO THE wah 


READER 
: Concerning the: enſuing | 
dee * re 
Gv0d Read er, 


ISS |. E"ſmall piece wow tn thy Bal 
® & vs (472 True conflruftion) only i 


2 lopetical and defenfive, and therefore 

\ we hope will nor be offentive wnto hte, 

x dr.-an) ether, Is ts lawful » yea, hd 

* Maney uf Unty, even for ay « fender,and 

- this wo mitrit of death it ſelf, n caſe 

. ha 'be wid4nly, and contrayy to-courſe of 

> Law, aſanltea, to riſe up in his might 
for | his own defence ; how much more 

© for him, that is conſcions to himſel * of 
ST) miſcarriage, but knoweth certalnly 

, #241 ſuch things are laid to his chavge, 
"fp hich he knowetch not ? Thouzh the 
greater" pars of the Bulk of theſe paw 
24? be beſtowed pon the juſtification of 
x "ON ONT 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
our ſelves in ſore Doftrines, ard Te- 
nents, which we own, and for the ewn- 
ing of: which (tigetber with a ed 
owning of many others) we' ſuffer in 
many mens" thoughis; words, and de- 
portments, relating to us, the penalty of 

erſops dvegly and dangerouſly erroneals, 
t #0t heretical) yet ib; 1s pot the right 
eye of -aur defgnin drawing up tht ac- 
count here prefented ante thee ; but 14- 
ther the waſhing of our hearts and hands 
#7 innocency before all the Worjg, 
from the' guilt of many enormous and 
ſome ridicutons , opinions, which ſome 
would: fain thruſt ints the Company aud 
 Retinue of theſe Tenents, winch we 
hold in oppoſition nnto them, hopeng by 
this means to diſparaze, and render theje 
the more obnoxious unto jealouſits. and 
prejudice in the minds of men, For are 
there uot ſore Miniſters, in, and abowt 
the City, ſo far from al Chriſtian inge- 
nutty, 4s (in 4 dangoage ſufficiently un- 
derſtood by their hearers) openly, and 
| from their Pulpits, to declatns againſt 
#5, 4 in our Dottrine of Election, de- 
afing the'God-head of the Father 4s 
| <1. denying the God bead of the Son, 
4s balding an cledFion of qualities, _ 
C*a thi | 145.46 8 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. - 
of perſons, unto Salvation, as exalting 
nature above. or agarnſt free Gract,as af- 
firming that men ty their own ftrength, 
and without the ſpecial Grace of Gad, 
, may repent, believes and be ſaved, as de- 
ming 4 power 1n God to bring to paſs 
bis intentions, (to omit many they par- 
ticulars, of like wicked and abſwrd im: 
port ) which not _ w_ our ſoul, 
but our Dadirines alſo, do as. much ab- 
, as themſelves, and mench mare than 
me of thetr Doltrines, 
To prevent ( for the future) the fon 
-of - ſlander ( or «t leaſt of .unadwiſed 
ſpteking) in others, who, through the 
upduc ſngocfitons of their Teachers, 
way [peak much evil of us, and our 
Dod#renes, falfly; and in or ſelves, the 
fin of leaving 4 pit uncovered , into 
which men muy very poſſohly fall, yes, 
and by falling receive much: prejadice 
and harm, we have drawn wp and pub- 
liſhed thus. brief model of our (caſe, as 
' well tw the negative , '\as affirmative, 
-about the five beads of Dottrene which, 
in ſome particalars relating to them, 
© 8r0 4 this dey ſolemnly controverted be- 
- Sweer us, 4134 many-of our Brethren, 
+ partgters many of them (we queſtion 
Y A 3 ma} 


The Epiſtle to che'Reader; 
wot ) of like 'precions* Faith "with us; 
Herein we have plainly and facthfully 
{eas far as God was pleaſed to affiſtrout 
gndcerſtanaihes and membries', mthe 
work) expreſſed under every .of the [aid 
Hends (-reſpetively ) + atl' the particn- 
lars of ' moment, where:n we-conſent '11s 
judgement. with them, as alſo wherein 
we difent from them." It is. wrry like 
there are. ſundry ther: particulars in 
either kind, which are not.here mentions, 
ea; but we ſuppoſe they are «ll depen- 
dent.'»fou,,aud reducthle unto; theſe, as 
\wonfequences or condiuftony are to'thte 
principles. or\ premiſes.” Henceforth 
(we rraft) that month of - wngodlinefs 
will. be ſtopped, which hath epenead't 
ſelf -wid®, againſt us ,to.charge. us'at 
peraduenture., if not. with the reertt 
and 'cainſaying' ef the» Conſcience be- 
[longing 10 its. It 4 an 
. »Amoneſs 'the particulars of Apree- 
ment , \when any thing 1s mentioncd, 
which may-poſſþkly (to fome) ſeems doubt- 
fol 08-001 Brethrens ſrde3 a5, wit. whe 
ther they coneur-with.us in:fuch a thine, 
or n10,:wer fpecifie (1n"thes Margon,) 
, ome Authentic Autharz cor other, ont, 
«wt more, knewn 10 be of yhetr judrement 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
in theſe controverſies, who aſſerteth it, 
rogether with direftion where the ſaid 
aſſertion is to be found in hjs wrangs. 
Concerning ſuch particulars of this ins» 
port, which are generally*known to be 
as well'the ſenſe of our Brethren, as ours, 
we contenw- gur ſelves with the. naked 
mention,00r- naming afou bigs. con 
Concerning the account we render of our 
Fudgement,in thoſe particulars, wherein 
we diſſent, 4s we conctive) from" ous 
Brethriny weeds it, partly by Scripture, 
partly by prow#d & argument dtherwiſes 
& in both we(according t0the exigunoy 
of our purpoſt tn theſe papers) are wery 
brief, ſometimes - only "pointing 'at"\4ht 
_ Scriptares, which we \bueld.upon, and no 

where inſiftive long upon avy © and for 
our argitments otherwiſe, we-rather ſhove 
tbeir heads" only, than'the juſt propot+ 
tons bf- their bodirs, - Only for (neh, 


. 
% . 


both Scriptures; and Ar7uments, whith 
have been wore throwghly diſcuſSed' ty 
4*Treatiſe- not long iſinge publiſhed ' by 
dre of ws, entitled, Redemption Re- 
deemed, : we iy our' CMargent, and 
fomuatimes in the page itſelf, refer thee 
ts the particular placts of their maſpe- 
tive diſen(fions. We drm” here in+ 
| A 4 meddie 


: 
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 ag4bitfþ, aur Pleadings from Scriptave, ur 
other Arguments; nor with any Argue 
ment lewed by chews is defence of their 
Opinions, beth theſe being eccentrical 48 
eur prefavs deſigns and |tudued) inconr 

fent with tht brewing reſaluad apon by 
tl, Only we cancerue that it way (pro- 
bobly) bereafter, fall in the way of ſame 
#f ue 10 diſcourſe ant ſenſe concerning 
rtham, aud ta Yioadrcate both our Serip- 
tare pleas, and athers, from all' preju- 
fire or epnoyanee by them. 


If any mans heart ſball flir him up te 


make anſwer to what is bere argued and 
pleaded by ws;euher from the Scriptures, 
er otherwiſe, in juZ#ifcation of our dife 


fentings from our Brethrev, inthe Heads - 


of Doirine ſpecified (in 1he title of theſe 
Papers) own defire to bim, is," 1. That if 
be defires ether eur ſatisfaGion, or re- 
ply, he will pleaſe to give. 4s. fair aud 


Chriſtian Langaoge, as here he recetves. © 


For it # ad lightly poſſible that: ay 
Rabſhecah ſhould ſatisfic us; aor on 
bable that we ſhall ſo much 45 dtteonpt tn 
ſattsfie him, by any reply, 2. Fhen he 
ſhall, is the conſe of hs. anſwer, come. 
| | fo 


The-Epifilsto the Reader: | 


jaion med by our 'Adverſaries, either ., 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, ' 
=\ ##dect che fuch , . either proofs from 
(x a ather, Arguments, to. the 
fuller. and larger debate mbertof. elſe- 
perry fe he my ry oppoſe, 
& a is there 
already noo a. 

able ſub flantially za refute. t 
favs. pps, wot That be wull 
af; ai. ſ-wgenzoeſl J, 45 10 roubl, 

es #5 or others, with inopertinencies 
wnder the: name. of anſwers z.or mith 

® } ſbch. notions inflead. of replies, which 
his own. Conſcience ſhatl tt 1 him are. but 
evaſens, and ſhifts, and which he knaw- 
a bimſelf bow to anſwer and ſatis- 


7 he 6bief Oracles which we have con- 
ſultes about this great ſoul-concernt- 
ment, our forſaking eur Brethrens De- 
Frine, which we ſometimes embraced 
with them, in the particmlars ſpecified 
in theſe papers, were theſe twas. 1. The 
nature and attributes of God, 4s they are 
plarnly. written and aſſerted, as mell 1s 
the Book of Nature, 65 of Grace. .2..T 5t 
intereſt of true Godient(s » ſufficiently. 
ftated and declared in beth Books like 
wiſe, thawgh with mare lightſomneſs axa 
4 in tbe ae, Aud _ uy 
eHeTE, 


, unleſs withal, be be 


ay 


WP 


| This Epiſtle £0 the Reader, 
beliewt,' that if Yhow wilt tay the ſunt 
ear of 4 6 tonſcientions” wnpre] wlicareneſs 
45'c Poſe'to them, ts we \hawoe done; \3b0w- 
wilt\be4r thew ziſtintth advcipifht my 
and adyrfing the alſo, ts flrer the fa 
courſe. with 'ns, \Far be * from x Hy 
ebirot" any of on?" nations 'npon. rÞvt 
or any other 11: we #efire 4 trbefry i, 
judging for our fehot5>* and therefdre 
cammor reaſonably Proeribe unto" oMtrs; 
Nor dat we fo muD as adviſer thee tþ 
arinÞ of 'onr wat 05> inlefs the Bawrſh 
them 'f/0s the' fans Fountain with 1 35% 
. The Lord Chriſt rather" reproved” by 
wh#ful8itd him by that" honguntbte 742 
ze of, Good, as.ns! knowing (Ft ſeems) 
a firyfietrnt gromt for farh « faburdyi- 
LE Veliewilie Bind i be” Gol, Mat, 
F9:17.* Nor ao wt defive thints' 'or uy 
mars Pitreving or complementat ene 
of- our Aurtoins for Trath. " 1f "thog 
thtar not* upon rhebr" fomndations,, Fhow 
FR nz 00t 16" their 'olory ne Res | 
canſff thin with: tgenurty of" Conſt: 
exce, ey bex think, or fptak, worthily bf 
them. "\Trath dttie rerh lietle ty the 
fon! aeF * countenaneey of ' men: w7tel. 
fhe bath ferured 1heiy fudge merits; and 
of I her FT, wc in thtir - under fSamihe 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
ings. But this we'tan with all' gaadl 
ſurances unform: thee, tomcern 
that well ayend "he will bez any 
mans charees that \ſhll travel nh ſhe 
through the World ;, thou 17h we anffoOn- 
feſs witbat, that many times "ber com- 
pany is very coftly,”-But what ſhe \ſpents. 
þ tn fibwer, ſhe'repaystn gold; "and aith 
I ws mbbidge andrurnts of mens RIES 
friends, ' and Yortines; in the” Wand, 
butlas' up thetr” Conſciences with this 
bY peace, which paſſeth all anderſumirg, 
ro | und with that Joy which i Mn 
os full of glory. \ | 
Neither ſhall if be any matter of Bf 
Jonn#penven} or diſcontent unto ws th tht 
leaſt; that the generality of men. whrther 
ltarvid;or otheri, cannot preſently come 
pore 4 judgement with us about the De- 
#rines held: forth 474 avourheu w theſe 
Papers, Nov is that weakneſs mt men 
which oar ſaviour taketh knowledge of 
| (Luke 5.39.) any effence at all umto us 
4nour taſe. No'man having drunken 
old wine, ſtraight-way defireth mew- 
$-for.-he faiths The old 1s better.- We 
.confoder. that'\as mens bodies muſt harve 
-# competent tome allowed them for a ne- 


yu of as from padre: 0 


another, a! apt from at, fo muſt thei 
minds and underflandings aiſs, far are- 
gular and man-like quitiing of a former 
epirion, beld with any tolerable degree of 
probakility, to take up anotber oppoſite to 
/ ttinits Head, We aur (elves were net 
| ſuddenly, nor withoub. many 4 looking 
back tawaras our former Opinions, nor yet 
without many 4 going about them 
befare we left them, built up 11 that 
Faith, mbcrein we now ſtand, end for 
the entertainment whereof, we have. u6t 
exly forſaken many of our Brethren in 
the way of thetr Fudgements, but per- 

fons neerer unte us thanthey, we mean, 
our ſelves. Notwithſtanding we are full 
of this belief and expeRaiion, that with- 
in the compaſs of a few years, if vat ſoon- 

et, there mill be as great 6 change inthe 

greateſt part of the preſent Oppoſers of 
theſe our DodFrinesas there-mas in Paul, 

when the Churcbes of Fuadea heard this 

of 129, T hat he which perſecuted us 
m. times paſt, now preacheth the 

Faith which once he deſtroyed, (Gal. 

F. 23s) well knowing, tht it is the- 04- 

ture 4nd property of Truth, having 6 
convenient time allowed her for the ex- 
plaity to deal-with errorsy 65 Moles bn 
| "turns 


. The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
| turn'd intv's Serpent, did by the vods & 
the Egypti hey raped rad [7 Fl 
vourtd them. a 1 
We are auwilling (god: Readlir) 30 
ſarchwrge thy patience; otherwiſe we 
had ſeveral other things relating to the 
baſineſs before rhet, and very worthy thy 
cognizance, to have imparted anto thee z 
eſpecially concerning that dangerous ge- 
neration of men amongſs us, who ſhut 
up the Kingdom" of Heaven 'vgainſt 
- men, whilſt they pretend to open it anto 
. . 
them © for they neither enter them- 
ſelves, neither ſuffer they them that 
are entring to go in, But we ſhall 
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n, | diſmiſs thee (at preſent) with theſe few 
HY advertiſements already given, only fol- 
v-i| lowing thee with our fervent and ub* 
p- || feigned prayer unto God-, that he will 
be | keep thee from onr errors, and nes fofſt 
of | men to keep thee from any his precione 
I Truth with us, - 
6 | | 
1s Thy Cordial Friends and well- 
: millers in Chriſt, 

f John Goodwin, John Price, 

408 | Thomas Lamb, Daniel Taylor: 

p _ "George 


moat, Joba D Dy e , 7 
William Allen.  'Jof. Hu:chinfoo, 
Rickwd Arnald, Thomas Taſlel; 


Willam Godtrey.. George Cook: 
| Henend Brend. Samuel Sowrhen, 


Tr.the name, aud by the eſe, 
f the Church. 


| ——— —_—— 
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Tn the Agpecrien & Diftencs of Frathied: 
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kne 4+ for diſcorent, read diſſer- 


; nent. p-14. 1.1333, for-Plal.S, 15. x. Pla, 
I645-p-34- 1.31. for di pondency, r. deſpon- 
«P:. $2. in the marg. for Foh:5. 3, 4. r. 


Pub. 5:34-p; 101. 16; for Rom. 6.21.T.Roms 
$. 28-P+ 114. 1.20.for rhean, r-tmeant; p, 133+ 


yew-rupch r. that, % 
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ERRATA. «+ 
Tn the Pagans Dehz and Donry. 


Po I» line ele. after of, r. 2. p. 2+]. 1, after with, r.in, 
P-9- 1.28, tor falfe;r. falſe. p. 25-in the marg. laft L, 
but two, for #cmporaljs, 7. 1 mperales, p. 35-16 the marg. 
| x. for promitit, r. promitiat. F+ 44+ 1. 23. 1Or pguybv), re 
Wen. pgs. 1. zo. lor azgtouAry ie, T1. a3oaTt 
Are. p.57. 1. 26. for 1 Jeb. 5, 231-1 Jeb-3. 23, p. 67. 
L.12. for Fob, 14,15,16. 1. Job. 14. 16,17>p:72.). 20. for 
aSas, I, 15 aS. Miſ-pointings xcquie pardon of counſe. * 


EIPHNOMAXI A. 
uk THE 

\ Agreement and Diſtance | 
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CHAP. I. 


Conctrning the Dotrive of  Elefion 
and Reprobation.. 


&A- Bont this, our Brethten anid we agxee Particulars of 
in theſe Particalars. 7. ah ON I 
I. That the Scripture expreſly boldeth; forth, | 
and aſſerteth, > DD Eleni, and _ hag 
a Decree alſo of Reprobation, in God. 
2. That theſe Decrees were in God from Eter- 
nity, or before the Foundations of the World 
were laid. 
3+ That both theſe Decrees, as well as alt 
others attributable unto Gad, are really and 
ſimply God" himſelf. 
4+ That theſe Decrees, as all others in God, 
are like God bine, abſolutely immutable | 
and unchangeable. | "_ 
| B 5. That ' 


. Le&. 1. De 
_ abſoluts De, 
OYe'0. 


Parriculars of 
Dif nt abovr 
the firſt Head 
of Dodatrine. 


ernty. 
FE a Dr. Prideaus 6. That God brally Eleftth, and 


- alinall 
Reprobateth, only wn Lime, and uot from 


Et ry av r 
7. Mo BNGlaed op $196 | 2Iready Btovted, 
and that will be Elebigd bereafter, y wo ca 


wife of #hoſg-#! b 

W174 wr nf hab 
known unto Cod 

8. That there can-#0 moving cauſe from wine 
out, or 1n the, creature, be aſſigned of Go 
Decree, either © of Elton or Reproba- 
210% 

9. Thar the end'of the Decree of. ElefGion, 3s 
the RE or praiſe. of. the rich and 
free Grace of God. ] 

10." That God, when he: Eledeth unto Sol-B « 

J 
] 


vation, doth not Eled Ss _ Perſons 
only. - 


The particulars wherein we diſſent about e 
this Hon: ot Dodtrine, are theſe. e 

I. Wethold and teach; That God hath | 
not decreed from Eternity to Elec. anyf} » 
perſon of Mankind, upon any terms, ibuth TD 
that, incaſe he hveth to years of diſcaetiqn; 
he may very pollibly petiſh, notwithſiand- 
ing any. ſnch:Decree; Our Brethren hold 
"+ Veba cantrary« . 

2, We hold, That Godhach My 


\ . 


: | fn Ln 
Ecayaicy; the any per- 

= mankind, aonkieag Ba ra who © 

or not very\pothb! ys EodeE3 R 


oy: +notwith(} and ing 1 nach I 
hold A ear yur ot, R 

erni againſt the 

m— exclading far pro yr ot. ns 
Salvagion. Os. Brechren hold, che con» 
grarys ri! ni 2etr 

3- Wehold, That ac God bara der 

Repxobation. of any-ln 

oe Kerb of achual fn. Qur. Eras 


affcm.it, ... 1-8 

e. 4- We hgld, That Faith and. en 
patticalay;parſons, arq aa8ſhthe-traits eff 

"offs of, -E lecionbut on-rat 


_ | yt of cheſe,, [The ſenſe of: = 
2} 3s herein al contrary tojug. -/ 
nd 5 We-bqlds That the: oly: Decree ig 
Elan, thar can be; aſſartes. trom, 
ol-F Scriptures, is this, {tor ſubſiance; and effec) 
ons Whoſoever believeth, ſhall be PR the on- 
& ly Decree. of Reprobatipn,- this3/3/hoſo- 
ever belieuethy not; ſhall. be: domnne Our Bre- 
outY thren cannot-{(it ſcems) wy" 1S- 18 
'F %ither.. --; ft | 
ahb( 5. we bold; That the Latent at leaſt (he 
primary or antecedent Intent-gf Gad inhis 
Decxee ;of: Reprobation.; 'is:the Salyation, 
not the Condemnation, ot; MEV-- Qur Bre- 
"LM differ, much om. us, 1n- ths like- 
"Wi 
\:rReaſons; of our Diſlen inches parti 


ccapm + ./ \calars, are, 


\'V A E 1. We 


; Ss > "al 
UF. is 
« & 
Reaſons of 
. Dillenrt in the 


firſt particular, | 4d 


IO 


of p Show and oy 
r. We Thar the' thr@@ih 

na fo Seriptu BG 
aſt Belicvers, in caſcof Apoltacy, 
'afide"irito any 'the'whics of the 
"of "the Wore 25well a5 7 inft 

odly'8 uribel ieving)"toBe ablohitely 
Kotha &tt "With" as eory Tritent n 
Him that his: theeateneth, eſpecially with a 
ſignification of fuch an Intent in him; unt6 
choſe whouye this threatened 'by him, to 
confer: Sa: fi6n tern therii;''See Fxek. '8. 
447 M}.548, +5. compared! with-verſ.'r. 
Rom. 8. 13, comparcd with Rom. 146, 73. 
(with many pho 'places'df -ike' iniport. 9 
Bveri4s' "i'a very ſebſeſefs'part in 
4Fathor,'to BW his child'a>dmipleat af 
Gitence utider 'hatld and: ſeal, bat he will 
make him his Hei, againſt lf poſſible in+ 
iervearehtealighadidevers ahdyet p reſent- 
Ty cHieaterrain, that anleſ3 he ſhall behave 

(elf unifely,” he! will certainly aif- 
Ihherit Himp4'n) 2 
-v\\, \WeJudge!' That itn taſs any perſon 
otId ah o eternal lifs\\from Frer- 
Hityby any Deeree of God, that:there is 19, 

poſſibility of his miſcarrying, there were no 
riceſſſey o8-6ecafion of | Chrifts dymg "for 

[ For wereafihot conceive how an 
more Juſt, &quitable, or compleat titte yo an 
inheritance 6rpoſſeiſion, ſhoald*recrue tins 


nigh 


to any mh, -rhan'+ by che adjudication” of : 


the. fame unto him, by ſuch a perſon, who' 


hathzan' abſokite-and anqueſtionable* right! 
to diſpoſe of the ſame as he-pleaſeth, and* 


to 


res, denoimced to 


# ” 
| and Reprohation. 
Of. , (3 # 3 ; hs 


to confer jt upon, whom he will.  So-that 
qur ſenſe +is,'Fhat ſuch ap. Election is,ex- 


cxeamly 4njurigus to the death/of,Chrift, and 
utterly diflo]yeth the necellity of it.'e . 


4 See more of 


3» We judge ſuch an Eledtion, to be: an chis, Redemp... 
opcu | Enenue; unto.. Godlineſs, and confes tion Redeened, 
quently to be Anti-Evyangeheal, inaſmuch P: 461+ 


as the Goſpel, is'(accordingito the Apoſtles 
definition, or deſcription.of 1it.)- 4 Dodlrine 
according unto Godlmneſs, i. e- calculated; and 
contrived in all the veins, parts, and mem- 
bers of it, tor the adyancement of GodlineſF 
in the World. For we cannot conceive but 
that ſuch a notion- as this planted in_the 
Jadgements and Souls of men,' pix», that if 
the uttermoſt of what they are able toido, 
ja ſerving and pleafing God,will fave them; 
the Jowelt and lightett ſtrain, or degree im 
either, will as certainly do it alſo, which is 
the natural and expreſs refulty,or conſe-; 
quence of ſuch an Election) muſt! needs: 
make men -very remils, looſe,;and ipdiffery! 
ent in the ſervice of God: -For who wilt 
firain and toyl himſelf 1g running for ſuch 
a prize, which he knows he ſhall as certainly. 
obtain, by going an caſie, ſoft, and ordinary 
pace? , t 
\ 4« We conceive that fuch a notion of Ele-; 
Qian as. we now oppoſe, laies the! honour, 
yea, and far the greateſt, part,'(,ib not the 
whole) of the nece{hity of that great? Qr- 
dinance, of God; the Miniſtry! of the 4Gob- 
pel,in the.duſt.. For if the, Ele&'({ called), 
ſhall as certainly be fave (and EOURGUERe!Ys 
bike 3 © 


1 Tim, 6, 3. ; 


" Of Eliflion and Reprobrtion. 
be prepared an4'made tmett For Salvation: 
for without this'no man ſhalf be'{aved, ) by 
4 weak,” fitnple}, yea or" torftipt' Miniſtry 
” , yea, arid'this'(it may be) enjoyed"bnt 4 day 
+ --' of two'in all mans life, or leofly and neg- 
»  HlHgentlyattended'upon whilſt it may be had, 
as well as by a Miniftry-learned, lively, and 
faithful, and 'the moſt diligent and con- 
fcientious attending hereon, wherein is the | 
Miniſtry"of the Goſpel to be eſteemed ? Or 
of what gxcat conſequence unto the World, 
are the richeſt gifts, as of wiſdom, knows 


tkedge; underſtanding, utterance, faithful- , 


nels, zeal, &c.' for the Miniſtry of the Goſs 
pel/if al-thoſe' who are in any poſhbility 
of 'beingdaved by them," may, and ſhall as 
certainly be ſaved wichotit them? Or upott 
- what azcount can men be urged and preſſeq' 
by Miniſters; as commonly they are, to 's 
frequent; 'dihgent, coriftant, ſerious, care- 
ful, and eofiſcientious artendance npon the' 
Miniſtry; if -Salvation', and conſequently, 
. yes '4nd meetnels: for' Salvation, 
Ihall-as cextainly be obtairied, by a broken; 
careleſs;-and 'perticial attendance in this 
kind ?*- & bz 310! 21h 441 'E 
- $.Such an EleRion as we contend againſt; 
we-jadge tobe” moſt unworthy- the: moſt 
excellent Nature of God,and' at manifeſt 
defiance! withfundry his greateft Attributes 
ayd) PerfgFions y a5; viz Wiſdom, Holi- 
refs; Mercy; Juſtice,” & c- Wethallinftance' 
only ut the two former (at preſent ; ) Such! 
an Elc&ion-1s ihconſifteftt with his Wi 


dom, 


_— P 


Sdn. os gt its. bg 
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\ againſtall poſ 
Br repentance for their offence ?,' Again, 
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Of "Eleflion' and Reprobunion. 


- dombecauſtir ſuppoſeth him(o project ſuch 


a deſign for the manifeſtation of his: Grace, 
Mercy, (as alſo. of his. Juſtice) which is.un- 
proper and diſſervent herennto, For, doth 
it argue any foveraign or high ſtrain, any 
ſuper-abounding richneſs of grace or mezcy 
in any man, when ten thouſand perſons 
have equally. offended him, only to-pardon 
one or two-of them, and make theſe great, 
and in the mean time implacably refolve to 
puniſh, yea,. torment all. the reſt to the ut- 
moſt extremity of their demerit, and this 

fble interveniency of ſorrow 


ſuch an EleQtion we conceive to. be noto- 


" riouſly jnconſiftent with the Holineſs of 


God, becauſe-it repfeſenteth him unto the 
World, as irreverſibly refolved to make on- 
ly a few. perſons ( comparatively) happy, 
and this whether they ſhall labour and fpia, 
or no, and to leave the generality or great 
body of mankind in fuch'a condition of 
deſpair, wherein it is. not lightly poſhble 
that their hand ſhould be ſtrengthened un- 
to holineſs. And doubtleſs 1t is repugnant 
unto holineſs in any perſon, eſpecially unto 
Holineſs in any great exaltation, to go fv 


to woitk-in any kind, as to. dikcourage the 
far greateſt part of men in the World about 


hun trom hojxeſs, or te put.them into ſuch 
a condition, wherein it 15,not-poſſhble for 
them to be:holy. How mych'more, in caſe it 
be ſuppoſed that this man. hath an opportu- 


nity before him to give them all high and 


B 4 worthy 
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and Reprobation 
. 


convenience to himſelf? 1:0 

"118, We read bat only of one- Dectee of 
Ele&ion ir{'the ' Scriptures: 'whereas we 
jadge that ſach a kind of Election,” as our 
Brethren hold forth in oppoſition to us, 
ſippoſeth as great a number of - Decrees of 
Election "as there are perſons to' be' Ele- 
ed. For Peter's EleQion ( for example”) 


doth not include; or ſuppoſe either David's - 


or Abraham's Ele&tion. So that unleſs Da- 
vid (and ſo' Abraham) be Elected, by a De- 
ctee of EleQion' appropriate to'himfelf, hg 
"cannot be Gippoſed, according to-that forth 
of 'Ele&tion which we are now breaking ih 
pieces, tobe Elected at all. Nor can it rea- 


ſonably be'faid, that the whole number of 


the Ele&, how many ſoever they be, may 
be all included in one and the fame Decree 
of  Ele&tion, unleſs it be ſuppoſed that this 
one'is equivalently, and in ſabftance, many; 
Which we' concerve” cannot be / proved of 
that Decree of Ele&ion, which the Scrip- 
ture countenanceth. | t 
- 9. Weconceive, that all the paſſages and 
Texts 'of Scriptare, which 'our Brethren 
arc wont-to produce and argue for the eſta- 


bliſhment of their EleQion, as Rom: 9. 17, 


12, &c. AF. 13. 487 Eph. 1.4, 11,8&c. (with 
the reſt ) are-meetly irrelative to ſuch a put- 
poſe; all forced againſt their native and pro- 
per imports (reſpe&tively) to ſerve in this 
warfare, being: all very capable of aryore 


ortho= 


wwotd + econ 4 gates 1ts unto Holineſs, ad 
YOON the Teaft loſs, prepudice, 'or in- 
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"Of :Elollian, aud, 1 Les 
orthodox, fair; and Chriſtian In 


 0n, than that which. they make { _ 


to their. Opinzon, 

$..,We, find no competent, ag Yo -na 
tolerable fatisfation'in any of thoſe Argus, 
ments, which our Brethren are wont to levy 
and inſiſt, upon for. the - defence: of _ their 
Doctrine of Eledtion; and judge in, oux 
Souls and Conſciences that we.are able to, 
giye.a rational, fair, and Chriſt;an, account 
of. their ;nſufficigncy and weaknels. 

9. Laſily, We are the more confirmed 
in our diſlike of. theix Opinion. about Ele- 
Gion, becauſe we very. frequently find, and 
mect with, from the. pens and mouths 0 
thoſe that are counted. pillars of the ſaid 
Qpinion, ſuck-things, _ are palpably, 
inconſiſtent therewith : which, tous plainly 
ſhews, that their Do&rine of Ele&ion en 
cumbreth -and thwarteth many, wholſom 
and neceſſary, Truths/in Chriſtian Religion, 
and that many orthodox. and. worthy Do- 
drines cannot be-pertinently and effeually 
managed, without the influence and- aid of 
this qur - Principle, That there is no Elc- 
Qipn, or Degree of Election, of. particular 
perſons.as ſuch, but only of an cntire ſpecies 
of- men, from Eternity. 


Four diſſent im the ſecond particular Reaſons of 


expreſſed, ſorne of our Grounds and Rea- Difſerr in the 
{ſecond __ 


{ons, axe theſe, 
--1-. We judge, that when God profeſleth car 
thus, I bave no pleaſure in the death of hing 


chat dy a3-agd again, when he interro- a Exth 18.31, 


45%'s 0 ates 


- - 


Re” gates thus : Have T any 'pleaſure at all thay | 
pres Yom tr 


y 
Should return from bis waits,  and-live # 
| b Verſe 23: _b And: yet again,” when he' protefteth 
E | and fweareth, 4s F live,  T have #» plea- 
3 fire in the” death of ' the wiched, but that 
/ CEze&, 33.11, the Wicked turn From bis way, and livec; | _ 
we judge (we fay) that the ever gracious | | 
and bleſſed God doth not in any of, much | - 
leſs in all theſe paſſages expreſs himſelf 
ironically, or antiphraftically, but declareth | + 
his very heart and foul towards, and con- 
cerning wicked men 1m general : and con- Þ - 
ſequently that ſuch: profettions and prote- | \ 
ſtations from him as theſe, are Genally in-| - 
comportant with any purpole or intention | : 
in him from Eternity to deſtroy chem, or | + 
any of them, confidered as men,-yea, or | - 
ſimply as wicked, unbelieving, or impent- | + 
tent, but only as perſevering ſuch unto the | 
end which yet' no Decree of his neither I} - 
doth any ” waies necethtate them un-}} | 
to. * | 
2, We judge alſo, thoſe moſt pathetical, I + 
affe&ionate, and bowels-breathing wiſhes, Y | 
or defires of God for the peace and- proſ- 
perity cven of the vileſt and worlt-deſer- 
ving'men, mentioned Dent. 5. 29. Pſal.81. 
13, 14, Oc. Iſa. 48. 18. Fer. 44-4. Mat-23- 
37. to be utterly incontiftent with ſuch a 
bowel-lefs.and mercileſs Reprobation- of far 
the greateſt part of mankind, as our Bre- 
thren allow and teach. 
3." We conceive ſuch a Reprobation to 
con- 
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againſt her 


hath planted in the natures off alF-living 
creatures towards their "young ones,” the 


Ofrieh only excepted of whoſk berdening 
'opes;/ 08 if they were ot bers, 
God himſelf grveth this account; Becauſe God 
bath deprived her of wiſdom; neither bath he | 
imparted unto ber” underſtanding. a" '$o that 4 qob. 3 9.16, 
we'cannot but judge,that they chat go about 17. 
tofaſten ſuch a Reprobation upon God, as : 

we oppoſe, make him altogether unlike that 

eart of his workmanſhip or creation winch 

himſelf moſt commendeth, and moſt like 

that only part of it, on which himfelf hath 

ſet 3 peculiar brand of ignominy and folly, 

and this in reſpe& of that very property, 

which fuch a Reprobation as we ſpeak of 
chargeth upon him. "IA 4 

"4. We conceive, that if all living crea- 

tures he propenſe in afte&ion, tenderneſs, 

and care tor the preſervarion of thoſe which 

receive being from; and are propagated by 

them, and God be as hard of /bowels, an 
asimplacably bent upon the eternal ruine 
and'torment of the far greater part of men, 

who are all lineally d<fcended from him 
through the-loyns of Adam, who'was his 

Son” (Luke 3. 38.) and this without, and 

betore any cauſe given by themy a5 our Bre- 

threns Do&rine of Reprobation clearly ren- 


dreth him to bezthoſe cre itures of his would 


rather be a diſhonour;prejudice,/& reproach 
"Rr | unto 


God. Now we judge-it cealy unpolitble, ' 


that any perſon ſhould at the ſame time be 
in an, cftate of righteouſneſs, ,or of gracg 
and favour with God, and-yet under a.ſc- 
vere Decree of Reprobation. alſo. '$9 that 
we cannot hut conceive ſuch a Decree. of 
Reprobation from Eternity, as our Brethren 
maintain, to be a meer and plain impolibi- 
iky. 

6. Beſides, all-particular, perſons of man- 
kind were in God himſelf, and in him only, 
CI mean, in the ſecret of his Will and Pow- 
cr). before. they. were in _Agam, and con- 
{equently., were nothing; really but God 
himſelf, according-to the known Maxim 
univerſally received by Divinesz. Quicquid 
zn Deo eft, Deus eſt ; whatſoever 1s in God, 
15 God., So'that if any perſon'or perlons.of 
' mankind, were Reprobated, cr decreed 'to 
deſtruction from Eternity, they mult bg 
conceived to. lye under this decree, whilſt- 
they were | yet . only in., God himſelf, 'and 
conſequently, whilſt they were nothing _ 
Go 
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Of BOG nd Reprobulion 
Goth himſelf And {6 Ged ſhould be, as well 
the object, as the ſabje@;; of his own Re 
robation': which:we'judge to be a kind of 

ermous impoſſibility 3'or at leaſt ſhould 
lie under this his Decree, which mends the 
matrer-very little. -- ff 509 
1:4, We further conceive, that ſuch a De- 
eree of Reprobation clearly overthrows the 
very foundatian and ſabſtance of | the- Goſ- 
ps breaks the very heart and foul- of it. 
For we cannot- underſtand how 'God can 
fairly; or with ſimplicity of Truth; :ſay-an- 
fo'all and every iperfon-of mankind reſpe- 
@rvely, If how believeſh, thou ſhalt be" ſaved, 


incaſe it be ſuppoſed: that. any of thern lie 


under a peremptoi irreverſible Decree 
of od rey ſo, impothble it-is 
that they ſhould be faved; yea; though they 
ſhould believe. | LO na 
8. We conceive that all- thoſe moſt ſweet 
and gracious applications (frequent inSerip- 
ture) made/by God-unto the generality of 
wicked and impenitent' perfons,” in  ad- 
moniſking, exhorting, inviting: them-to6 
Repentance, and this by a moſt loving and 
free tender of all the-great | and precious 
Promiſes unto them, by way of encourage» 
ment thereunto, 'to be notoriouſly r1ncon- 
fitent with: our Brethrens Decree .of Re- 
probation, And'that they who. make God 
tb fpeak' ſo graciouſly, and ſo much to'the 
hearts 'of men, with-4 ddomful Decree' of 
Reprobation ' in his ibreaſt againſt 'them, 
make him, like the worſt and vildſt of men, 
even 


- Of Wlliapiand Renbailes 
even ſuchias Dovidtdeſcribeth The words 
| of bis mouth'were 'ſuether hes butter, but 
way; iWas in - his. beant;: | bis words (wire 
ſofter\tban. ayl; yet whrd they drawn: Je 
Plal.'55. 21 |, 21 
9. We judge our Brethiens Dodving of 

*Reprobation, 'not to-be.able to Rand before 
that great and moſt cxquilite Touchione 
of -Dodcrines {formetly- mentioned) -that 
| /8-7 nr ay Golpel delivered: by the 
Apolſile;w Sit; 6 Dofrine a:cordang 
to Godlieſs : and that it-is moſt 

oully defirutive tothe. Jntereſt and; Ad> 
vanceryent- of Godlinels int the World. Fes, 
1; k-ptefents the- Goſpel unto mes Hke @ 
lottery; wherein oy blapks; but 
few ,ptines:: [in- &, ſober and 
conſidering men refuſt)to atlventurs: their 
money upon it. And, 2. In caſe of- any. de> 
ehoing,-or miſcarriage. of men through ten- 
x3tidh,:' 1t -15 apt to, caſt a ſnare of. fear 
upon them that they are Reprobated,-and 
conſequently, that-it-15:in-yairi for thetn'to 
voy ceconciliation with: God, or live. hoe 
-+ TO» we judge fach a Decree: of Repro- 
bation, to be diametrally repugnant/to. all 
thoſe bleſſed Maniteſto's or Declarations 
made by God: himſelf. of the: ricbes of his 
Grace, Mercy, Love, Kjndneſs; Goodneſs 
Campaifhon , Patience , \ Long-ſufferance, 
Bounty, =P the: World. See Exod. 24, 
6,7. Pfal.' $615. and 411. 4. « Joh. 3.16; 
Tit- 3.4 Pſal. 145.8; 9. To omit other 
places without number. ) IT We 
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BN 11. : We cannot (find any. mention, nor 
;M the leaſt intimation of any ſuch Decree of 
well Reprobation in the Scriptures..; Nor doth 
+3 gur-Brethrens DoKrine it {elf of EleRion, 
were it granted for. truth, neceffarily .draw 
atter/it any fuck Reprobation, as 4 no» 
Ye tion-unto/us,, howeyer in, their apprehen» 
fions( vel prefianeHs doth, For ot Nerve 
we, gather by, many. things occalionally 
coming from them, that they. would wil- 
lingly enough let go their Dorine , of Re- 
probation, #t.they knew. how.to retain their 
Dodrine of; EleGion without. it, But a 


= 
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auth fetch three, - five, or. :any els namber .of «< - 
ad them; and yet leave the other in;a capacity 

cir to. come @n-faot, or atherwile.....:.... 1+. 


le +124, We clearly,and very, frequently find, 
n-}| both in the-Writings, and oral Dicourks 
ar of the Patrons of the ſaid Decrce of Repro- 
ad bation, ſuch ſayings :and. paſſages, which 
toll we know notihow; to reconcile with this 
0+ Decree ; and conkequently cannot but judge 

[& fach a Decree to. be very .diſ-harmonious 
0-J to the true ſtrains and Dofrines of the 
all Goſpel. 


asf Our Reaſons of Diſſent in the third par- Reaſons: of 
Diffent in the 


tthe Apolile, Reom.5.15,.5954 partieus 


TJ year exproliens ares 

6f -:3+ We judge.tharthe 

2 £ 15, 17,: 18, 19.»comparing -the vertue, or 

4 faving tendency. of the Grace, or Gitt of 

Chriſt, with the condemning foxce. or pow- 

e of Adom's, fin, maketh them equate, 
an 


wan may anyite twenty perlons,or more, to - + 
2 Feaſt,- and {end a. Coach, and -Horſe to | 
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* Of Elin "add Righobetio] 
51d cornmieniſurable i in”their extene,” and in 
reſpect of the number %6f perſons related 
ants, A the one, tid by the other; only 
giving. Ken? Sept he 'or-prchieminence'of 
ibf 'workin g, unto 

+ fe and grace _ if Ehoif Whith-ave 
clear ftand, if it” fhall- we 
ſed that"Hdum's fin reatherh all 'meiy with- 
out exception with the eonderrating ores 
or influence thereof, CAST: ft or grace 
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a Fedempr,Re- bf on Gut us, OO #3 
deemed, p,yo8, © Saviotir, havikg, taken" & 
OS little child, an ſet hith' in themidft of his Þ| © 
$16, Kh P Diſciy - ſpeaking thus untb them; Why ſs P 
ſhall receive one ſuch little child'in 'my Name, 
& Mar, 18. $5» TOR. me by 'we conceive that he clearly f. 
poſeth all children to' belong unto him, p 

=p td be-intereſſed in that Redemption 
which cotneth by him. Otherwiſe,” how Þ|| © 
ſhould 'a' child be id to Be "teceived in f © 
m -Chrif®s Name, 5. e. to be boked upon! k 
| ro be reſpected; and rendred,as 6nt of thoſe } Þ 
for whom He” vouchſafed ito ſhed his! al 
Blood ? by 
1342 | "3, When the Lord Chrift faith lewhire 1a 
"4d to his Diſciples, Swffer little childrew to come ti 
i unto me;'giving this reaſon for it, for of ſhch 
it the Kingdom of Heaven;/(Mat.19.14.Matk by 
tO. 14. Luke 18. 16.) We' conceive that 
he clearly avoncheth the happy eſtate of In- "? 
tants, whit ſach ,( _ conſequently, their 
non- 


non-reprobation by God.) And: thus both: 
Calvix hiumſelf, and Myſculzs, '(two' of our 
bett and. moſt orthodox Expoſitors)under- 
Rand.che place. 14 this word; Far of ſueb iq , 
. the Kingdom of Heaven, (iaiththe tormere) Ce Nags wr 

Chriſt comprehends as well little \cbildyen one ates - 

themſclues, as thoſe that are like unto them. comprebendit. - 
'The latter hath theſe words upon the place Caly. Harm, in 
(among many others. of like import,) Iy #4 1914. ; 
ſaying, For of ' ſuch is the Kingdomof Heas» 
ven, he ſaith more, than if he bad ſaid, of 
theſe: ſo far is it from being true, that he 
ſpake leſs to the. commendation of children, by 
(pos hd; The reaſon hereof he d Multo pluf 

expteſſed immediately before; A little ** 89 9zed 


* ©, 0. >. oe 5.0% kT LO & RI Ins 


Ny after, he ſpeaks yet fomewhat higher to the = bags 
fi point-: Te ſee here that Infants are the more fer, illorum; 


thief or principal in the Kingdom of God : ſo tam abeft, ut . 

ly far is it from-truth,that they are not at all par* _ dizevit 

takers thereof FA "pL commend4- 

wi | 4+ Some Infants, dying _in-their"Intancy, ud ne 

i OUT Brethren themſelves acknowledge to'be » Diideriniaind 

. | Elc&;, and conſequently, faved:' No rag 

1n p quentiy, 1ave W WE, tem bic poti- 

Tm! knowing,-1. the jutt and merciful God to ores eſſe in 

ſe be: #9 Accepter of Perſons 3 2, The caſ© of regis Dei In- * 

15g {© #11 Infants, as well to matter of righteoul- f def at vos 

"= nels, as of {in Or gutlt of {tn, ro be the þutillins _ 

hos ſame; 3- (And laſtly) that as well remil- cjpes, | 

me | 119n oft fins, and the Salvation of perſons. 

þ | *b<creupon;'as the retaining of ſins, and 

#4; |} Condemnation upon itz,to be judiciary aCts 

Hat. of God, proceeding from him 'as a moſt 

rghteons Judge, cannot but conceive, that 

Jt fonte Infants, dying. Infants, be ſaved; 
be” C þ the 
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the the condition, of | 
, | 
all. 


- 7. We judge, that-all thoſe Saripenrey 
We 11 : and 


Gme- myſt needs 
5. We know not how to reconcile the 
tormenting of; millions: of poor Infants, 
who: never- provoked God by any actual 


fm, with that 'Ph;lanthrepy , thoſe tender 
mercies, bowels, and compatſions, that great 


- propenfion and readineſs to pardon, which - 
the Scriptures. ſo frequently, and with ſuch 


expreſsnels of - words, depredicate 3n 
God. | 7 

| 6, We meet with nothing throughout 
=_ whole Scripture, which -miniſtreth a 

cient ground unto us,.0n PR buy 

a belief, that any Infant dyet ns 
Decree of Reprobation by God. The Scrip- 
tures commonly alledged by our Brethren 


.' I defence of their Tenent to the contrary, 


as, We were 'by nature children of wrath t; 
Behold, T was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fu 


* did my mother conceive me 8g ( with ſome. 


ethers,) thongh - they prove Original {1n, 
(which in an orthodox and_ Scripture-ſenſe 
we deny not, as fome, it ſeems, miſ-report 
us, ) yet do'no waies evince or prove, but 
that they, who by nature, (+ e- upon the ac- 
count of their natural deſcent or propaga- 
tion from the rſt Adam} are. children 0 
wrash, may, by the ſupervening of the gi 


and grace of the ſecond Adam, be children; 
of delight and acceptation 3 as thoſe (it: 
' ſeems) were; whom the Lord Chrift (this: 


ſecond Adam) took up into his arms. 


ew a -.c ca _ a«_am.. . -—Y 
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'Þ and grounds, which hold forth;/and prove 
- the, univerſality of Atonement” made by. 
Chriſt in his Death (for which we thall, God 


willing, account in the next Chapter) do 
evince the ſafe eſtate and condition of all 
children dying before - the -commilſon of 

actnal fin, ana 8% | | 
-8., Laſtly, We meet with many very 
pregnant and'expreſs acknowledgments, of 
affertions, of that which we maintain for 


_ 


v#, and others. By the light 


Whereot to us it plainly appeateth, That oar 


{enſe in the bufinels is fo rational, ſo ob- 
vious, and neer at hand; to the confiderate 
thoughts of -men, that ever and anon they 
meet with itF hot knowing how with Hos 
our or Conſcience to avoid it. | 


Pi 


- Reaſons «of our Diſſent ih the fourth Reaſons of 
Difſeart in the , 


. fourth particu» 


particular mentioned, are theſe. 
I. Our 'Brethten holding with us (as }ar, 
hath been noted) that there 15 ho Eletion 
of 'perſons, but it Time, though the'De- 
erce of Election be from Eternity; we can- 
hot-conceive what ſhould, or can, reaſona-« 


bly determine the time, when this Ele&ion 


ſhould be made (at leaſt in perſons _ to 
in 


years of diſcretion, ) but only their Faith 1 


the firlt railing it'in the Soul 5 and that upon 
their believing,ahd not before,theyare num- 
bred amongſt the Ele& of God. 


2.” We do not remetnber, that any per- 
L p 


WY of * fon 


| | , - 
Truth in this particular, in the Writings-of Redvemed, 


the greateſt Maſters and Defenders (at leaſt 5522553, 
ſoelteemed) of the conttary Faith,as of Cal 116» 111, 113, 


of 


p. 


 Redenprt. Fe- 
. Aeemed,p. 46;. 


SLE : / ; a # A” - 7 q - ? 
ſon or . perſons, are-in Scripture termed the | 
Elect ot-God, (we mean, with that kind of 
Ele&tion which is unto Salvation, 'or Eter= 


nal Lite)-but-only thoſe who.do believe: || 


and+ Believers we oblerve to be.thus ſtiled 
frequently-;- Matth. 24-31- Luke 18. 7.Roms, 
8. 33+ Coloſ. 3-12. 2 Foh. 1. and 13, & 

3+ The;Apoſile Peter ftileth the Saints tor 
whom:bhe:writeth, Ele& according to the fore- 
knowledge af God the Father, through ſandii- 


" fication ; ofthe! Spirit ' unto Obedience, and 
ſprinkling; of the Blood of Feſus Chrift- Now 
- we conceiye that. the Apoltles meaning un 


theſe words, is, That they w le 
choſen-/by - God unto Salvation} #brovp 

ſanitificatzon of the Spirit u1trobedience, and 
fprinldiag; & 6-4. e. by means of that gracis 
ous work: of the Spirit upon them, where- 
by they. were brought to obeyathe: Goſpel, 
and to beligve' in Jelus Chriſt; and thag 


their Ele&tion in this. kind, and according 


to theſe terns, was according t0' the fore 
knowledge.| or rather, Fore-approbation, as 
the word 1n the-Original frequently figni- 
tyeth |. 'of -God the Father, meaning that 
God the Father: had from Eternity. pur- 
poled-to Ele&-fuch' perſons unto Lite and 
Salvation, as. they now were, by means of 
the {aid fanRifymg, work of the Spirit in, 
and upon;them. This to-be the true ſenſe 


, and- meaning, of this paſſage . of Scriptuze, 


one. of us-hath_ ſhewed and. proved” elſc- 
where moreat Jarge @. | | ++ 
4+ Lalily, W ha! our Brethgen, or menel q 
& bk, x r. '2 


. Of Eletijon' and Reprobatin. 

' their Judgement in this point of difference, 
-are wont to'produce (at leaſtias far 'as we 

; | have had opportunity to! obſerve ) either 

| 4rom the Scriptares; or otherwife,' for the 

» | -<ountenance of: their ſenſe 'ifr the bulineſs, 

-45 no waies latisfaQtory, or" convincing to 
us. When. the Apoſtle ſaith, According as 

:be hath. choſen{i.e. decreed tochuſe® Ins in * The purpoſes 

.bim. before tbe” foundation of the” World; that ws 

we ſhould be'boly b, &c. He {peaks of the res py 

continuance and encreaſe '6f Holineſs in and ſuch As 

«thoſe who are Believers, which 'God'ex- or Diſpeafa- - =» 

See themupon the'acodunit of that tions, are very 

*Eracious Vecree. of ' his from Eternity, con- _ M_ 

-cerning the chuking or deligning ſuch per- Tikes . 

Jons as they'now were; to Salvation ; of the aas or piſ- 

> benefit -and bleſking of which Decree they penſations I 

1, | : were now through his grace made parta- thewvlelves, \ _ © > 

ix | Kkers by their being 3» bim, \' viz..10 Chrift, tih—aar yea a. 

g through Faith. ] He doth not'{peak- of Ho- bY Þe 

6 hneſs, either as already wrought/in'them by þ Eph, 1. 43 

as | - God, or as intended to be wronght in them, 

i-  {£ither infallibly, or 4rrefiſtibly: becauſe he 

at | Had choſen, or-dle&ed them ;; but as a fruit 

r= | © orcquitable-return.expe&ed by God from 

1d | . them, of the grace of Ele&ion, which they 

of | | Had'received through believing,” But of the 

n, | ind 'of the Holy Ghoft in' this' Text of e Redempe. NR 1- 

le Scripture; one of 1s hath elſewhere given 1:cmed, - 461» 

alarge and full account. a c-- 40 3s 

+. Our Difſent from-our Brethren in- the Reaſons of. 
ifth \particalar expreſſed, fiandeth upon Dilſene iothe ; 
theſe grounds. «196 fatch particular-. . 

'- 2+ Wedo'not find £29 Gther the I ord | 
$7) bj; ; Chriſt 


- 


Of Blethon and Reprobatione. | 
 Chrifthimfelt;or any of his A ſtles,preach- 
cd any other Decree, cither oF Election Or 
Reprobation ,, bat only theſe: And theſe 
they "often, yea conitantly -preached; either 
in form and expreſnels of: words, or infub- 
ſtance and import of matter, Places are ob- 
vioaloo hott 4 59 | 
.- 2. We judge, that if there. be any other 
. Decree;eithex.of EleRion: or: Reprobation, 
beſides theſe, eicher they-muſt.b=parts and 
members ot 'the Goſpel, or. not. Tt ſo, we 
deftre onr Brethren to ſhew us where they 


are taught, either by Chriſt, or ng den 
files. Pax! approved himſcht tothe Elders" 
of the Chuxch' of Epheſus, upon this-ac- 

count, that he had- xot ſhunned to declare all 

4... the Counſel of. God uno then, | Yet do we 
: - not find in his Epiltle*to this-Church, (nor 

* -2adeed; in; any ather) the:leaft imention;-or 
Intimation.:of any other Decree,:exther of 

the one, kind, or the other; but only thoſe 

ſpecified, It thoſe other Decrees of Elc&i- 

on, and: Reprobation (ſuppoſed,: and: held 

forth torſuch, by our Brethren) be no'parts, 
nothing of the Goſpel, how come they'to i} 

. pretend and {ay, that they, either the-one, 

or the.. other: of them, are delvered/and | 
taught, eſpecially. as ſuch high, myſterious, 

and neceſlary DoRtrines im the Golpel? 
kD 3. Thoſe other-Decrees of EleRtion and. 
Ek Wy | Pepropayion (4o called by our Brethren) are: 
1 4... «10. far from- being either parts, members, 
branches, or appurtcnances of the Goſpel,; 
that as fax as WGaFg ableto conceive'or my 
Wa ; I1MTT 


C 
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"Of Eletiion and Reprobtlloy. 

fider of; then, their faces are ſet towards 
Tr another. intereſt diametrally oppoſite'to that: 
ce | of the Goſpel. - Hereof we- have - given 
x | ſome account already in our/ grounds of 
» | diflent upon the two fir(t particulars of this 
;- | - preſent head of Dodrine. 

-4+ Any other Decree ;of Eled&ion, or 
Reprobatian, beſides thoſe owned and af- 
ſerted by .us, and more particularly, thoſe 
framed and taught.for Dodrines-under ſuch 
a notion, by our Brethren, we judge altos 
gether unworthy God. Nor.can: we reliſh 


or taſte the. leaſt ſavour, eſpecially in that of 
.ot any thoſe moſt'glorious 
and blefſed Attributes gr Perfe&ions of the 


Divine Being, as either Holinels, Mercy, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, or any other. | 
5, in, that there-are no other De- 
crees of- Ele&tion and / Reprobation, but 
thoſe ſpecified- and acknowledged by us;and 
- more-eſpecially that the Decrees of this de- 
nomination {levied by our Brethren, are 
hadows of -mountainsy not .mgn, huma 
and hot divine © AB endlef 
* digladiations and irreconcilable diviſions 
amongit themſelves about aligaing, of fta- 
ting the obje& of theſe Decrees, are an 
abundant confirmation unto . us. -Some 
| of: them hold,that men, ſimply and indehi- 
18 nitely conſidered, are the obje&t of thele '- 
e © © Decrees«-Gthers contend, that men, con- 
pb _ fidered as yet to be createdg or made, are 
Y this objeRZA third fort ftands up againfi 
both the former with this notion, that men, 
IEA _* C4 cOn- 


= 


- _ 


” confidered;/as already-created and made, are. 
- this objeQ.A fourth difparageth the con», 
jedtures of. the three former, with this con-- 

_ ceit; that men confidered. as fallen, are the 
= faid object. ZAngther findeth a defeG&Þ in 
the-lingleneſs or fimplicity of all the for- 
mer Opinions4-:and': cormpounderh this-1n 
oppolition'to-them, *that -men, confideredy 

* both as to be createdgand as being *deated, 
© and as fallen, together, are the proper ob ' 
- = of thoſe troubleſome Decrees. A fixth 

rt-formeth us yet another object; and this 


3s men conſidered as falvable, or capgble of | 
- being, faved).A ſeventh,nat VA rem: | 

complexions of all the formex opinions, de+ 

livezeth . us. this,” as ſirong and healthtul; 
viz, that men conſidered as 'daranabley.or 
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—Others yet again , '{uper-fancying all cho 
former, oaks bd conleres a5-ctcableg 
- or poffible: ro: be excared; ro. be'rhe object * 
- ſo--highly contefted-about:\—A ninth party 
gives the preſſeminence-to their ſenſe, who. 
_. diſciple the World with this Do@rine; that, 
© men,copſidered-as {ab#es, or capable of fal 
_ * ling, arethe object 'of thoſe. men-confound» 
* Ingy and; God-abafing Drecorees,—A tenth | 
{quadron,. coming up in the.xedr of all-the. 
ormer, /.fippoſeth that: they-+all-left- the 
Truth behind them, and that themſelves | 
- have gathered itup,, m this notion 3*wi$+ , 
 _ *rhat-menxonſidered as repairabley/or 
_=beof reftauration, ave'- ject 'of that. 
Predeſtination{hich men have-labouredo * 


- 
. 
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Of Mefliu and Reprobation; | 
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build up, and yeticould never agree abone 


ther materials. And whether all the {car- 


tered and conflicting Opinions about” the 


Ob ot our Brernrens Dececs ot Eeetion 
and Reprobation, be bound'up in'this bun- 


E, or no, we'cannot ay z- we are rather 
negatively inclined, Howeverzby thoſe un- 
couth diſtraions and interferings ih opi-, 
nion amongft them, where, or how, to bot= 
tom_their {aid pretended Decrees, we are 
jcalous -with 'a very -great jealouſie, that 
neither they; nor any others, are able to 
ada as an inch of firm ground 


Whereon-to build them. | 


6." Laſtly, that extream tenderne(s, loth- = 


nefs, and averſneſs, which we'hnd in many 
of the moſt judicious and confiderate Pa- 
trons-of the faid Decrees, to be-put upon 
anf through 'explication of 'therpſelves 
about their- Decree of Reprobation,-thoſe 
many cautions, limitations, atid *proviſo's, 
which commonly they premiſe before they 
come'to expreſs their minds tonching the 
ſame, the manifold' pleas and pretences they 
uſe, either to excuſe themſelves from ſpeak- 
mg plainly; particularly, and diftinely in 
the bufine(s, or elſe tofalve ande<dlbut what - 
they: fear they ſhall ſpeak to the'regrer and 
offence" 'of the -Rex{ons, Judgetnents, and 
"Conſciences of men, as, that the Scriptures 
#peak very-4paringly,or very obſcurely about 


KB Reprobation\, That the Do@rine thereof 


4s very myſterious ad profound; That men 
Truſt not wade''too deep into the Nay 
144 $4 God, '- 


, Of Wellion ond Reprobation. © 
God, That men muſt ſaubmit-their Reas. 
ſons, Judgements, and Underftandings to 
the will.of God,though to their apprchenſt- 
ons there is neither reaſon, juſtice,or equity 
in that;-which they obtrude upon them for 
the will of God in this kind, with - many 
the like; theſe things (we lay) are ſtrong 
ſymptoms unto us of the crazy conltituts- 
on of. their Decree -of- Reprobation(and of 
Election, conſequently, at leaſt as them- 

: ſelves notion the depetdance between them) 

and that no ſuch Decree hath eithex foot- 
10g or foundation in the Scriptures.þ For if 
\ Reprobation be any part CO 5 
| , eſpecially of the Evangelical counſel, of 
God, why ſhould the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
* , Þel more ſhun to deckre, it, ule more ,am- 
bages and circumlocutions when they are, 
to-preachand publiſh it, , than any, other 
branch, or DoGrine of the Goſpel ? nay, 
che truth is, whenſoever: they preach. it, 
they preach it, as if they, preached it not, or 
cared not whether they preach it orno; 
they-never preach, or ſhew it with open 

Ce. 4. kr 
Reaſons of We difſent from our Brethren m the ſaxt, 
Diſſenc in the and laſt -particular, for theſe Reatons. © |, 
fixr and laſt I. We judge that the Apoſtle Paul made 
> parrieMar, ule of Gods: Decree of ;Reprobation, for 
the advancement and ſecurity . of his- Sal-\ 
vation,'where he expreſſeth. himſelf thus: 
| But I keep under my body, and, bring it into; 

1 Cor, 94 27, ſubjetion, leſt thaftby any means, when T baue: 

6. preached to otberr, I my ſelf ſhould be (one 
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Of Eledtion aud Reprobation. 
ther, ſhould become, yſvoun] xAikKuG, 
aReprobate, or caft-away., Doubtleſs he was 
not.in the leaſt-afraid of becoming a Repro- 
bate, but only according to Gods Decree of 
Reprobationy'Nor carr we coticeive, that 
he ſhould either miſ-underſftand, or muf-ule, 
pervert, or-miſ-apply this Decree, in-con- 
verting it to fo happy and bleſſed an ule, 
or end, as the keeping under” his body, &c. and 
thisin order t6-his Salvation. | | 
12. *We judge 'that many thouſands of 
thoſe Saints, who have died in the Faith, 
and fofare ſaved, have been awakened to 
ntance, and ſeeking after God, by the 
terrible” alarm of Gods Decree of Repro-» 
bation, and by conſidering what 'God hath 
declared againſt perſons found impenitent, 
re F. and unbelieving, as, viz. that they thall be 
er © damned. Even as his intent in his Decree 
Y> concerning the DeſtruQion of Niniveh | 
t, within forty daies, by means of the preach E 
Ir Wl ing of it to thisCity by Fonah, was the pre» 
: FF ſerving of this. City trom defiraction, ax 
n IF leaſt at that time. We 
i 3+ We cannot judge that Gods inten- = 
« WF tions, or ends,'itt his penal Statutes or De- Sec Redempr. 
crees, ſhould” diter from the intentions of Redcemed, ps 
the beſt of - Law=givers amongſt men, in 477: 
their penal conſtitutions. It is a clear. calc, 
that the-primary. intent of penal Legillait- 
on; isnot the puniſhment of thoſe that (hall 
tranſgreſs the Law, but the prevention of 
the+tranſgrefſion. of the Law, and conle» 
quently not -anly of the - INTO 
eb 71 1N 
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as-a Trian; or as a member of the Common» 


wealth, and as not having yet tranſgreſſed; 


but-of- the: ſorrow, trouble; and civil dif 
| quic tallo, as well of him (under the 

conſiderations ' ſpecified )' as of all other 
drake of the ſame ciyil community 
with him, And there is little queſtion: to be 


made, but-thatby means of the penal Laws, 


wilely provided ' and -eſtabliſhed in every 
Common-wealth or State, the diſturbers of 


the peace and proſperity thereof arg fewer. 
ahan otherwiſe they would tide 
panty many. preſerv'd a 


ent pradices, who otherwiſe were likely 
to be'en{nared by them. | 

4- We judge, that the Goſpel, not only 
in {orne;or in many, but.univerſally in all, 
and every part, vein and branch of it, and 
conſequently in the Dodrine of Reproba- 
tion it {elf, delivered there, 'is moſt exactly 
calculated and compoſed (for the advance- 
ment of 'Godlineſs in the. World, according 
to that brief deſcription "ot it (formerly, 
mentioned,) 1 Tim. 6.3. where it is ſtiled, 

he Defirine which is - according to Godlinefits 

ow. that which clearly-and aw ra tends 
to the' adyancement of Godlineſs amovgh 
men, muſt of necef{ity tend after the ſame 
manner to the'falvation of men. | :{- ?' + 


5. Again, as every pair of ;the Diſciples, 


which our Saviour ſent forth two by. two, 


to preach. the Goſpel, accorded -in'their | 
work, each Os ©. advance the ſame. 
buſineſs 


. _ Of Bleffion' and Reprobation. | 
him that»tranſgrefſeth, -conſidered ſimply N 
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'Þ buſineſs and end with his fellow; in like 
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manner we conceive that the Lord Chriſt, 
having divided the body and ſubſtance of 
his Goſpel into theſe two parts He that 
believeth, fhall be ſaved, and Hethat believetb 
20t, ſhall be damned, could not but intend, 
that both- of them ſhould be fabſervient 
unto, and carry on one and. the fame defig 


in the World, and not be divided in- their 


ends. If then the primary :and antecedent 
Councel and purpole of 'God cleaxly be, by 


' the promiſſory part of the Goſpel, He that - 


believes, ſhall be ſaved, to advance the falvas 
con off gg. and not the condemnation, 


- evident (tous) it is, that it 15 his Councel 
and purpoſe todo it alſo by the other. 


6. Laſtly, We conceive that, the threats 


Nipg, or fore-warning, a-perſon, that ſuch 


or ſuch an cvil or miſery will certainly befall 


- him, upon ſuch or ſuch a' negle& and mil- 


carriage of himfelt,.isas proper and direct 
a courle , as well can be taken, to conſult the 
ſafety and freedom' of this'perlon from the 
ſaid. evil,. and miſery. And conſequently, 
when God threatneth-and denounceth dame 


+ nation unto men; for the negle& of- that 


great Salyation , which he 1cndeth-unto 


- then, and for their unbelief, we judge that 
"his clear-and dire& intentions are 
, mediation of ſuch a threatning, to prevent 


y the 


this damnation, and conſequently to pro» 


- care and bring about their Salyation. 


CHAP, 
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Concerting the ſeeond Head of Dotirine p50! 
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em AP. 11. 
nd:d, The DEATH of CHRIST. 


| ow py bo 
1, O uR Brethren hold and teach, That Þ « 

Chriſt died ſufficiently for all men,vith- | 1 
dut exctþxion + herein we tully accord with I ( 
them. Fg, 1 | a 


+2, They hold, That ſome benefit was » Nt 


tended by God in the death of Chriſt, for all © © 
men, without exception : this allo we hold as} V 
faſt asthey.” - "a 
1-5 They hold, That whoſoever believeth Þ 
in Chriſt, ſhall not periſh through any want of } 
uttonement made, or of Redemption parchaſed, 
by the death of Chriſt for them. Tn this like- J P. 
wiſe weigive the right hand of fellowſhip } * 
unto them--. | WO%%, ST 
4." They affirm, That whoſoever periſheth, {| f 
periſherh vi2t through any defedt in the death of | # 
Chriſt, bat for bis fins, and through bis un- tl 


belief. This both they and we affirm to- || « 


gether. | | 

dew, ſay, That all Men ſhall not be 
ſaved bythe death of Chtrift:-We aggone in 
fenſe with them in this particular al-y 


6. Their Do&rine is, That forgiveneſs F< © 


fits. and ſalvation, are to be offered 14 the Mis; tf 


wiſtry of the Goſpel, freely 'ainto all Miri, '© 
as fuch) without exception, upon the acs- 
rorent - of- the death of Chriſt. This y 6 
. » 


o 
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fo'we imbrace as Orthodox with them, 
- But as we. agree in all theſe particulars, 
|} about the death of Chriſt, ſo we dfſent mm 
44 | ſome others. TS 2 Ha, 
r, .Our Brethren. maintain,” That Chriſt: Particulars of 
according to the Counſel and intentions of God, diſſent abeur 
24 © ditd only, for the ſalvation-of a certain deter *& Death of 
| minate number of men, and theſe very few CH, 
4h (comparatively) whom they call The Ele& : 
| and that there was 10 atvonemiens, or Redemp- 
x Þ tion, made or purchaſed by bis death,” for any \, 
ether, In. this we cannot joyn judgements - | 


with them. | * 
| , Id, That there is no perſon, fox 
th. jt died, that ſhall, or  ogn periſh. 


Weare in this alſo contrary minded. 
], 3» They teach, That Chriſt by his death, 
- | purchaſed and procured as the hand of. God the 
ip | Father, the gift of Faith and Repentance for 
\ | all thoſe, for whom he died, to be aftually con- 
h\.þ ferrea upon them in time, againft all puſſtble 
 interveniences 01 their part whatſoever. Net- 
1 | ther will our Conſciences ſuffer us to fay 
| Amen to this Doctrine» | 
Our Reaſons of diſſent in the firſt of theſe Reaſons of - 
1 particulars are 3 | diſſent in the! | 
P I. We judge the Scriptures, both Texts particulars 
j | and Contents, be very plain, pregnant-and pages 
expreſs, in aſſerting this Do@rine, that 'neah of 
F< Chriſt died tor all, and forevery man, as in chrip, 
2} theſe places. (beſides many others,) 1 Tim.2. 
© 6. Heb. 249. Tit. 2. 11.1 Foh:2:2. Joh3s 16, 
Joh 1. 29, Oc, ; 
*..2z We do not: find  jn Scripture, that 


| 
i 


- 
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any where ſaid 


Chrit "is: | to- have dicd fof | 
any man, for whole ſalvation he died not;}] | 
Nor can we judge it a thing any waies prof ; 

| 


* .bable in it felt, that Chri/t ſhould dye for 
- any inferior accommodation of fuch per- 
ſons, for whoſe ſalvation he ſhould yet res 
fuſe, or not deigri, to dye. 
. 2. The contrary Do@rine, viz. That 
Chriſt died for the Ele& only, or only for 
thoſe that ſhall iu'fize be aCtually ſaved, or 
the like, we fnd no where delivered in any 
ſuch expreſſnels of terms in the Scriptures; 
And fot thoſe conſequences, or. argumens 
tations from ſome Scriptures, by.w} ich our 
Brethrerw endeavour. to eſtabliſh the faid 
Doctrine, we apprehend them to be very 
invalid, and uriconcluding 3. and that thoſe 
Texts. of Scripture ( reſpectively.) from 
whence they. pretend legitimacy of deſcent, 
know them not; but reje& ther claim, as 
= being alens and:ſtrangers unto. them. And 
I} we humbly conceive, that we are able to des 
| monſirate upon evident and clear grounds; 
the invalidity of them. | F 
4- When theplain; obvious, literal, and 
Grammatical. ſenſe of Scripture, doth not 
obviate, or fall foul upon, either ſome Ar- 
 ticle; of Faith, or- ſome other . paſſage of 
Scripture, or the ſcope and Series of the 
context, or ſome clear and found Principle 
in reaſon, we judge that it ought not to þ 
. - declin'd, but to.be preferr'd before” any 
other ſenſe, or interpretation whatſoeve1 
2 oa . Upon' this accotnt we conceive, that out 
| | | al 
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A {cnſe' of the Scriptures pointed; at in the 
tirſt particular of our prele ent; which, 
importeth Ghriſts; dying tor”M1 men, being 
plain, literal; and ,Grammaggeal, and every 
wales conditioned, as hacker expreſled, 
ought to be received. TEA 

5../We arcinot able to conceive, how the 
Golpely. can with fimplicicy , truth, and 
clearneſs ot ſenſe and notion, be preached 
unto every creature under heaven, in this 
or any like tenor of words, If thou believeſt, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, unleſs it be granted and 
ſuppoſgyl, that Chriſt died for ally and every 
man Scardpgalc it ſhould be faid to' any 


many for whom Chrift did not die, If thor 
belicveſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved ; ſach a ſaying 
cannot be juſtified, nor avouched for truthz, 


becauſe where a Commodity is not, it can= 

not be had upon any condition or terms 
whatſoever. Now certain it 1s, that there is 

no ſalyation in Chriſt for any man, but. on- 

ly for thoſe; for whom he died. Therefore 

to. encourage ſuch a man to- believe, for 
whom Chrift died not, by ſaying unto him, 

that in caſe he believes, he ſhall be faved, 

5 but to teed/him_ with aſhes, or to make 

J him glad with lies. For how ſhould ſuch a 
man be ſaved, yea, though .he ſhould be- 

el licve, for whom there. was no ſalvation. pur- 
pleF chaſed by Chrift 3 eſpecially conſidering that 
de his. believing in. Chriſt, would not inveſt 
anyll Chriſt- with any, more ſalvation, than was 
in _bim before, and conſequently, whether 
he believed, or no? The Synod of Dort it. 
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(a) See Ree 
deraption Re- 


_ deemce p. $47 


* ally faved, will not abide the touch of that 


hath given his Son Jeſus Chriſt to 


Of the Death of 'Chrifh 
felf,” in fome-gilats Members, faw and ac- 
knowledged on query beopd gf this 
Argument'a; though their heart (it feem- 
th) ſerved than! not to: diſplcaſe theit 
Company fo truths ſake. 

5. We judge, that our Brethrens Do- 
&rine, aſſerting that Chrjſt dyed only for 
thoſe tewgwho will (in conclufron) be aQtu-- 


\ 
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golden Fouch-ſtone of. DodGrines (men-- 
tioned onceand-again before) the deſcription, 
of the Goſpel, Telivered by the Apoſtle, 
(Tim. 6. 3. If a Miniſter of the "Goſpel 
ſhould: go and' preach this Po3R7uf*9 a 
numerous Anditory . of ſouls,” That Goo 
e for 
the ſalvation only of a ſmall handful of 
men and women in the World (compara- 
tively) and that none of themg who were 
now before himy had any certainty,that they 
or any of them were of this number ; yea, 
and that- the beft amongſt men, had very 
little ground' to hope or think, that he 
{hould- be one of theſe few, and that the 
reft'of mankind, let thern do the beft that 
they are able, thall notwibPancipg, iN 
_ certainly damned'3 (for allthis is nottfing 
but the evident 'and expreſ5 import of our 
Brethrens © DoGtrine : ) 'rmiſt\not ach a 
Meſlage as' this, being believee,: diretly 
cauſe a fearfut di{pondency* of heart. and 
foul, a peneoet "ranging down of hands 
ar.ongft chem; a quenchingvf-all defires 
and conſequently: of all endeavours; cithes 
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Of the. Death. of: Chrifs. 


unto godline(s irs one kind or- other? Or 
© | doth ſuchaDodtrine as this any waies agree 

with that Declaration g, which the Angel 
- | made concerning the Goſpel unto the Shep- 
r | heards 3 Fear not, for behold T bring you good 
= | tydings of Great Joy,. that ſhall be to All 


© people (b.) This Reaſon is further argued by 


=. one of us <l{e-where (c:) | 

n 6. We judge. that Chrift died for all 
2, | thoſegayho ſtand bound to believe, or to de» 
ot F pend og him for falvation. Becauſe God is 
neveF fora encourage, exhort, or call 
> BY wicn unto, but conſtantly to diſfwadey and 
Xt | take men off frem, vain dependencies, and 


ro apply. themſclyes to; the means of be- 
heving, or to the exerciſing of themſelves 


{b) Luke 4.167 


(c) Redempr. 
Redecmed, ps 


496 497+ , 


of from A thoſe, whether perſons or * 


a- E things, which are not able, or like to help 
re | them. Inſtances hereof, we are able, if need 
ey | were, to produce very many. Now that all 
2, | imen without exception (conſidered as men) 
ry ftand bound:to believe, or depend on Chriſt 
heÞ for ſalvation, is to us out of queſtion: and 
hell hath by one of us been ſufficiencly proved 


at fromehe'Scriptures a. Therefore we cannot (a) The Pa 


be but: judge that he died for all men. 


and the Creator (bleſſed for ever) or tocre- 
ate and raiſe jealoufies and hard thoughts 
in the former againſt the” latter, cannot be 
Evingelical, nor conſonant to the Trath, 

#hich is according to Godlineſs : But ſuch we 

judge . our © Beethrens -— +0098 clearly to 
h 2 


» 


 .*\ Lats Debr and 
- 7; That Doctrine which directly terids Dowrr, p 44> 
to ſeparate and divide between the Creature 452 46» &&+ 
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Of the Death of Chriſt 
be, which denieth Chriſt's dying for all men 
without exception.' This Argument-is fur- 
ther proſecnted, and maintained again(t alt 
ſuch Objections, : which (as we. ſuppoſe ) 


i ' ©. #6 
— 
_ . 


= IN can with any 'thew, or colour of reaſon 
be made againſt © it, by one of us elſe- 
(b) Redemapr. where (b.) , 


Ew, þ- | $./1f God: really and unfeignedly in- 
4T5» 476 OG tends, and defires the Salvation of thoſe 
who periſh, then he-really intended, in, and 
by, the death of Chrift, the Salvation of all 
men. The Reaſon hereot is, becauſe 1ts no 
mahs queſtion, but that he really inrfds in 
the death of Chrilt, the falvIci6i? of: hoſe 
who axe, or ſhall be ſaved. Therefore all 
men being either fuch who: ſhall be ſaved, 
or who ſhall notbe ſaved; it he really in- 
tends the ſalvation of theſe, he muſt needs 
intend-after the-ſame manner,-the ſalvation 
of al. Now that God really and unfeigned- 
ly-intends and detires the ſalvation of- thoſe 
who periſh,is evident tous from thele (with 
many other) Scriptures of like import, 
Deut. 5.29. Pfat. $1. 13, 14. Iſa. 48. 17. 
Fer. 44+ 4, 5- Matth. 23» 37, @c. © This Ar- 
gument, together with the arguing and 
opening, of theſe ' Scriptures, 15 turther ur- 

- ged and, infiſted-,npon, and. all objections 
againſt it anſwered at large in the late men- 
tioned Book, entituled, Redemption Redeem: 
cd, p- 470, 4714 472, &c- Wy 4 
'.9. We conceive:that our Brethrens Do- 
Ctrine, which teacheth that Chriſt died only 
tcr a few, 15 extreamly dilcquraging both 1 
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Of the Death of Chriſt. 
to amen- and- women, from believing, and 
from applying themſelves, either to a dili- 
gent ſearching of the Seriptures, or to-the 
uſe of any other means proper.and likely, 
- through the blefhng of God, to raiſe a 
| work of taith in them : and conſequently 
we cannot but judge it to be a Doctrine ex- 
treamly Anti-Evangelical, the Goſpel eve 
xy where. inviting , pcrſwading, encoura- 
LN ging3 yea, and importuning, all men'to 
| U believe. For whatſoever breaketh the.heart 
> | and {ixength of any mans hope to obtain, 
1 
c 


di{c0 jageth from aQ&ion,avd ule of means, 
- | proportiGfitfy. 
1 10. The; Scripture comparing the ex- 
LN tent of the ſaving, gift and grace given by 
Chriſt unto the World, with: the extent-of 


s | the condemning force of ' Adam's finmakes 
rn | them adequate; and conmenſurable the one 
- KY with the, other; in reſpe& bt the numberof 
le perſons, to whom they are refpetively ex- 
hf tended: and comparing them again in the 
t, | {irength or efficaciouſnels of their reſpeive 


7. tendencies of the one, to: condemn, of the 
other, to juftific and fave, gives the prehe- 


1d Y minency, and this with a.great ſurpluſſage, 
r- | . unto the gitt of Chriſt, and' the grace-given 
ns by this gift. Both thele are evident trom 
n- the Apoltles diſcourſe, Rome; 5+ 15; 16, 17, 


-1$,/ 19. (a) And from both 'we cannot but 
xcaſon, and conclude thus ; [As Adam fin- 
.ned unto. all men without - exception,” 4n- 
- -volving all men in the guilt of his: tranf- 
:greflion3 fo-Chrit was given untotall men, 
T D 3 ard 


: = 


37 


(a) See theſe | 


Texts argued, 
Redempr. Re- 
deemed,p.516z 


$I7» &c. 


(a)s Cor. 2, 
15+ >L£) 


Cbriff died tor them. For to'what account 


and all men pat into an eſtate of juſtifica- 
tion by him. Otherwiſe-the fin of 1dam 
mult needs be more forcible and prevailing 
unto condemnation, than the gift of Chriſt, 
and 'the grace by this gitt, are wnto juſtit- 
* 11. :Our Brethren grant that Chriſt died 
dufficiencly for all men, or for the ſalvation 
of all men. It' fo,” we cannot conceive but 
'that he 'mnft needs dye intentionally allo 
for all men. For firſt, there could be no 
vertue, value, or ſufficiency in Chrift's death, 
but what God ##tended ſhould, be_ int it, Se: 
condly, we cannot coticeive how that can be 
faid tq be: done ſufficiently for a man, by 
which ic is unpolſible for him to be accom- 
modated, or' receive benefit. Nor can we 
Judge any tneans to be ſufficient for the ob- 
taining” of an'end, by whictr it is unpofli- 


+le thac the 1end "ſhould. be! obtained. He 
hat givesa'poor'man,that is ready to periſh 
þ moe.» hunger, nothing at all "out of” his 


nice, to'xelieve him, cannot be ſaid 
to have done that which 'is fathciert for 
his reliefs + + 171-OT'E | 


*'-12. The Apoflle plainly: affirms the Mi- 


niltry, or Mitifers of the Goſpel; to be xt» 


: God 4 fweer ſavour of Chrift, as well in them 


that periſh,as in thoſe that art'{aved (a.) Now 
we are not"able to underfiand; how the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould be 4 ſweet 
{ or the'{weet]-ſavour of Chriſt w9eto God, it 
thiſeiwho periſh, anlefs it be ſuppoſed that 


- 


of the Death of Chriſt. 

of praiſe, or glory unto God, or his grace, 
in the condemnation of thoſe that, periſh, 
can the preaching of Chrif's death for thoſe, 


. and only thoſe that are ſaved; turn? we con- 


fels that Chriſt's non dying for wicked men, 
and ſuch who periſh, if -it were a truth, 
would be 2 ſavor. of ſome ſweetneſs, eaſe, 
or contentrhent- unto theic men, in their 
condemnation and puniſhment for fin; and 
they might comfort themſelves thus ; -Had 
Chri dicd for us, as he did for-thoſe that 


are layed, we had been both. as holy and 


hapgyvas they 3 and thus might they trul 

od clearff tlolve both their.lin and ir 
ment into the will of God, yea, into a de- 
fciency or want of love-in Ged towards 
them, with the juſtification (at leaſt to a ve- 


ry great degree) and comfort of thent- 


{elves. 

13. If Chrift ſhall be ſuppoſed to have died 
only for that ſmall parce] of mankind,which 
our Brethren tearm the 'Ele&., then-muft the 
world, or mankind, be concewed to have 
been inveſted with, or put into, a far better 
eſtate and condition by God in the firſt 
Adam, than in the ſecond-: The reaſon 
hereof is plain. In the firſt Adam, the ge- 
nerality of mankind, even all men without 
exception, were in a good and rich capacity 
of being happy and bleſſed for ever, having, 
received from God; in him, a ſufhciency ot 
grace and firength, and means, whereby to 
have obſerved and kept, had theruſelves fo 


pleaſed, thoſe terms and conditions, the ob- 


D 4 ſerva- 


Of the Death of Chriſt. 
ſervation whereof” God :x<quired of ther, 
in order-t0 their' happine(s 3:and upon the 
pertormanee whereob it was by: hin pro- 
miſed- urito 'them.! -This 1s: the: ſenſe and 
Dodrine of our Brethren themfelves (ge- 
nerally.) So'that in caſe it be ſuppoſed, that 
the Univerſalicy/Cin a-manner, and (a ſmall 
-remnant'only excepted): of mankind; not- 
withſtanding any grace or benefic received 
by the ſecond-\4dam, in, or through his 
death,is in'an abſolute andutter-incapacity, 
yea lycth ander an impoliibility- of Foaping 
eternal miſery and-torment,evidentty3t 1s, 
that their condition was incorbÞiirably. bee- 
:1n the firſt, than it is mn, or by, the ſe- 
cond Atm. But how. inconliſtent ſuch a 
notion or ſuppoſition as this 1s with the 
-truth, the tourſe and current ob the Scrip- 
tures, where ever they ſpeak of the tran- 
_ſcendent 'Grace' of. God vouchſafed in: Fe- 
ſus Chrift unto the” World , which 1s .the 
-great Subje& or: Argument of their delight, 
and in the.exaltation whereot from place 
+toplace they:triumph, do abundantly teſti- 
hc. Doubtleſs, the Tabernacle of Adam be- 
ing fallen, and Tajſed up again by Feſ#s 
- Ghrift, isan{0. much the better condition by 
means'of this railing up, above what it was 
before it fell, as 'the carthly Tabernacle-of 
the bodies of the Saints will be, by: being 
raiſed up. trom the dead, above what their 
fiate and condition was before they dieg./ 
This Argument alſo is. turther cleared, and. 
yindicated againſt Objedians, in the fore» 
1 FS «Al named 
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Of the Death of Clif, 
named Book, ſtiked Redemption: Redeemcd, 
P+ 492% 4935 Orcas tf oi 
+ 14+ It Chriſt 'died not for all men- wich- 
out.cxception, them no man whatſoever 1n 
his unregenerate- eſtate, ſtands bound- to 
bebeve \+m- him; or to. depehd; on him, at 
laft>with any-certainty of Faith or hope 
for ſalvation. - This is evident; becaule no 
main ſtands: bound to that which is {imply 
mpollible, or 'to'do that; which in; the na- 
ture; of the thing it (elf cannot be done- 
Now, jt Chrift dicd not tor all men; but for 
an ppodtul nly, or a very tew, compara- 


> tively. (as'Biff Brethren teach) no perſon be- 


mng/yet in an unconverted eftatey. hath any 
ground to depend upon him with any cer- 
tainty, yea, or ſo much as with any proba- 
bility, or comfortableneſs of faith, or hope, 
for-alvation, Where 20 menhave- equally 
delerved death: by.. committing! treaſon 
againſt their Pringe; and a Declaration ſhall 
be chade by this Prince, that only one of 
the 20-ſhall be :patdoned, without the leaſt 
intimation given- who. this. one ſhould be, 
no one of this number .can have any cer- 
tain, no, nor yet any. probable ground of 
hope, that- he is-the perſon that ſhall be 
pardoned. But' that all men without cx- 
ception,as well unregenerate, as others,have 
ground ſufficient, and ftand bound to, be- 


heve, 'or depend, on Chrift - for falvation, 


hath -been tormerly proved. ' And it- they 
ſtand -bound to believe; certainly they ſtand 


| bound-to believe, not taintly, not halting]y, 


not 


Of the Death of Chrift. 
not imperfe&tly, but with all Rirength anc 
fulneſs of affufance. The -procels of. this 
Argument likewiſe is further managed in 
the laſt mentioned Book, 'p. 496, 497, 
Oe, | utg 

15. We judge our Brethrens Dodtrine, 
which denieth Chriſt's dying'for all men, to 
be very palpably and broadly inconſiſtent, 
with that moſt gracious property in God, 
which the Scripture calls Philantbropie, | i.e. 
the love of men, or mankind} and com- 
mendeth untq the World. For. he tt ha- 
teth, and defireth the mifery,2”! 1198 of, 
che generality of any gr"4/-1 BXy or com-" 
munity of men, cannot, cither with reaſon, 
or truth, be'faid to be a Friend, or lover of 
this Community, only becauſc he reſpects: 
and loves two or three perſons relating 
hereunto 5- but- only a lover of theſe per- 
ſons.” ' The faid Book, pag. 408, 409, &c. i + 
diſcourſeth the ſtrength of this Argument I | 
alſo more at Jarge. | 

16, It God intended a ſufficiency of © 
means unto-all men for their ſalvation, then  « 
> znm-moamg hrrwawt died for all mens in- I 
aſmuch'as there can be no ſufficiency of MW - 
means 'for any mans ſalvation, without at* 
tronement made for him by Chrift in his 
Death. But that God intended a ſufficiency 
of means for ſalvation unto all men'z ap» 
pears, 1. Becauſe otherwiſe God ſhould deal 
more diſtriatly,and with far greater ſevericy 
with ment hs Goſpel, or. in the Covenant” 
of Grace, thay'he did in the Covenant - 
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Of the Death of Chrift. + 
works made with them in Adam. For un- 


der this Covenant, they had a ſufficiency of 


means granted unto them tor the pertor- 


mance of the terms and conditions m it. 


/2.' God ſhould deal more rigorouſly and 


ſevexely with men, and this under the Gof- 
pel and Covenant of Grace, than he doth 
with 'the Devils themſelves, in caſe he 


ſhould'not vouchſate unto them a ſufficiency 


of means for their falvation. Becauſe the 
Goſpel, and the Miniſtry of it, muſt infal- 
libly, jrrefiftibly, and of necetlity turn to 
the aggravation of the fin, and confequent- 
ly tothe Aifreaſe of the condemnation of 
men, im caſe they be not ſufficiently pro- 
vided of means to believe it. Whereas moſt 
certain-it is, that God hath detigned no- 
thing, acteth nothing,not only which tends 
neceſſarily, or unavoidably, but which hath 
any tendency at all 'in it, to increaſe the 
puniſhment or condemnation of the De- 
vils, above the demerit of their firſt ſin, 
The Authority of this Argument is-turther 
confirmed by ſundry pregnant confidera- 


tions, in the oft-mentioned Book, pag» 498, 


499, &e- © ' 

17. We conceive that all, or far the 
greateſt" part of our Agzguments and 
grounds, formerly infiſted upon to juſtihe 


-our diſſent from our Brethren in their Do- 
Erine'of Reprobation, are of force to ju- 


ttifie us alſo in our diſſent from them about 


the extent of the Death of Chriſt. For it 
Gog hath not by any decree of Reproba- 


tion, 


4 - S - - \ - = 
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fidered as ſuch, from falvation, or - from'a 


-what real inconvenience followeth upon, or 


.here find that Chrift's dying for all men, 


Redemption purchaſed by Chrift. The eon- 


" . Of the Dewwbof Chit 
tion,.excluded any perſon of mankind, con+ 


a we 


pofhibility of being ſaved, neither hath he 
excluded them by any. purpoſe. or- de> 
cree from part and fellowſhip 1n Chriſt's 
Death. | A 

18. We cannot imagine, or comprehend, 


attends. that Doctrine, which afhrmeth, 
that Chriſt died for all men : or what prin- 
ciple, notion, or ground, our Brethren can 
reaſonably conceive would be gained for 
any Chriſtzan end or 'purpolſe whatigever, 
in caſe it thould, or could b&groved,,that 
Chrift died for no more, than the Ele& on- 
1y, above what is gained by the contrary 


a ae oc a © © wil. 


Dodrane. 

19, Such of us who have conſulted the 
Records and Writings of the moſt judi- 
cious, learned, and \-Orthodox Antiquity, 


a AX-x _ XA da a. 


th a i 


was, a: Doctrine, generally, 1t not . univer- 
{ally, held forth, and taught anciently in all 
Chriſtian Churches, and a@«cardingly. re- 
ceived. Yea, we find among(t our late-Pro- 
teſtant Writers themſelves, of beſt-efteem 
with us, very many paſlages and ſayings of 
perfe& conſonancy aud accord with that 
Dodrine, which avoucheth ,univerſality- of 


ſideration hereof is ſome further eſtabliſh- 
ment unto us, that the reſtraint of. Gods 
gracious intentions in- the Death of Chrift 
only to. the Ele& (as our Brethren coun 

| _ Elect} 
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Of the Death of Chriſt. 
Ek) is built upon no foundation either 
of Prophets, or Apoſiles, or Chriſt. 
20, Laſtly, We judge, that we are able to 
ſhew, and prove, that theſe places, IT pray 
not for the World, T lay down my life for my 


ſheep, even as Chriſt loved the Church, and 


gave himſelf for it, with ſome others, which 
are commonly brought upon the Stage to 
a&t the part of enemies to the Doctrine of 
general attonement- by Chrift, hold good 
correſpondence with it, and for matter of 
enmity, are altogether unrelated to it. 

If the Reader deſires any further account 
of our difſehit in the great point now ar- 
eued, he may pleaſe to receive fatisfa&tion 
by peruſing the 5, 6, 7,8, 18, 19. Chapters 
of the oft-named Book, Redemption Re- 
deemed, | 


Our grounds of diſſenting in the ſecond Reaſons of 
Difſear inthe 
ſecond parti= 

. . l » & ; 
1. We conceive that the Scriptures very he ſecond 


expreſly teach a pofhbility of ſuch mens head. 


particular mentioned under the ſecond 
neral head of Do&trine, are theſe. 


periſhing, for whom Chrift died. Deffr 

not bim with thy meat, for whom Chriſt died, 
Rom..'14.'15. And through thy kyowledge 
ſhall the weak Brother periſh, for whom Chriſt 
died, 1 Cor. 8. 11. who ſhall privily bring in 
damnable herefies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift 
deſtrution, 2 Pet. 2. 1. Theſe Scriptures, 
with ſome others, the Reader may pleaſe tg 
ſee;argued and debated at large, and fully 


vindicated from all ſuch interpretations, 


which 


i 


— 
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Of the Dettb of Chriſt 
which ———— to- carry ole ſenſe and 
meani other way. © Re jon Rt- 
Fes Chap. 8. throughour. 

2. 'We cannot find any Text or paſſage 
throughout the whole Scripenre, which fo 
much as hinteth. in the leaſt an univerſal 
impolbbilicy of their periſhing, for whom 
Chriſt died. | 
| 3+ Wecannot conceive how the Apoſtle 
Paul., 'or other Miniſters: of the Goſpel, 
ſhould - be unto God the ſweet favour of 


Chriſt, in thoſe who periſh, unle(s ic be ſup- 


poſe that Chriſt died tor- them, yea, and 
that the Apoſtle preached, an that other 
Miniſters | do preach this, in the name of 
God unto them. 

4+ Inalmuch as the Scriptures no where 
teach, that any petſon, living to years of 


diſcretion, is put into an immediate capa- 


city. of falyation by the death of Chriſt, 
but only by, and upon, the intervening, of 
Faith; ahd further, that they no where 
teach,that all thoſe for whom Chriſt died, 


ſhall, or will, at any time, believe, we con-- 


ceive it indemonſtrable from the Scriptures,. 


that none of thoſe, tor whom Chriſz died, 
ſhalb periſh. TRAIL 

5. We conceive that the glory of the 
death. of Chriſt, yea, and: of that Grace 
which. is given by God unto- the World 


therein, is the ſame, whether any perfon be- 
eve in him, and-conſcquently be faved by 
him, or no-: and-that no. perſon, or per- 


fons whatfdeyer; by any. ation ,-deport- 


1 


ment, - 
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/ ment; or behaviour whatſoever, can erther 
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adde any: thing to, or diminiſh, or take 
away. any thing, from.it: And we judge 
further, that whoſoever ſhall eftimate, or 
meaſure the death of Chriſt, and the Grace, 
or gracious intentions of God therein unto 
the cngrs by-the event, o* _ of both, 
or either, except in part only, are:highly m- 
jurious both. tothe one, and. the rt f 
6. Lally, We verily believe, that -no 
Text of Scripture, that can: be produced, 
norany Argument that.can be levicd,by our 
Brethren, tor the: probation of this Do» 
&rin&, Thatzall thoſe, for whom Chriſt 
died, ſhall certainly be ſaved, but, upon 
examination and; due: tryal, wilt be tound 
defe&ive in, and- fall ſhort of any fuch 
proof. a, R 
Our Reaſons. of diſſenting from our 
Brethren in the third and laſt ra Te- nmr the 
lating to the ſecond of the five heads 'of Do- third and laſt 


drine propounded, are theſe ; particular un-, 
I. We find no good footing in the i 


Scriptures to ſtand by our Brethren in this &;;nQ. 
DoGrine , That Chriſt -by his.Dcath pur» A 
chaſed the actual collation of Faith, or Re< 
pentance, upon any man, againſt. all. poſſt- , 
ble interveniences, as of negligence, looſ- 
neſs; prophanenels, &>c. 

2, 'We find. no'\ground in Scripture for 
any ſuch apprehenſion as. thisz viz. That 
Chriſt by his Death hath-procured any fuch 
grace, benefit,” or priviledge) for any of , , 
thoſe, much-lefs for. all-thoſc;. for Ron. x mY 
c 


"- s 


ould believe, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
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Of uh Dea 4 Gbr rift Saks 
died, aS;an infallible neceſſitation of them,: 
to'fepent,/orbelieve ; -or that all ſuch ra : 
tainly, or/ infallibly will, or; thall, either: we. 
pent, or believe. © - 

3- AlltheReaſons and nds aligned, 
by us for:onr [diſſent in the laſt a pat, | 
julifie'os-in-our-diffent in-this For:it" 
ſome of: thoſe for' whom: Chriſt dicd, may 
pollibly periſh| notwithſtanding, it roundly, 
follows, that he did not by his Death par- / 
chafe any ſuch priviledge (if priviledgeit 
were) for thoſe, tor whom hedied,/as a cer: ; 
cainty., or 'neceffitation by the power. oy . 
God, torbelieve; & 536 þ 

.4+\' Theiend of ' God's giving Chrift to =o 
for men; 19 'not faidito be; that all to whom, 
or for whoſe ſake, he 'was [given, might, or. 
ſhould believe; but, that whoſoever believetb' } © 
in him; |4- e. ſhould upon this bn Fo of 


| him; believe ] ſhould not perifh, but, &c 
13 16,” which plainly ſhewerh, that the in- 


tention of God in'Chriſt's Death, was not 
that -any'particular perſon, or perſons. by I} '» 
name, ſhould;poſitively,or abſolutely believe, 
but - that whoſoever | viz» out of the gene- | , 
rality of mankind;whether'fewer,or more;] 


laſting, life... 
5. We conceive that fuch a Jopatiqn af 
Faith: and Repentance by:God, which: is 
oppoled-by us in this particulary.. is utterly 
inconfiſtent 'as. well with the nature, as 
end,of the Grace of :God vouchlated, nal 
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this we (hall, render ſome further account; 
ynger.the Aon Dodine Cconcern= 
wget grace of God. 
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altly (for! this) all gut» we, have ye. 
_ with fram our Breths nw +5 
kin or pround to.) jaffifi hair enſe 


ſition tg Ours, in- Fn, r.1n 
hand. Mfh % hy latisfie aan 


on ſelves able G give a fair, Chriſt;an, and 


ſetisfaCtory anſwer unto it, 


EST: }, 


= 
——_—_— —— = _—R—o_—_y— 


CHAP, LL 


| 
ES. 


Gantonitn the third Head. of Defirine fro- 


| Ponhded, Thie Grace, Or Free Grace, of 
" God. 


WR rec teach, That the Ori- 
On inal or firſt | ring of tbe Salvation 
of the old, was and is, the a: the free 
and meer Grace and good Heirs God. In 
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Either im whole, c of in part. 
LS "oe ach. farcher ," That it is fri 
Wndeſcroed” Grace of God that 
jr eerie rt 7.4 $8. 1j6:0 a capacity 
belieot 
fed with "Lp * enable bim to be: 
lieve. won [$1 we any propenſion in 


our judgements to dilleat trom them in 


6. Their Do&rins 3 Is, "That that which | 


they call (pr \ crongh ).pr eventing Grace, 
Pane by Gt and eto b 


ut ek or "ejetied, bs or about the recoil 

_of it; by men. We imbrace our Brethre 
ſenſe and judgement __in rhis..alſo., 
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c1; 79+.; They, farcher athrop,,, Ther theſe prer 
Paratory or previous workzngs off the $pitis of 
- God in meltyin order 10, their carverſus, may 
: MU oh Crt rg Bifled,)and he re" " 
;:0f; porrptzont fe he ES 
hen oj ag ou 1998s cord. 10. this, al- 
{: Pt] + wi 4's: 
SLE Theychol 3" That God, doth-wery ſe> - 
riouſly and 3 good earneſt, ime. 4d. coll all 
; Bo: ”" grips "-—Þ 
"word and ſpirit be workgth, | | 
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KEEN bo ; bb X* Thi teach, That men are tified t | 
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About this 'Head of Dome brtibis 
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Particulars of 
diflent bout _ oy pa! from them, only; or mainly, in 


| the third head ee'ipareieulars. 
of Dodtrine, = Our” Brerhren | Hohie wad reſtrain 
LOO the'fibe Grice of God in. his'intendments 
1 of WWlyatian\y th adererminare number -# | 
rnen; (and this eompatatively, very incon 
| {iderable) whom they term, the Elect : We 
IJ onthevther hand believe the Grace'of God | 
x to be-fofite; Hitch; and only rowards f| 
i mankiwid, that he feriouly 3 the Go | 
vatwon'of ll men.” 96 \ 
2" Our" Brethren tikewife \Qraicen and | | 


3:7 27! 2 confine the Grace of Godin the'youdhs' | 
»-,1 +: >» fafement of means ſufficient: for falvayion,: * F 
_ * .._ to thedaiddetemninite parcrl,or ſmallnum< 
"+. +4: ber of, menz we eng 0 ieto be/-/ 
> Rey - - » ciiuſivs in his ſhon Of of it | ' , 
4 - thro. ghoucall Pair. ah "25k, —Y 4 
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2: ve.the non-op an 
doyary all choſe. who. arc 
aan, gs into a 


conver, an a nd Heought to. 48 
ivenels of, or -i9; the 

Grace of God towards them. We on the 0 
contrary teach the {ole cauſe of, mens mil: T 
carrying in. not partaking the great ble(- 08 


ot converſion, and believing, to re-. 


fide in men. themſelves only, or in«their 
own Wigary neglect > and wicked- 


4+ T hey affirm, That when God works "1 
eel up men, 'by his ſpirit in gr- 
der to tlikir Converſion, or with an. intent CAR ES 
to convert them, men axe hereby infallibly 1, 
and' irreſiftibly neceſſitated to convert, and | 
cannot potlibly ſo withſtand this wark of 
' God, about;or in order to their « cony 
but that firlt or lalt they. will, hall, -and 
| . muſt, be _ and really converted. 
y Whereas our ſenſe, (about this particular) 
is; that no man is io conſtrained, or necel- 
'fitated, by any a& of God, or of his Grace, 
ere his will, ro convext,/ os believe, but 
he may pollibly, through his yolun- oO 
ary negligence and .obduratencfs otheart, "4 
cont tally SET and, RP: | | 
heving. 
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Confidering,” T. That” ates was a 


| ci when al men were righteous, (aS, Taz 


it 445#” before his fall)” and; 2. That 
God loverh the righteous, and conſequent- 
ly; intends: falyation .unto therh ; and, 3 
ThatGods intentions are himſelf,and there- 
fore tinchingeable3' we- are rot. capable 0 
ntidetftindide, how it js pollibfe itt” chat 
&(&uta” intend rhe filyation of-all mien, - 
or dorhi the change of rnen, from righte- 
yy n', take, or. ſiippoſe, any 
TIN oa : Tor at* MM; 10 the 1 intentions 
of God.” Fot eyen'whillt he did intend, the 
Alvation'dk xi ghtcous 3 ey agd conſequents 


Iv thelt' det n; beir yet righteouss he 


da intefd, alf6 the condemnation of wicked. 
men, and conſequently their condemnation, 


it Ge of "Apoltafis, and dClinjng unto "N- 
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wn om, ip. defect-n the inter ions: 
So does Ge for his 
- was not.as by Wola as theirs 
- who core to. be ſaved, but. oaly.. ue he 
FF voluntaril negleQcth ſalvation, being of- 
Þ fered ew ich he that, eveth, and 
ſo.comes to-be fav, doth, not.1 How, aud 
in xyhat (cole, che mtentions of God,'may, 
according; to the: Scriptures, > a8 without 
the leaſt reflexion. of weak or. other 
diſparagement,;upon God, be faid/tomik. - 
carry, or; to, be made. fruſtrate, hath, been 
declarcd atglarge by one of, us a, | , , 4 See Redemp. 
4 We cnnot but Ea IF RO Redeemed, p. 
diſhonourable in the heſt, to the infoite 3%» 355 2159 
and immen(e Grace '0 God, to conceive, B+ 
that it ſhould, content, 'and contain it ſelf 
of 0 5a bounds, Fa he la coma | 
OL NNN Or inten 1 va 
6; of "an, hgdful, Or froatl po 
men, when as he had-an, tunity be- 
. | fore him to provide for the Gly ation of all; 


yea, and TOY {b the fel-fame paths 7 ai which 
. (as,our Brethrew chemaſelves, acknowledge) 


ft "PO TE II CITY . 
wo ” 6 
5 ; , | | 
5%" 


he made for ſome. few ts 75% it he had 
pleaſed,have equally provided for all (which 
they allo will poly pod Nor are we able "I 


; to.calt it, or make 1t 0ut/1 ous. thoughts, 
y.it can polhibly ſtand Frey kr 


EST Ve Gs SEES 


Y, 
| o may, wllorf llos of oor 
\ ok 25 thoſe whom our Brethrea 


E 4 | gragt 


2 ARBSYN, Ne 
, "Fon. Dordr. 


- __- pare, 2:p.78, 
FOR HRT IIS. 


and relief of thoſe. poor. Creatures by it. 


: A 
& gf 


Concer the Graze of God. | 


ml to be rt TOSE by it,.to vaniſh, into. 
e Air, or be as water {pile © upon the; 
ntl than' to: provide for the ſipport 


And'as the Apoſte Fobp {peaking of ch 
a ern who Pavnng, this Worlds god, and 
og 1 re er have hed, pe + ſhut- 


'Bowels of "co " Fw bi pe 
1 w dwelleth To for of God itt Ling? 


$0 (oaks &&) there would be. far preater 


\axgafion to demand concerning God, How 
&welleth the Tove' of tnan in im, or how 
is he ſo'-unmeafurably* gracious, it having- 
means and Gf town ty in Ris jnand'to re- 
| Hieve the who't World of mankihd in their 
© preat miſery and utmolt extremity, yca,and 
. this'without- the leaſt mconvenience.unts 
bim{df int any kirid imaginable, yet ſhall 
fuffer rhe'far” preateſi ' on 'of them to 

Tiſh: Aerhſitighy, without ſhewing them 

leaſt grace; favour, or compaſſion, or fo 
much a5" imtending the leaſt depree of re- 
tet unto thetn thereby ? 94:8 

5. "Our Brethiven theetſthves Brant, that 
ths MR of the hv Fray trul and 
ferioutfly call on of mankind unto 
temiffion of f 15-and DCs and that 


| whatſoever, Els tothe Goſpd,is of-- 


fered 'or (pro romiltd-by che, Miniſters there- 

E tn after the fame manner” on. 
ered' iid prof nto 

_ 6f *the> Goſp 

more to ke un 


[- 33 


»*. $7 


d | i Comjraing tht Gra 7 Gel. 4 T's | 4 
of and miſcth. remiſſion of {ins and falva- | 
<1 tion Et all men withont _—— he 


tf |: muſt needs! be -conceived trul Y and ſeri- 
tj ouſly to intend the-falyation of all men, - 
h. 6, All the Reaſons affigned by us (which 
4} © are many) for our diſſent from our Bre- 
= - thren in the ſecond and fixth , particulars 
= -under the 'firſt Head of NoCtrine, juſtitc 
7 us in this alſo. For if God hath. not dce- 
r creed from eternify Ts Reprobation of any 
v perſon of. minkind, as ſugh, who may not 
v | very pollibly. be ayed, any ſuch, Decree 
gf notwithſtanding z yea, and the primary 
= etnd/or afuccHdent intention of God 1n his 
ir | Decree of Reprobation, be, not the con- 
dÞ}} © demnation,'. but the (alvation of 'men, it 
6 roundly tolloweth, that then his gracious 
IF intentions of falvation extend thenilelyes 
(6 unto all rhen, 
mn 7.. Again all the Arguments and protinds 
of Taid down by us to juſtific'our diſſent in 
- the tirlt particular winder the ſecond Head N 

of Doctrine, ſerve us, upon- the Jike ac- x'Þ 
t count in this alſo. For if it be true that / 
dF Chriſt, according to the Counſel. and In- 
oF} © tention of God, died for all men without | 
t F exception, it muſt "needs be true alſo, that 
-Y - the Grace of God in'his intentions of. fal- 
: vation, ſttetcheth it (elf unto all men. * 
©, $:Lattly\ 'we. have neicher ſeen, nor 


. on of, any thing offered 'by olx Bre- 


either from the Scriptures, of ooher: 
wiſe, "that" cauſech the leaſt helitancy 


tiulnefs * in oug: judgements, a 


_—_— 


on 


eb we affere ind hold in this parti | 


” Reaſons of The grounds of our Uiſſene'in the 6.4 
4 ”* "difſent in che cond particular urider this third Head of : 
| ſecond parti-  Do@trine, are, | 
| Lure 4 | 1-.We Judge the Scriptures to be very 
; © of Dodrive, Pregnant atid clear in holding forth RI 
PRE.” * "That God vouchfafeth'*a fuffigiency of Þ't 
means unto all men whereby to be faved. | « 
Otherwife we catinot conceive, how it can Þ t 
: ( with trith ) be aid of him that he will | © 
Wo bave -all men to be ſaved, and to come to the | 
7e of the truth, 1  Tima2. 4 © Or, that 'Þ} fi 
willing that any ſhould periſh, bu 4 þ 
Aa fy 7 By come 20 repentayce., 2 97 3-9- Yo 
Or, that be defireth ot the death. of bim that | b 
ZEvrk. 18. 32+ "dieth, XFor doubles he is not willing that  Þ| 5 
" al mict{hotild be faved, who, 1. Knowing | k 
that they cannot be ſaved without ſufficient - |} c 
mearis gratited unto them by himſelf in*or-  F rn 
der. thereanto, and, 2. .That himſelf is able \} 
"without the-leaft | inconvenience to grant. C 
therii theſe means, ſhall yet retule to grant 'Þ | 
kb means unto them. Nor. can he he ſaid 'Þ} i 
#ot to.defart the death of him that dieth, who. A 
nowing that he maſt of necetfity die, un-'} b 
18 elf vouchſafeth ſufficient means to | f! 
We. prevent his dying, being. every waics able; 
_- . and Tithour RARE by to himſelf .in.the 1: 
no, lea; (9) afford The. ſhall. nevertheleſs dey - 
vouchfafement of { 
thels Jonrt of- Scriptuxe "ge 
| oy, wht u tug pies) 
lingely 1 ſtew 


| 


_” 
. 
.. _ 


as 
£ 
1a ys 
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Eoin Gargrond - 
Fm * 'rhelr' "'$efedtive"” Cojitentts "ales" 


2-21 The Spe clearly ads the 302, 10 
counflt or 'ofe of God about chofe Srpiens 
who periſh, to be this, that they ſhall be 418- 

 'Nf feft Gear ſe, Rvnt. 1: 20. Rim. 3. 19. 
, If Now we conctiva, that a 'pla'of i itrpo- 
f ' iehcy to perform that, which. 7 petſon is 
- | commanded to do, being made* accordin 
1 | to truth, is the Faireſ and firft-born of * 
! |F excuſes; yea ( indeed ) fortiewhar more-chan 
p 
» 
- 


an-excuſe, being a very equitable'account of 
© fiich a nompetterrirance. Yea, it na? who. - 
28 perth, fhoufd be'ina capacity « of pleading 
"7 only this, that the abilities of repetting or * 
+ 'Þ believing, which wete giveh unto them in 
| Adam b, were loſt. by him- without their 4 We do nox 
- | knowledge or tonſent, would” be' a very Þ*lieve>thar 
| jeebel ET Toe excuſe for their ceived my v0 
| *s Ity 1 ” 
| -3- The Scriprures report, that the Lord. cicher; toRe>. 
; 6g marvelled” Both at the ' unbelicf of pen. or be- 
£ fotne, who did,not believe, Mar. 6: 6. es (Ser Re- 
JF oat the Faith'of. others who di bdlicve, ra _—_ | 
N Maith. 8, 16. From the he} We cannot gog,: oe = 
} = infer,, that certainly Elrift. Knew Ke only make this. * 


cha ” 
— v y MF CRE” 


; 

v at whole unbelief te BN ga ſuppoſing 36+ © 
y vi efit power f9, believe'; ' Itdftiuch” as SO__ ns * i 
{F no man; confifitnt. in his ith arveleth 0 wa/rong < 3 ' 
Y it: 4 nan, becauſe; being i danger of hs 
p life, he" doth be fiye in Ai a Bird, 
. + to: make an eſta | ,0x doth Age" es ; 
F- he ike i: cit; or An fa. The nen-, 

Yoo ktiown' Rs, I is 


, 


g he later my 


panes in ac ti 


' BS # colt Red = h criptt likewiſe frequently. re 
| ppc ite = ief and PAGAL of 
2 Bs men into the arenas of theix | wills, but 
never (to our beſt remembrance) into a de- 
3M heicney gr want of. means or power tor r& 
=: penting, or believing, eſpecially not till a& 
ter Jong and voluntary obgduration. But. 
Will not come unto me, that ye might baye 2 
HER bfe, Joh..5. 40. So. to Fern lem how oft. 
would I bave gatbered\ thy Children— but ye 
| Would'; qt, Matth. 2 th 27. Except ye ſee 
Gans and wonders, ye Will not be'zeve, Joh. 4 
. (with many the like.) . From whence 
we cannot but conclude , that. the cauſe of 
every mans jmpenitency and unhelief reſi»- 
deth in his will, and not in want of meangs/ | 
ua" - ſufficient for his enablement to repent and 
a2 yet | believe, or to make him Who, to do both, 


Yorks. Scripture. teſtitierh that, God 
i unto ſome rſons,. who yet res. 
8: +... pented. not », means for repentance every: 
: 2h See chis-p1 hif as gracjous 'and BING as his wit 
| fagcof oh. dom ermitred him to 216. What could hay 
rare She af been done more to my. Vineyard, that I þaiy A 
W-._ yu bRe- 4 Ay Fr it Whefwe, when 1 looked that, 
| inte. oe nk re bros x Fen 
4 dcemed;y. 41.8, os 4+ A ſpirit of the fame\ 
491479 ( Sort Nath i in that Text allo. 
Kenpo fe Y Marg: 23. 37+ From whence" 
bo Hows mans imp-nitency Or uny 


Tay roveth' a want. © mean 
ch, aig him Pos and k, 


A. Wy and 


_—_ 


as a - ti ad 3- oa a ends add atat es 


ey nay; "mg LEE EY 


+> 


PO cmmngteGradyen. {a 

| Heveruntels we ſhall fay;that Godis not able 

to give any ſuch ſufficiency unto cyery man, 

whach (we-preſume) is na mans thought: 

The Synod of Dert it ſelf alloweth us Or> 

1 thedox in this, teaching the @me DoCtrine 

in' theſe 'words. Thoſe helps of Grace, which 

ave adminiſftred unto men-\ by God] are to be | 

m_ by the nature of the benefit offered Fl = 
Mos 


Sem; and. by the manifeſt word of Go 
#he abuſe of them, or the event a. Nor can we a Ex naturs 
judge, but that if God vouchſaferh a ſuffi- beneficii oblezi, 
ciency of mcans of Repentance, unto ſome, pe bevy i 
' who notwzthfianding repent not, he doth peri ms 1 
the ſame unto all others,being not able to ſa- ae itiis gratis 
tishe our {elves why God ſhould make a dit+ auxitiir, que 
| ference in this kind; although (by the way) boninibur ſap- 
| wedonothold that God vouchlaterh.cither ?*0170n'8r, net 
FJ an identity of means, or equality, unto all. {v, ant eatdnd 
1] | 6. The Scripture frequently upbraideth a8. Syn. Na- 
lf thoſe who believe not, with the example tion. Dordr. 
of others who do oF or John a $465 PAIL 2. p. 32.97 
| to you 24 the way of> righteouſneſs, and Ye _ 

Believed bim Not': but the Publicans and 

Horlots Believed him. Aud ye when ye bad 
ſeen it, repented not afterwards, that ye might 

believe bim b. The men of Ninivech ſhall riſe b Mar. 31. 35: 
1 «> it judgement with this Generation, and 

I Jha Condernn it, becauſe they repented at 
*J the preaching of Jonas, and behold, a greater 

"j than Jonas # bere c. By Faith Noah being 6 Mar: 12; 4ts 
"| warned of God of things not ſcen as yet,moved 
"T- with fear, prepared an Ark, to the ſaving of his 
—Y bruſe, by which be Condemned the World d; 4 Hob, 11. 5, 
8 Now we judg 'it a thing clear and evi- 
Y dent,. 
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£6 | wy $15 ; OR_L W 
Conciening the Grace of Gd. = I 
wident; teltdt cheRepentance of thoſe who re- Þ 
pent(and ſo the Faith of thoſe who believe) [| 
can;beno matter of ſhame;difparagement,or 
condemnation, unto thoſe who repent not, 
(andſo; who believenot)unle(s it be fuppo- F 
&d;: that they who repent hot (and fo who 
btlieve not)have a like-ſuffticiency of means I' 
ehabling them to repent; and believe, with 
theother. The caſting great:matters4ntoithe 
«2+. - Treaſury by great men, was no diſparage- 
4.2.» mentorſhame to the poor #idow, that caſt in 


".” 


hy « oof 4% ST ERS 
w eto ud os tn Ot os GH IS 


914% "> 2wa mites.only,becauſe theſe two mites 'were 
9199's * © her whole ſubſtance, ſhe was-not able to calt 
=: Hat in) more ;.in which  reſpe& dur Saviour 
224...» himfelf gives her. this teſtnmony, that ſhe 
Kit 22 bad:caft in more then they all. Their caſting 
pat in gfeat matters, would have been matter 


ef juſt diſparagement unto her, in caſe ſhe 
had been as wealthy. as'they, and ſhonld” 
oh ; have.caſt in her two mites only. Nor 15'the 
| - -* flyingofa Fowl inthe Air, any diſparage- 
ment to a man,in'that he doth: not the'like ; 
Nor is the ſpeaking of Greek, and Hebrew, 
by him;who hath been ſeven years at School 
to learn theſe Tongues, and hath had: the: 
+» 11, 22)" 1 helpofmenexpert and skiltul- in them to 
dazeR him, any matter of diſparagement te 


RS.000 = money o | wy; mp * ate mf rt et et reed 


Y ap Infant of daies, who is not as yet capes 
 - ble of ſuch. edugation, though he ſpeakethi 
7 , +», - .- ,theninot.,” Add generally where there is 
XY not an equaligy bf itrength, means, andabis}- 
of licics forthe performance of an action that 
Ko is commendable, the pertormance of it + 


| | him, orthem, who have the advantage of "Y 
| ſtvength! 


ER ; 9 "Hy | | & 4-4 T0 
DYE ho do bene, have the. Oropiipimaoayrok 


Heaven to athſt them in-beligying, ney, to 
"neceſſitate them to believe,- 


' grace unto thoſe who believe not, eſpecial 
Hifi it be ſuppoſed that they have mp Pow- 
-er at all to believe, . 
if foe The Scripture r vixeth no achctbes 
et to 


[meaning, with acceptation,, and-{ as:to 
pleaſe hine, as? the Context ,xoynd about 
plainly heweth] but only.to belitve, 1.Tha: 


God is, 2. Thathe i: « rewgre of alnſe win 
diligently ſeek, bim., Now .that men. | 


the light of nature, that ſenſe; and' thoſe 


the judgement of- Calvin, and all:Eeamed 
Divines, are found: ſtamped by, Go himſelf 


: : | upon the hearts and conſciences of, all men, 
" uy by the works of FIRED, .and = 
OL 


by the gracious tenor of 

4 cl datos, whetein ye yoo oe rs his 
; ppear daily. i in the World that 
X wine a) by alu in @ Gapaci 

\& to beliove both, 11, Thet Goa 355 12+ That 
as | if 4 rewarder of thoſe who, <lgony ſeek, 
3 15 evident, partly txom the Scriptures 
anſdves, Rom: i; 19, 20, 21. Atl-17,)27 
al 29, &c.. partly allo-trom the -wyitings of 
$4) W- Money (who nEyer had the; op- 
CORRS poxtunity 


believing is no matter of diſrepute or dif | 


enable any perſon to come (antto: God \ 


rally are in a ſuſkicient capacity, by 3 
impretlzons of a Deity, which, according fo. 


| @ Redempr. 
Redcemcd, pe 
Tg $7, Ke: 


b Page 6. 
& Part.” 2. page 


428, 12.9. 


khiooko tale9e every hit 2s much, (Fea, 
and 'much'wiore? cohcerting God , as, is 


leafs.” 
© may'find firther urged and Cine a el" 


' not toi intend any- thing, 


hdr the Or3dh of Gal. 
to ne t witty the Script phitcbſ { 
[6Euch) in which they declare Fans Þ- 


contained'in' the' faid two Pro 
This Argument; the Reader, if 


Ges 


where's, 
$3 The#Scriptuire oft mentioneth, that 
God, molt graciouſly, moſt affectionately, 
mdft: Eirriettly. invites ſuch perfons. to. re 
penit-and to believe, and this in order to. 
cheix ſalvation, who yet never come to re- 
pent: dxibeheve;>biit -in conchuſion perith, 
Phaces ofthis'import are ſufficient! known | 
and fave” been ported *at formerly b. B. And' 
this:DoQrine is Canonital by the-fuffrage” 
of rhis Syni6d"-af Dori it felf e, Now it it" 
ſhall be: kppoſed, that the men thus [it 
oullyi/rhius/afe@tionatdly, thus earneſtly in-* 
viced;calf'g, oftuited by God to repent, Fl 
nds. believe; have no thflicitnty of pow='J *< 
er; neither mediate, not-imrhediate, to: dg/ 
hen Godin ſuch gracious invitations, 
hecical applications of himſelf unco? 
_ ;muſt be conceived only to inſult; over 
xhew- in" their extremity of miſery, anc 
of alaving 1 


truly gracious,,0 
3mport towards then, | os 
ther ſfici:a\conceir as this be aty wa 
worthy the Ever-gracious and bleſſed" Gody 
or*{6. minch 4s in probability comporting 
witlythoſe- paſſionate wilhes: and NW reel bi 
ef -rncchers) Fafety- of thoſe whis 


7 "rope 
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—_—.... } leias 5 God fs 85 Ld acl b 
4" ntlyaſctibed/tmco God in the, p* | 
* 4 ; v ” mY 'S 2-1 3%. p W 4 | yo Ag 
| tiixes; we leave to the eader to 
A>2 = #1 @v* l ms ren ® - PE. 
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2 46 The Scripture frequently aſcyibeth the 
> | condemnation and, periſhing of ten; 16 
6 | thejr' , aon believings (and conſequently 
| fappoſeth it 'to be'a' fin.) But be that be- 
tieveth not, is condenmed already, becauſe he 
hath not believed, &c. Joh. 3.18. He that. 
believeth not the Son; ſhall not ſee life, but &&c. 
wo 36. Except \ye believe that I am he, ye. 
ſhall periſh, &c. foh. 8. 24. Now'if men. 
have not.a ſufficiency of power given unto 
chem by G8g to'believe; but the At of be- 
leving ( according to our Brethrens Do- 
Qrinc ) neceffarily requires the unbaring, os 
ſome extraordinary ftretching forth of. the 
315) ueiagy Arm of God to effe&"it, in 
i= | their being condemned tor non-belief, they 
n=} ſhould be condemned for not aQing or do- 
fr {ing that, which is proper only for God him< 
v{Þ felt to do, and conſequently, for not being; 
16] God, or omnipotent, as he is, 5XS 
I © 10. The Scripture placeth. that unbelief 2 
0:4 of men; which'is condemning, in this, that 
ÞY it maketh God a lyar. He that 'believeth on 
48 the Smr of God. hath the _— m bimſelf : 

bethat believeth not God, hath made him a 
2 lyar, becauſe be believeth not "the record that 
Gd gave of bis Sona, &c- So then if men 4 1 Job, s. F@ 
gener: Ily have means and power fſufficienc er 
tron God, co juftifie him in his fayings, as k 
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being a God of truth,,or to reftain and tor- 
ax the horrid blafphemy-of making him 4 
agg ; lyar, 
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Je 


hich.” fn th 'C 
xs ot all men { without CX>)) = | 
ent to. preferve.and keep: 

from, n Hig their foot... at this: 3 
rag be co n0n, the makin ag 0 | 
ſc ng man hath any ufficient, 


£ ft X or queſtion : or however, 
it is ft nh proved by the Scriptures. 
mentioned 1 in,our ſeventh Argument of this, 
levy. 

x1. The Scriptures plataly ack; that, 
the. World.or Generation of fnankind , 199 
putt into 2 better ſtate and condition in or. þ, 


= IT I nRneuang 


y the ſxond Adam, than that, whezein it. Þ 0; 
was'invelted” in the firſt; This we have; 
proved tormerly : and befides, it is the ſenſerll 1 
(we preſume) ot .alF conſidering men. But wi 
af it be truc,” that the far greateſt part of} 
Mm mays haye ſuch terms put, upon them. by be 

for the obtaining of life and - peacentit 
under the {ccond4dam or the Goſpel whichy pl 
are- beyond their firength, and which chey'Y 5, 
have no. lufficient power to perſorm, theylf af 
cafe:will be-fax otherwiſe 3 and the condi 7 
cion of mankind will be found to. have i 
been a thouſand, times, better, more hopefully; 


arid deſirable, in, the firlt Ada dam, where. (iy 
the judgement of all men) they were ng 
tutticient capacity of pericxmi ON 
ditions required of them unit e1 for. obs 
| Os and hzppincls, : 
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he Demis will be found Gods favourites in 
-compariſon-of men,(I mean of the far grea- 
© ter part of men,) unleſs it be granted, that 
5} all ment have a ſufficiency of means given 
"F unto them by God, enabling them to re- 
+F peat and believe. The reaſon of this con- 
ty {(cquence Path been formerly. given in the 
fixteenth ground of our diſſent in the: firſh 
FJ particalar under. the ſecond; general head 
| of Dodtrine: and the R it he pleaſe; 
'Gx any _ the- - whole Argyanene Beyer 
F what further - opened and profecuted Elie | .- - .. 
A where Y | = , The!) -aryeaan 1 
LF 13. The Scriptures (times withbut num- 499. $8, Þ 
ber) aftirm, that God is very gracious, mer- 
Fatul, bountiful, &c. and in; one; place very. 
a plainly, that be accepreth a man according to 
"WY that which he bath, and not according to that 
"y #hich be bath xot a, &c. Bit it he ſhould re+ ; « cor. g. 122 
WY qurc Faith and Repentance of men (as he 
doth of all men) and not_give.thera where 
With, or whertby to railc and exhibit them, 
he-(bou!d be rather like to thoſe cruel Egyp- 
ar Task-mafters fect over the Children of 
97a, who denicd them ſtraw, and-yet .ex- _ e 
=o ed of them their' tale of brick, and beat” Exod. 'L Its 
them if chey made itnot 2/07 like 'the hard 32+ 
__——— F z man - 
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X man/in the -parable,:charged by his Servant F 


ES! to gather, where he did not ſtrew; and t0 reap} 
6 Mat. 35: 24: yphere:- be” did not ſow b, than unto a ten} 
der,. gracious, and bountitul God. That 
; men never received power 1n Adam, to re}; 
242 vs belicyez .and that, in caſe it could JF; 
proved they: did here xeccive'them, yet 
that it Gands not, either with the equity or, 
gracioufnel-of Gods proceedings, nor with 
- the tenor of ſeveral Dedlarations made by 
him in the goſpel,co judg men upon. that a 
eount,both theſe have been demonttrativelyz 
"58. proved by one.of us in angther diſcourſe} , 
- eRedempr. +:14«: The. Scripture from pace to place 
Kedecmcd, p. | declaxeth-iithat God will: judge the Wor 
4035504 505? inrighteauſneſs and with ing ab that bg 
d Pfal. 28. 9. ill Judge every man, and re  tonto every 
A& 17, 31. mManacording to his works e,\that he is 410 res 
" eRow. 2,6,  ſpcCer. of perſons t, (with much more - of 
Revel. 26. 12+ Jike import.) Now we cannot underſtand} 
/ omatgyh huw God:cawbe aid to judge ' the World 
«c. > © in-righteouſncfs, and with'equity, or to res 
ward every man” according to: lis works} 
and this without rcſpeC ot. perſons, in cale};, 
it. be ſuppoſed: (as our Brethren ſuppoſe} Bp 
that he rewards? ſome men with crernatl ;g 
blefſednels and: glory, who do nothing but ;. 
what. they -are 1rrefiftibly: necetfitated and 
over-ruked by,a ſtrong hand. of power 48g 
do 5; and. adyidgeth others unto \the-venalf gy, 
geance; of eternal fire tor not doing thabl.;, 
which 1s umpothble tor chem to do, yea, toi; 
"not doing, that} which: is poflible only tell. 
- Ged hunlelt todo ;-<pecrally confident; 
Ms 7) , tha I 
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4 Y | Concerning the Grace of God." . F by 
oF that theſe adjudged to Hell-fire; may very 
50 pothbly have. done more; which in- a way 
Wy of equity 4s rewardable, -the (cantneſs* of 
I cheir ſtrength 'and means confidered,' than 
—F they 'who arc rewarded : with "Heaven, 
'F conſidering not , only '-the ſuper-abundant 
I tirength and means, wherewith they'iwere 
I fupplicd by God, above the others, for the 
J doing of whatſoever they did, but alſo thar 
'F they were abſolutely necetlitated todo that, 
I for, or according unto: which, they, are fo 
highly rewarded. +{Therctore certainly all 
men fave iflcient means trom God for 
F their ſalvation. 
FJ 25+ The Scripture affirms that the Apo-. 
oF les were (and conſequently, that: all ftaith- 
"Ff ful Miniſters of the Goſpel, are.) in their 
FJ Miniſtry of the Goſpel, the ſweet ſavonr of 
{a Chriſt anto. God," in them that periſh, as well 
ukly 2s it them that are ſaved a. Now we cannot 4 2 Cor. 3.15; 
r1d conceive, how, or in what reſpect, one or ' 
"F more, cither Chyift himſelf ſhould be a 
"Y ſweet ſavory unto God in thoſe that periſh, 
=F or his Apoſtles and Miniſters the ſweet ſa- 
(c) wir of him, | 3. e. perſons who by their 
I effetual tender of him unto men, as well 
FF.unco thoſe who periſh, as unto thoſe 
"8 who - are ſaved proclaim the unſearct > 
Fable riches of his Grace in him unto 
NF the World, which is a thing very ſavoury 
2 nd acceptable unto God | unle(s it be ſup- : 
poſed, that. eyen thoſe who per;ſh,'are 1n a 
@pacity of receiving him, andbelieving in 
tm to ſalvation, as wcll-as thoſe, who come 
+ G 3 to 
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Conetrhing tbe. Grace of \Gods, 7 
to bs ſaved. Brit this granted;'or ſuppoſed 
iti very obvious to'our apprehenfionshowp 
the- Apoſtles might "be, and: faithtut Mini” 
- ers of "the Gotpel now may be, the ſweetF- 
* ferdu? of .Chrit wo God,ccvem in thoſe wht, 
periſh, as well as in thoſe who are ſaved; ag} 
- viz> by declaring and making it to ppeay 
' that 'God-was not ftraitened m bowels, or 
graciouſneſs of intendinents/towards then 
more tha unto others $ and confequently;: 
that their deſtruction is {oklyand intirely 
' from themſelves, and not from him, noxfÞ 
' from any deficiency; or dcaial of his Grace 
- unto them. OT RUE 
--'16, The Scripture E6\deth forth thi 
rule of equity; as that by which God will 
proceed in his awards and dealings with 
| men : wnto whomſoever much is given; of bim 
þ Luke 13. 43. pit much be required b. This clearly ins 
+ * clades in it two other Rules of like equity! 
7. That where, or to whomſoever, little ig 
given, little of him will be required. 2, That 
to whomſoever nothing is (given, of him 
nothing "will be required, '(2iz, to their jus 
ſtihcation.,” and falvation:) From hence if 
clearly follows'(m our apprehenſions) that 
vt- whoſoever -God trcquireth+ Faith 'and 
Repentarice (as he doth of all men) to then ' 
- hehath'givena ſufficient proportion of abi 
\, lies, ſtrength, and means', whereby to 
_raile, and afford them. And that in calf 
any man'be denied a ſufficiency of powet - 
to bilicye, that God requires not Fajth off © 
Moe ed bk 17. Trey 
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4. "27. The Setiptiire>reprelenteththe con | 
;\ dition of allandevery perfor of” mankind, 
- as wellof thoſe who ſhall perith, as of thoſe 


=_ 


to that” ſhall-be: ſaved; ig the parable of the 


- 


by Talents a,in which we her of n6 ifari gitt- « Mar. 
oF -ftioned,or called 9 accomr;, but only choſe 
J. that hid revived” Tales, one; or. 


They who'had' reetrved/ more, brotight in 
\ accounts. of a 'proportionable itriprove- 
- ment, and were accordingly commended, 
-and rewatded: He that" received only one, 


| 1h  -i5 ſorely reproved” by 'his Lord, aþd-cotn- 


-mandegl fo baceft int utter d:rbnefy; where 
here ſhall ve weeping, and 'g1aſhing. of teeth, 


j '» a8 having becrr aw wnmprofitable Servant; and 


bid-bis 'T lent inthe Earth.” Theſe Talents 


1 [mult nceds Befippoſed to have all beert of 


-oneand the fame kind, and therefore equal- 
_-ly capable of *mprovement to the approba- 
tion \ and Teward'-of thoſ5" who" received 
them.” Otherwife;' if his'Tlent, ' wb was 
-condemned-by his Eord'fof Milling it orftd 
have been fo*conditioned; "that it was riot 
-pollible for hirty to have improvedit,as wdll 
as his fellow-Servants improved theirs; the 
ſentence: of | condermation- given againit 
+ himby his Lord; would have been very an- 
1+ reafonable,'hard,'and unjuſt, as having to 
+. other ground" for it, brit 0nly this 3' viz | 
That a-poor wretch did rot do tnore, yea, a 
chouland times rgore, than was polhible for 
4 bin to go. Tr: FANS 
|. / 18. The Scriptuge defineth or defcribeth 
OS the Gofpel (as we haye RIOT OREONE) 


+2) Luke 19.1, 


E” _— 4 T Optra meant 
"4 bye e his Character, that-it..isa Dottireo 
0 Godlimſa 


pr Tim. 663, Tout, acc abi -iael 4 Ss 
WE $5 3+ "© fiemer.or Es Truthz.or RIn09þy 
| conKitytion, natare, and tendency whereof || 

in. every vejn and part of | it, is to-advarice”, x 

Pak in the World. So that every Do- / { 

. rige, or opiniqn, whole dire@ and proper. 

, -tendengy 1 35S -£O. promote godlineſs amongſt. 4 

_ men, mult,of ,necel{ity..corxcſpond, and he } Þ 

of affinity. with the Goſpel;anf cont.quent- A 

1y, muſt, needs be. aztyyth 4. as-0n+the: con- YA 

trary;, what. Dotrine; ſoever-is dircetly,  F 

4 

I 

bf 


& 


A— 


cither gcſtructive, c or obltxuctive, unto god- / 
<2 linels, muſt-of neceſſity be an error." Now |, 

Ei 85. far as: we oe gre able to judge, that Dodrine| « 
| b=4 which th. every pex{on of mankind 


V 

to be; FT the Grace of God, inveſted} < 

. with power and abjlitics £9 repent, and:to\'} 7 

_belicve, is of an expxe(s, and pooret teri- | 

Larney ion the. advancement. p i godlinefs, - | 
[thy engagements amongſt men 3-as | - 

BM Hoe rr Doctcane, which 1a- .Þ 4 

ow to. put-+men, into a canceit, or belict, t 
t.they.are bound hand and fent,and:can-. 

' not moxe fo muchas-Dne AHtep towards re- || < 

Ss ponrangy yea, may labour all daics of their Þ} 4 

ives.to repent, and believe, and yet die im- ©. < 

penitently, and periſh, everlaſtingly, when | + 

hf 

"x 

| 
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Fhey have done, we cannpf-but judge to be | 
ine. of. the keeneſt enmity, and 


4 fierceſl antipathy | agaiglt Godlineſs , that ] o 

EL Fen cat be imagined 3 becaule it: Liar ; 

1 eth+ that ſpirit 1n*men, which. principally -- 

provoketh unto ſt and without which 
all 


"2 


"43 
4. 


iÞ " Dianeg Pda > 
Tf: afother-morives whatſoever are dull-and 


 deayours to. obrain. , 
-+419-: The Scripture ever and anon ſpeak- 
* £&h»very glorious and excellent things of the 
Grace of -God 'towards men 3 and particu» 
lily affirmeth,that where ſi abounded,Grace 
did abound much more a. Now we cannot 
but judge. ic- to be highly concumelious 
--and injurious to the Grace of: God, that 
any man ſhould teach, or fay, that he pur» 
, i polcd and reſolved from cternity,to deſtroy, 
1} ang chis, with everlaſting perdition, mil- 
y Jons-of Ns yea (in a'manner, only a 
» i} mall remnant comparatively excepted) the 
—& whole Generation of his beſt beloved 
T F Creatures, men; and this for, or in caſe of a 
- Pon-pertformance of ſuch Articles, terms, 
and .conditions impoſed on them, which 
him(clt certainly knew were impollible for 
them, even by the beſt and uemoſt improve» 
ment or-deportment of themſelves, to per- 
Hes | 
-..,20, God certainly knoweth that men 
>a repent, or believe, but only by 
Gracc and means received trom himſelf in 
.order to the performance-of theſe actions. 
And yet-we know that he threatneth dam- 
4 nation unto all thoſe, who ſhallnot.repent, 
J and believe. Now we cannt but judge it 
Þ @ firain of extream weaknels, and altoge- 
BN ther unworthy, and unbecoming. the inh- 
nitewiſdom of God, to:threaten men with 


-the ol horrid puniſhment that can be 
umagined, 
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dead, we rnean, the ſpirit of hope by en- 


wx 


a Rom. £..9, 


| - Concerning the Grace of "God. oF 
imagined, for the non-performance of ſuch} :/ 
ings, which he knows" that himſelf only} | 
-35-able ro perform, and that-the perſons F > 
threatned by him,” neither are, nor. can be} - 
in any capacity to perform them *but only} 
by ſtrength and means 'trom himſelf, which Y 
notwithitanding he refuſeth ito; grant unto JF - 
©, 21. All our Arguments propounded for} - 
our juſtihcation 1n - difſenting from our” 


Brethren in the former particular, firengy 
then our hand here allo. For it God really 


intends the ſalvation of allmen, we cannot 
conceive how he ſhould deny anto 'thern 2. 
ſufficiency of means whereby to: be fa-Y*: 
ved. - + 4.40 
22, All the reaſons and grounds likes 


wile formerly laid 'down by us' to render! 
our diſſent in the ſecond particalar under 
the firſt head of Do@trine, warrantable, 
Rand by us in our preſent difſent alfo. For: 
1 Gcd from eternity decreed not the Re- 
probation ' of any perſon of mankind, fo, 

_ or upon any ſuch terms, but that notwiths 
ſtanding his Decree, this perſon very poll 
bly may: (or at leaſt ſometimes, might)* be 
ſaved nay, it that very Decree ot Repro+Y 
bation was. made and- publiſhed by God in 
order to+the ſalvation of thoſe;who through, 
their own wilful: negle&+ come in time to. 
be reprobated by -it (which we make good 

in our fixth- particular of difſent under; 

that head) itclearly follows, that God: out 

. of the unſcarchable riches of his Grac 
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7 —-Concernjug tb Grece of God-" 
1Þ - vouchſafeth unto'every man means compe- 
ons FF > +234 Te much ſirengrheneth us 10 the point- 
be, in hand, that we -tivd. all * Oxthodox and 
nlyy © Learned Antiquity (as far as.any of us 
ich}. bave had opportunity ts fearch-into. theis 
ito Records) praiſing our DoG&rine concern» 
- Ing the free Grgce of God,as ſo tar xcjoycing 
" oyer, and magnifying it ſelf. in the World, 
25 to put all Heſh- into a capacity. of falva- 
gs -- tionz according to that of Auſtin: We 
] l ” abominate the blaſphemie of thafe, who #each 
10t that auy things command-4d of God, which 
12  *w1poſſible for man to 403 and that the Com 
{a-F*' mraudments of God cannot be performed-by 

JF © entry (particular many but only by all men to- 
i gether a. And this Bkewile of Baſil: the -—_ 
ler. Great. Tt is inpion- to affivm, that the Pre- Co 
ler} cepts of the Holy Ghoſt are impeſſible b- SO: cunt 1mpoſſbite 
le, that the great\ Aﬀertors of' Chriftian Re- aliquid homins 
or}-- lgion of old, found 472ſphemy- and. ianprety 4 Deo oft pre- 
ej in that Dodtrine, which many pretending Re 

| « ets Fa . el 
(0, - to Orthodoxifmy in theſe daies, cry up 28 y,x « Gnouiiee 
he the greag Afſertrebs of the free grace of Gods ſed ab omnibus 
I- Wechave in a readine(s very many amore #n,communt 
= tefitmonies from the beſt Antiquity of ke poſſe ſervari. 

| \nport. | | , s \, | 
inf. 24, Neither arc we a littleconfirm'd in Pars" T6 . 
” the: juſtgeſs of our preſent” diſſent} by 29,0049 - > 
08 thoſe frequent paſſages and ſayings, very 
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1 phain, pregnant, and cxpres, which occur 
ry to us in the writings, afid diſcourſes of our 
SF © Brethren of oppolite judgement, of per- A 
"Fc accord with that -Dodrine, which we 4f%, Yell. J. 
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here tmaintain. We are able to produce niz- 
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ny Gayings-from them of. this, import, bue '} 
that now we are debtors, by reſolteibyr and & 


, promiſe, unto- brevity. A' teſtimony from 
an adverſary (much more many from ma- 


ny) 15 both by common interpretation, and 
upon @ rational account alſo, of ' good Au- F 


Mority. and weight. 

.25. Laſtly, We never yet met. with any 
thing, either from our fricads, the Scrip- 
tures,or from our adverſaries, our Brethren, ' 
any wats conſiderable to. counterpoiſe our 
wa pen againit the weight ofe thoſe, 

th Scriptures and | Reaſons, Which 'we 
have now bricfly mentioned, as the grounds 

| of: our: diſſent from our.,Brethren in the 


| FY particular in hand. Yea, we are (o full ot 


aſſurance, that we. have'truth on our fide 


In this, that-we cannot but judge-the con= 


_ trary Do&rine to be very palpadly and ma- 
 nifeftly» derogatory, and ''decrating, from 


the praiſe of the tree Grace of God 3 yea, / 


to be the' bane and quench-coal of godly 
endeavours 'in men, and to have dire&ly 
occaſioned the loſs and ruine of many 
thouſand precious ſouls, who building upon 
the imaginary truth of it, never thought of 
awaking 'ont of their. ſleep ,. or” ſtanding up 
from x :dead; and conſequently never : 
were in that regular poſture- the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, to have the light of lite, given by 
Chrift unto them, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, 
and ftand up| or, aſe} from the _ dead, and 
Chrift ſhall give thee light. Eph. 5. 14+ 


p_— 


In ” 


Y -, Conkeinigg the: Grace of Gad, F, 
- F*© Tithe third particular mentioned undey 4 
" | the third head of Doctrine, we cannot ac> jgen, in the 
; 2 cord 'with our Brethren for thele Rea+ chicd particu- 
 F* fons. : | | lar. 
| 1.. We find the Scriptures from firſt to 
$ Lf, reſolving the puniſhment, condenma» 
F cion, and dettrution of men, into them+- 
#  {clves, and for the moſt part into their own/ 
F wills (as was formerly obſerved) never into 
- any defet of the Grace of God towards 
# them. We ſhall not need. to cite /paſlages 
' apo this account ; they are ſo numerous, 
J obvious, and neer at hand. 
-, 2. The Scriptures affirm that God doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the Children of - 
- mex 25 Tt he doth rot atflif, (with exter- , Lam, 3; 33; 
nal afflictions) or grieve men willingly, [ 3. e. 
aut of any propenhſion natural, or eſſential, 
8 unto him] much leſs can.we think that he 
-- doth willingly inflict the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire upon the. Children of 'men: and 
conſequently, neither can we judge that he 
is defeQtive or wanting in ſuch ſubminifira- | 
tions of Grace, and means of falvation 
unto them, by which they may very poſlibly 
eſcape' or prevent. this moft dreadful in- 
- fliction by his hand, And if fo, then can- 
not\ the reaſon.of any mans periſhing be 
"aſcribed unto. God, or to any denyal , 
- of, withholding of. Grace by him, . but 
FF cnly to the negle&*” or abuſe of that. 
'F_ Grace, which/is by him vouchſafed unto 
(them... | | 
- 3:Thoſe moſt affeRijonate expreſſions ro 
<4 ( 


_” 


oy © naulaed) mentioned) of his 2 P21C « 
©. defi may meat everi of thoſe 'who'7 
: tl - periſh, plainly enough declare, that bets no : 

- - waies acceſſary., to their periſhing': " and? 


We: _ - conſequently, that they perith nof toF-want 

of Grace from him, whereby to be! faved, 
K | but for their volintary non-co 9p. 
with that Grace, i which is vouchſated' to). 
'them,;and: which complyed with, and im-- 
—_ was ſufficient to have fared 


mn Wh God witheholds ſuch grace, or | 
E fic an aſſiſtance of his Spirit, from men, |} 
by without which they cannot- a ally * rc- 
WE... pent;-br- believe, this withholding 1S\ not F 
> +» -*. * tobe charged upon God, as if he 'wereat”' | 
_— all backward,or unwilling to afford it.uh-; ' bY 
I to them 3- but, to be imputed to their owt} | 
voluntary. neglect; or abule, of. the graceal- =} \ 
ready, receivedz' in which cafe God judg-. } 
-cth"1t : not: conſiſtent with his wiſdom and” {© 
holineſs: (and: conſequently impoſlible for) | | 
him) co advance any further proportion, or ' 
degree of grace unto them, but rather gra- 
dually to withdraw the 'grace already gi+ 
x ven, according to'that moſt equitable Prin--: ;; 
ef ciple (oft mentioned and; aſſerted by our, 
"on G Saviour in the Golpel;) To bim that bath, / 
__ fhallbe given, and be (halt bave abundantly « * | 
but from him that bath' not,” ſhall be Faket A 
_ away. eveu that which he\ hath« ©. Þ 
"mJ e 5. All thoſe 25: Argutnents lately p6o-iN 
Wo... duced and inſiſted upoa by us, to-acquit ' i 
RET Our ves from-ervor 1 in PEROT our 


Bre-" 


«hs 's the Grave of < God. 
zethrer winter ood point, ve 
I. ony. £o: our faichfulneſs poi gre 
N, Hom in this alſo. For if 'God vouch= 
= | ith afe means of falvation unto all 
| ale free from their con- "* - = 
Cr ,-and the blood- of their ſouls IJ 
FT tcfieth-upon their own heads. 
3 >>6. Neither hath any thing as yet been 
reſented to our thoughts, -either. by our 
ethren,. or otherwiſe, of any competent 
a turn our judgements unto them 
| Wo the particular. 
F We cannot accord wich our Brethren in g..c_._ ; 
F-+ the fouutle and'and laſt particular, under- gifen io che 
. the. preſent head of Doctrine z- becauſe of fourth (and 
- theſe conſiderations lying in-our way. . at) percieu- 
1-. The Scripture. plainly-informeth us, SOIT = A 
$ that God-went as far as' he could to make hed Do. ; 
4 his Vineyard (the People of racl; and- men &rinc. I 
of Fudah) fruitful; 3. e. to'draw. them to © 
bares believe, and. ſo to. bring forth -. 
| *F fruits worthy repentance: . yea; he went {6 
- far in this kind, chat he referred. it- to the We” 
1 | | mg chemſclyes, to. conſider, judge, and \ 
JS ay, whether it was, pollible tor him to | 
'Y have gone any further, or no 3 as being con- "2 
| fident, thatchey could not <harge; or chal- MN 
* lenge him /in this behalf ; as _ did "15:18 
| 9 hes could bave- been done _mure 20 my. 
WG cot following, plainly ſhew, 
at they neither did repent, nor-believe. C 
A Aoneh # ferub, wild Grapes : 5 
Fe From, nM 
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Y d, that I have not done in it?- Yet the 
ewben I looked that it ſhould bring 


& Mar. 23. 37- 


_ refiſtibly, ſh 
- when the ſpirit of "God, did moſt ſcriowſly, 


 1ntreated by God, gained hereby unto him,” # 


leaſt; ordibarily; and in the ftariding courſe '* 


der the 16ſt abeionnteand et ap» 


Kerns: the Grace sf 


Irien as undeidably ct hd 
when God advanceth-ro rhe higheſt pircti 
of Grace, when he judgeth meet to on, 
ot put forth, i in order to the converſion of 
any ian, 4t remains yet ih the power or his ; 
berty of this perſon, untill he be aQually* 
converted, nor to be converted ;" and con-® 
ſequently, converſion is never wrought ir- © 


2. The Scripture plainly declareth, that; 


molt affedtionately, with -all poſlible ren! 

derne(s, and this for a long time together, * 
apply himſelt to the gaining, Convert- * 
ing men. unto God, yet the Fe ect jof conv 
verfhon. did not follow, neithex were the * 
perſons thus graciouſly and thus effe&rrally 1 


O'Fernfalem, Ferfalem, tho that hilleſt the. 4 
Prophets; ad. ftoneft them, which are ſont uns"? 
#0 thee, how often would T hive gathered thy * 

Children togetber, even as an Hen gathereth” p 
ber Chickens together, 'and' ye would not 2 
When God moſt, ſeriouſly, moſt affe- of] ft 
Qionately, moſt cenderly, intends and at- *} V 


, rempts the converſion of men, it catinot be*® W 


imagined but that he patteth forth 'him-<""ÞN 42 
{1 Sith: the' greatelt cithcacy-ot- ftrength*® th 
and power tor the - procurement hereof; iN fic 
which he judgeth- meer at*any'time (orat \Þ 


of his 'providence ) to uſe m ow to the ® 
obraining of the like end:" If then men vo 
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Pd cheat 
plications of God unto them for their cott- - 


JF vertion, may notwithſtanding temain-un- 
7F converted, evident it is that -converſion is 
2Y not wrought wreſiſtibly. | 
A 3+ The Scripture very frequently attri- 
-buteth unto God a moſt pathetical. and at- 
AF fe&ionate manner of dealing with wicked 
and. impenitent men about their converſi- 
on, as that he ſtretcheth out his hands unto 
them, that he demandeth of them why they 

-& will dic, or periſh, that he wiſheth and de- 
1Y fireth they would hearken unto him, that he 

i bath compaſſion on them, &c. Now all ſuch 
geltures aad/expretiions trom him as theſe; 

{FE muſt be looked upon only as theatrical, or 
2Þ as the mimique aCtings of love, friendſhip, 

1Þ pity, &c. by players upon a ftage, in caſe 
it be {ſuppolcd that they do not import a 
a reality and cordialneſs- of intentions itt 


14 
\7} God for the great good of converſion to- 
x 


wars thoſe, to whom they are made, and 
FF relate 3 and confequently, a real communi- 
{2} cation unto them of fuch a meaſure, of 
-} firengeh- or athſtance for their converſion, 
=} which he is wont to afford unto thoſe, 
:+Y whole converſion he molt cordially intends; 
© and who come actually to be converted 
thereby. For otherwiſe, all the ſaid expref- 
tions would amount. to-no more, than as 
if a man ſhould in a folemn and grave man- 
ner, and with'a ferious conteſt of words, 
urge and: intreat'a.perſon, that is both deaf 
-and-dumb,'thac he would ſpeak ; and ſuch 
applications. of - his not 'tucceeding, a5 to 
< G cauſe 
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tes pogE man coſa, ſhould a heres | | 
upon affectionately. complain, and: enter-/# } 
grand congelt with -ham, becauſe he did not 


=_ The. Scripture deeply chargeth ſome 
impenicent perſons with refiiting the Holy: 
Ghoſt. | Te ſtiff necked, and wncircumciſed in 
_  beart and ears, ye do alwaics refift the Holy 
"aA. 3:51 Ghoſt : 4. you Fatbers did, ſo did yeas It is 
plain, thax fuch a reſiſtance is here mean, 
which was joyncd with impenitency and 
unbelict, Now. if the r2al mntent ot the 
Holy Ghoſt in his workings, ſtrivings, and 
contendings with theſe | n,* was not to 
convert, and bring them home unto. God, 
(ns conſequently, his workings in them of 
at kind ot: working, by which men ors 
dinaxily are converted ). but on the contra» 
xy cither to leave them ſtill unconverted, or | 
to ſubject them to a greater conderrmation; 
they might -more properly and truly be 
{aid, to have complicd or comported with 
the "Holy Ghoſt in that, fintul carriage here 
laid' to their, charge, than to: have reſiſted 
him. For he that goeth-alpng with a mag 
10 his Intentions, and eſpecially who doth 
that, without which ſuch a mans ends cans 
not be-obtained, cannot . (in any. tolerable 
| +a_ of. Speech)* be be (aid to rel 
its 
E:. | 5. The Scripture records, theſe work 
bs =p by bx w_ Chriſt unto = Robe 
4 G , and unbcleving lews;— Bat theſe 1 
© Jo. Fo 5500 (ay, that ze miakeSefoed & Aa the Cup p» 
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> the Grace of God. 


Miniſtry of Foh# Baptift, ' ate thus ex- 
elſed : 7 


he ſame came for @ witneſe, 10 


. bear witneſs of the light, That all mix through 


him might believe b. Now from- ſuch paſs # Joi. 1: 7. 
as theſe we cannot [but teaſon thus: 
It Chrift's intentions in thoſe - things - he 
tpake unto the Fews, were their ſalvation, 
dr, that they might be ſaved, then muſt he 
needs be ſuppoſed, in, by, and with thoſe 
fayings of his to' have vouchſafed unto 
them ſuch 'a meaſure or degree of Grace 
in order hereunto, (we mean their falyas 
ton) by Which they might have been, and 
by which men. ordinarily are, faved. He 


thar certainly knows that ſuch or ſuch an 
end cannot 'be obtained, withoat- ſuch a 


proportion of means.uſedby himlelf in or- 


- der thereanto, by which ſuch like ends; are 


wont to be, or at leaſt may be, obtained, and 
yet {hall refuſe. to uſe ſuch means, (eſpe- 
cially when the uſe of them is no wales 
rejudicial unto him) cannot with truth be 
id to intend ' ſuch an end. But.-evident it 


' 8, 'that the Jews, to whom Chriſt thus 


fpake,” and whoſe falvation he intended, 


| were not ſavingly-(we. mean, as to matter 


of ſucceſs, or effe&) wrought upon 3 for it 
ſoon after followeth : But ye' will not come > 
unto me that ye might have life Co Theretore c verſe 40s 


converſion is not wroadght ixrefiltibly. 


There is the ſame conſideration of the 
_ place alſo. | 
>, 

O% 


The Scripture very frequently aſcribes 
G 2 TEgey 


% 


\ 


J ed Jam, x0 Is, 


- - * : y T Y , 5 "" 
Conterhing the Grace of Gods 'Y 
F I PS on 


we are not able to conceive how the Word 


or fellowſhip inthe work. For if the work 


) be wrought by an irreſiſtible or ftectſhtating 


neration, or converſion unto the Word} 
of -God, ox the Golpel. Of bis own will be- 
gat be ur with the word of truth d, Sce allo,” 
1 Pet. 1. 23. with 25.'2 Pet. 1. 4s Rome 
IO. 17. &c. Now it converiion be wrought 
by any irreſiſtible power of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ſhould be inſtrumental, or have any part 


of converhon be efte&ted or accompithed: 
with an irreſiftibleneſs of power, there is 
no place tor the intereſt or interpoſure of 
the Word about it. Or if jt ſhall be ſaid to 


power, and yet by the inſtrumental effiti- 
ency of the word alſo, then it directly fol- 
lows, that one and the ſame work, at one 
and the fame time, may be wrought both 
reſiltibly, and irrefiſtibly. 'For certain 1t 15, 
that the efficiency or operation of the 
Word, which confiſteth of exhortations, 
promiſes, threatnings, and other - Argu- 
ments of encouragement and perfivaling 
(and conſequently, 15 only moral) is reſi» 
{tible 3 yea, and is (according to our Bres 
threns own principles, 'and frequent cons 
ceihons) frequently reliſted. Or if it ſhould 
be faid, that the Word worketh converſion 
irrefiſtibly, and the Spirit alſo urrefiſtiblyy 
then ſhoald there be a combination'ot tw& 
irreſiſtible powers or operations to produce 
one. and the ſame-work : and if fo, ther 
(quelttonleſs) either the one,x or the othery 
mt be ſuperfluous. 4 
| | 7. This 
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 Concerving the Grace of God. 
+ 9, The Scripture in the Parable of the 
"Talents, prefenteth thoſe Servants, who 
- were diligent and faithful in what was com- 
"mitted unto them, inveſted with commen- 
dations by their Lord and Maſter, upon the 
account of their faithfulneſs. His Lord ſaid 
 #nto bim, well dowe, thou good and faithful 
Servant 2, &c. And again, — Well done good 
and faithſul Servant b, &c. And eMe-where, 
;& | fuch as believed, are faid to have dbtazined 


LOLLI IRS 


Ff | © good report through their Faith c. Now it c Heb, x1. 35. 


o | the Servants were necel{itated, or irreſiſtibly 
g | vroughtyts b- faithful, or upon ſuch terms, 
i- | that it was fot poflible for them to be other, 
k- 8 there 15 no ground or colour at all why 


18 | they ſhould be fo highly commended for it. - _ 


h | #n like manner, if the Saints of old, were 
s; | made to believe irrcfiltibly, or whether they 
16 | would, or no, they obtained their good re- 
5; Pore wichout cauſe. Praiſe and commen- 
a- | ations are the regular rewards of ſuch 
» | aftions, not which men are nece{{itated, or 
3s Y w&rcliftibly drawn unto, but ef ſuch, which 
e- | being worthy and good, are voluntarily 
ns | performed by them, and when it was in 
14 F their power either not to have done them, 
i -r to have done the contrary. A poor Hez= 
yi hen that performs an ordinary moral aRti- 
16 93 freely, and without being neceſſitated 
unto it, deſerves more praiſe and commen- 
dation upon true account, than ſuch a Chri- 
ftian, who believeth upon terms of irreG- 
{tibility, and becauſe he could not kelp it, 
ardo otherwiſe, 

*-.06-3 8, The 
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a Mar. 25, zt. © 
b ver, 23+ 
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ſonable ground why it ſhould be plucked 


tion, attributeth unto God, the honour df 
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Concerning the Graet of Gop/ 

ſerved d) often mentionerh the Faith aril. 
Repentance of thoſe who_do repent andiF* 
believe, as matter of- ſhame and diſparage* }- 


. ment unto thoſe who'do neither; yea, and. 
as evincing, the equiry or juſtneſs of theit Y- 


condemnation. Now if fit be ſuppoſed, 
that-all thoſe who do repent, and (believe, 
are put upon theſe actions by: a ſtrong 'and 
rrefiftible hand, and that they 'are in no, 
capacity to withſtand that power, by which 
they are drawn unto them, their repenting 


_ and believing, ate no mafter' bf hame or 


confuſion of face (no, not {&'mych- as m 


colour, or pretence) to thoſe, who neither 
repent, 'nor belieye, conſidering; that thefe 


(at leaſt according to our Brethrens Do: 
.Grrine)) have not {o much as a ſufficiengy 
of power to do either. It is-no diſparage- 
ment to a man, that he moveth not betwean 
Heaven and Earth with as much-expedition 
as an Angel 3. much leſs doth it argue, that 
.he deſeryes' to: be puniſhed, becauſe he 
dot!1 it not ; ror is it any diſgrace to any 
inicrior Star, that" it ſhineth not like the 
Sun in his might 3 much leſs 15-it any rex 


out of” his place in the Frrmament. of Het 
yen, and thrown down, to the Earth. 
' 9» The Scriptyre ( whereof al{onotice 
hath been already given a) very-frequent- 
ly, and with ſome emphaticalneſs of aflet- 


that moſt worthy property, not-to-.acceph, 
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,. | or reſpect perfons3 but ta judge. and reward. + 
a 3 wery man - according t9 his work, i. e. ac- 42 
4:4 cording. to the equitable contideration of I 
&& | very. mans work, all circumſtances daely 
id. | weighed, and compared. Now we cannot 
is Y conceive, but that God muſt needs ſhew 
d a reſpefer of perfous, and'be far from 
* | vewarding every man according t6\bis work, 
ad. | 1n;cale- he (hall award the great prize of 
no, + Eternal lite unto ſome, only tor, -or upon, 
> | -the doing of that, which, had they not 


' $cen _necellitated by an irrefiſtible/hand to 


} 
b; go, theyowould® never have done ; and the - 
m | molt. dreadfal. doom of eternal fire againſt 


Kr others, tOr,. Or 'upPoN, the non-Ppertormance 
fe | Ot that, which-they had no power to do, 
6:  thoughhaply | they have been more willing 
& || £9 do, and mxetarchful in doing. what they 
e- | had firength& power to'do,than £1e cthcrs. 
10. The Scripture ( of which likewiſe 
we took cognilance . upon another occaſi- TW 
on b.) preſcnteth the Lord Ghri#, as mar- b Pag. y8 * * 
..velling}at the unbelief of ſome, to their re- 
proot and ſhame. So alfo at the Faith-and 
.belict of others, to their honour and praiſe. 
- [ben Feſus beard it, be Marvelled, and ſaid 
-.#0:them that Followed, verily T ſay unto yt, 
4 have nu found ſo great Faith, 10, not in 
Iſrael as, It Chriſt judged the Faith of this 4 Mar. $8.10, 
'. Centurion a-.due occafion of marvelling, 
-;and this to his honour, it is to us a demon- . 
_ [firative argument or fign, that it was not 4 
waiſed 'or wrought in him by any irreſiſti- Kr 
Þle or necellirating operation of the oor 
> | A G 4 © 
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þ Joh-112, 37- 


did not ſo'-conceive.;ox judge. of it..'For 


who marvels at that, which he knoweth . 


could not otherwiſe be2 br which he know- 
eth comes connſtantly & uniformly-to-paſs 
in like caſes? It is no» marvel to ſee Figgs 
growing on 'a Figg=tree, nor Grapes 'u 

a Vine 3 nor to ſee a mans feet at a diſtance 


from the ground, whil'ſt he rides upon a | 


tall Horſe ; nor to ſee a ſtone moving -up- 


wards int6 the Air, when'ic 43 thrown up 


with a mans hand ;: no more 1s it, to fe: a 
man believing, though at wever {c/ great a 
rate, when we know he 15 neceſſitated un- 
to it,. and can dp none other ; at leaft this 
15 no matter of praiſe to him. 

11. The Scripture taketh notice of the 
unbclief of the Fews under ſo many. mi- 
racles as Ghriſt had wrought amongſt them, 
as a thing very remarkable and ſtrange. 
But though be. had done ſo many miracles bt- 
ſore them, yet they believed not on him b. IK 

e . had wrought ten thouſand miracles 
more, and greater, amongſi them, than 


_ "thoſe which now he had wrought, their 


non-believing on him had been. no waies 


ſtrange, or conſiderable, it it be ſuppoſed 
that na man can belieye but by an irrehfitible 
working of the power of (God... It 15 no 
ſtrange thing, nor much to be minded, that 
2a *man ſtark-blind ſhould ngt_ read on a 


Book, though there be. 20 Candles burning 


bright before. him on the Table, it being, 
gacrally, kyown, that no proportion yy 
V4, . | gn 
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of God.,,or. at. leaſt, that -the Lord Chrz# 
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is Concerning the Grice of God, - - 
| Hight whatſoever is any advantage at all to 
help, or cauſe; a blind man'to fee. Nor is it 
ſtrange that a Child, who hath learned to 
ſpell Exgli,ſhould not underſtand a Chap- 
ter in an Hebrew Bible, though the letter 
and print of it be never {o fair. The non-. 
mance of ſuch things, which are 
own impothbilities, 15 no mans obſer- 
.yation-or wonder. 

12. The Scripture reporteth theſe words 
from the mouth of our Saviour. Jo unto 
. thee, Corazin, wo unto thee Bethſaida* for if 
the mighey *works, which were done in you, 
bad been dome in Tyre and Sydmm, they would 
bave repented long 'ago in $ _—_— and 
Aſhes c. From hence to us it p 


ainly aP- « Mar, 11. 21. 


'pears, and this by a double nent that Compare alſo 


the' converting grace of Go 


15 not. irre- herewith, 


ſiltible; ' 1. Becauſe thoſe means, or that F*%* 3- & 


Grace, which would | have been converting 
unto ſome, had it been vouchſated unto 
them, was vouchſafed unto. others, who 
notwichſtanding were not converted by it : 
which of necetlity' they muſt have been, 
had this Grace been irrefiftible. 2. Becaule 
@ ſufficiency of power or means for con- 
verſion is here afſerted unto great works, 
or miracles (as elſewhere we read of fome 


actually converted by them 2) whoſe in- , ag. 8.6, 7: 
fluence, 'or working notwithſtanding upon Mar. 27. 54+ 
the judgements. and Conſciences of mien, Joh. 7. 31- _ 
fo-perſwade, or over-rule them into- the Joh. 4.44. (bes _ 


"belief of any thing, is but moral, and conſe- ; 
quently, reliftible-z even-as we read of ma- 
Teas DY, 
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many 
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ny, who in-the. very face and preſence of 
many miracles, remained unconverted and 
unbelieving. - Ty | 

13+ Fhe Scripture likewiſe 'exhibiterh 
God- himſelf, ſpeaking thus unto his Pro- 
phet : Sor of man, thou dwelleſt in the mid} 
of a rebellious bouſe, which have eyes to ſee; 
aud ſee not : they bave ears to hear, and hear 
not : for. they are a rebellious houſe b. From 
hence we cannot :but conceive, and argue, 
that if when God caileth, yea, urgeth and 
prefſeth men to"repent and convert, and 


\ withal vouchſafeth unto them means every 


waics {ufficient hereunto (exprefled by, eyes 
8 ſee, and ears to hear) and yct they may, 
and ometimes do, remain rebelizous, i: e. 


' impenitent and unconverted (at leaſt) then 


the Grace, or gracious operation which he 
exerteth about, for, and in order to, the 
converlion of men, is not irreſiſtible, but 
only fuch;which may,and often doth, leave 
them rebellious. | 
. I4+ It God intendeth ordinarily to con- 
vert, yea, and ordinarily doth convert men 
by the Goſpel, then” is not the workitg of 
Grace about- converſion, infruſirable, or ir- 
reſiſtible, The Reaſon (as hath been for- 
merly' ſignified) is, becauſe the Goſpel, ac- / 
cording to the nature of it, conſiſting ons. 
ly of precepts, promiſes, exhortations, en» I] 
couragements, ng &c. worketh ons 
ly morally, which kind of operation may, 

and frequently 35, reſiſted. And if it be. 
ſaid, that . men are not converted wp 
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| Concerning.'ebe Grace of , God- 
Golpel, without the irrefiltible working of 
the Holy Ghoſt with'it,. or by ity. ghen'it 
follows, that the effet of convexhion der - 
pendeth upon the- joynt concurrence of, two = 
cauſes,: the one refatible-in its; eſficigncy, 
the other. irrefiftible > which is impolhble, 
and iumports'no leſs thaw a. contradiction, 
For when -an effe& depends upon. two 
caules, in, or about the production of it, ut 
either ,ot theſe cauſes be truſtrable, the 
zai{inng of the effedt muſt needs be liable 
t0 frultration alſo, which yet is inconfifient 
with the ivrefifibility of working in cither 
of- thele cauſes towards it, And to us 4ts 
'a_ clear caſe, that the Doerine of_irrefiſti- 
ble Grace, doth utterly aboliſh the necethity 
and uſe of that blefled Inftrument, ſanti- 
fied by God for the converſion of men {we 
4anean, the Goſpel ) together with the, Mt- 
nifiry and preaching of it in the World, 
at leaſt in reſpe& of any uſefulneſs in i 
for converſion. | 
4-15. If a neceſſitating, or irreſiſtible 
work of Grace be_abſolutely neceſſary for 
converſion, then muſt it needs follow, that 
-Hoperſon can, of could, pothbly convert, or 
.be converted; until the very time wherein 
.he is conyerted aGually. If ſo, then is it in 
vain (at leaſt in refexenee to converſion) for 
- (Ment attend upon the word promines, or 
to regard. any other means. of converhon 
youchlated unto them by God, until they 
+be thus 1rreſiftibly ſurprized, acted, and ne- 
| | +:ceffitated by him to: converts And mos 
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Concerhing the Grace of God. 


this; ( el interpreted) \but to teach men 
that; which otherwiſe,and without-oecafion' 


or 'cncoliragement miniltred by any Do- 


frine, they are more than apt enough to 


learn, we mean, ſecurity, together with the 
neglet and contempt of the Goſpel, and 
the Miniſtry of it ? 

16, If there be no. poſhbility that any 
' other men ſhould be converted, but only 
thoſe, who are actually converted by an 1r- 
refiſtible power, then is th&re no end ima+ 
ginable, worthy the Grace , goodneſs, or 
wiſdom of God, in his calling ſack perſons 
to repentance 'and converſion,?who never 
come to be converted. As for thoſe ends 
commonly pretended, as, 1+ The rendring 
of tuth perſons inexcuſablez Or, 2. The 


declaring of | his ſeverity upon them 3 Or, 


3. The teaching of, them their duty, or 


what they ought to doz Or, 4. The tryal 


of their obedience, (with the like) we clear- 
ly apprehend. them to be no waies attain- 
able by any ſuch applications of God un- 
to them, which are mſufficient to convert 
them. 


DoEtine of irreſiſtible Grace, to, be a Do- 
Etrine ill comporting with the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe it frowns upon Godlinels, and (in the 


Scripture phraſe) ſuffers not men to lift up. 


their hearts to the means, or waies, of it. 


For -he-that ſhall perſwade men, that they; 
can- never be godly, how ardently ſoever; . 
they ſhall deſire it, how diligently ſoever 
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17- We cannot but judge our Brethrens ' | 
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T they ſhall uſe the beſt means to attain it, an- 


til-chey come to be over-ruled/by a firong: 
and irreſiſtible hand into it; what doth he 
elſe but cut the finews, and break” the very 
heatt of all defires and endeavours of men 
after it ; yea, and in effe& fay unto them, 
that they will every whit: as ſoon, and as 
certainly, become godly, though they walk 
in the deepeſt waies of Jooinels and pro- 
haneneſs, as it they ſhould exerciſe thern- 
Fives never {o diligently in the beſt du« 
ties, or ations, whereof they are” capa- 
ble. This is the,clear voice of the Dorine 
of irre{ftiBle Grace. 
18. The faid- Doftrine of irrefiſtible 
Grace, we apprehend, and this m clear- 
nels of viſion (as 'we are humbly, and 


 Chriſtianly confident ) abſolutely d&ftroy= 


eth, as far as lycth in a Doctrine to do, the 
very nature, eſſence, and being, of Free 
Grace. For whereas the nature of this 
Grace is, ſo, and upon ſuch terms, to aid, 
aſliſt, and bleſs the poor Creature man, as 
to inveſt him with a regular and due capa- 
city, through believing, of that great re- 
compence of reward, falvation 3 they who 


' teach that it irrcſiftibly neceflitates men to 


believe, cauſeth, or maketh men to believe, 
upon no better terms , than only becauſe 
they can do none other, do (in effe, and 


' with clearneſs of interpretation) teach, that 


It only enableth men to believe, ſo, or after 


ſuch a manner, as to render their Faith (and 
conſequently, their other ſeryices allo, for 


theſe 


« Redemption 
Redcemed, 
Þ. 319+ 


b Ceterun nec 
box7, nec ati 
werces jure 
penſaretur e', 
qui 487 bonus, 
Wat mals ne- * 


V 
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thels"dlidepend- upon" their Faith ) anfeS- 
or? 


tice, -op equity, 'providerh/any reward 
fuch »ions, to the corfbirntngt whereof 
the doers were, or ſhould be, neceffitated by: 
2 firong-and irreliftible hand. Yea, we con- 
cerve,:that thereis more /reaſon of the two, 
why wmv mately: anal = as ſuch, 
as eating, drinking, ſpeaking, walking, &'c. 
ſhould be — God than w fuch 
actions;whereunto men are neceffitated by' 
a Power'extra=eſſential'to them. This Ar- 
gument'dhe Readet tay find farther open» 
cd and contirmed elſe-where'g. * *. 
- 1p.) We .axe much . confirmdd that” we 
have ruch/ion one ſide-in 'this particular 
of :our-diflent, becauſe as far as we thave 
had opportunity, to underſtand the ſenſe 
ot. Orthodox and Learned "Antiquity in 
the point, we ind them generally ours; ace 
cording to:'the imporc of :thefe: ſayings. 
youu the reward: of gov 4 Jah Tn 
12n ) wor yes of evil; wopld 5 be adjudped* 
i fuch-a man, wh) + fl abs anc; 
evil, by neceſſity, not by will v7) And Jerome :* 
God bath niade us with liberty of will, nei-' 


ther. art'we drain by neceſſity, either to vere 


or vice + otherwiſe, where riecefſry takes Place, 
there ir neither danmation, nor Crown &, |. &.' 
neicher'Heaven nor Hell. | So'likewife Ber-" 


ceſſitate fait inventis, nol valuntate. Text, Lib. 2, contra Marcin. c.. * 
| TLiberi arbitrii nor eondidit Dens ; nec ad virtures, nec ad vitia, ne+ . 
ceffitate trabirhur4 alioquitsubi-mceſſtas eff nec dannatio,net corona! 
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, miſeria dignam accapacem creaturam conflituit yrout ſcilicet juſticia 


Pt 
\s 
vVolune- 


ind neceſſity, which ' maketh s Creature capa- tas, quotiam 


ble of reward and iſhment d: pro ſigt ingen;a 
g of wo ba, — Z<F E ita P ko. 

aut diſſentire'ſbi, aut preter ſe it aliquo conſentire, nulla vi, nulle 
togituy neceſſitate, non immerito juſtam vel injuſtam, beatitudi 


ihjuſticiave conſenſerit. Bern, de Grat. & lib, Arvicrio, 


20- The frequent and full teſtimonies 
of accord withe the Do&trine maintained by 
us in the point in hand, which we meer 
with both trom the-pens, and from the lips, 
of our adyerſazjes themſelves ( at leaſt fo 
eſteemed )*pive- us meaſure of affurance,” 
Eexped up, *nd running oyer, that in this 
6ur diſſent from our Brethren, weare blame- I... 
fels, and have the truth with-us. He (ſaith 


| ſor; ſpeaking of Got) governs and hows, 


\ doth #of- raviſh or force, the wills of Crea+ > phrtls 


tres : that i, by certain”Objefs preſented to ara 
the mind, he 5: 4p vein, Or Lk ah — axe © 
the will to move. For the will being moved by. 608it 3 606 rffy 
God, 5 able| or, at liberty] not only #0 reſiſt, kts, ef ad 
but alſo to aſſent nnto-God moving, ant} this ;;ter move us; 
with-ber own and proper motion a; Our Bre- }untatem ad 
thren of the Miniftry in their Sermons,cver mevendum, Po« 
and anon bring forth out of their Treaſu- !* exim vo- 
xy things both new and old, of 'a mani- _ Ae 
teſt comportance with us in the. particular ;,n repuenore, 
in hand. | ſed etiam aſſen- 
21. Laſtly ; neither have we as yet found tire Des me- 


- any thing in the” Scriptures, nor in apy. 24% ſu0 ac 
' Argument, one or moxe, from thoſe who 


proprio Mo, 
Ur in, Carcc, 


diflcnt from ns in the buſineſs yet under Vs $4» 55» 
| «UA.L conhde- 


. of 'Do&ine 


> 


Concerning the fourth General Head of Do4 ' 


Parnzcul « * W 


| bh the fourth 19jts of Adam, and a5 deſcended from bim by'1 


thole Scriptures, together wich the /Argu-.* 
ments ,buile upon them, which have-been) 
duced and. inſified upon by us. for out) 


Yo 
\ 


juſtthcation herein, ... 


— ——_— 


Eirine, The Power of the Creature Many: 
. in things tending #0 Saludtion* 1 F. 
E, hold, That all men by. nature 
| 1.6.confidered as ſometimeri# the” 


general Head ratzral propagation | are Children of wrash,,\ 


and liable to condemnation. And herein we. 
doubt not but. our. Brethren bear us. com-: 
pany. with.their judgement. .-_ «+ + 
2. We hold, and judge, That: all. thoſe 
diſpoſitions and inclinations unto good, which, 
were veſted in the nature of man in bis Crea- 


tion, were forfeited, loft, and ruin'd by bjs fall: © 


Neither do we queſtion but that our Bre- +: 


et will any, thing that is ſpiritnally-good; We 
| | know - 


* ” ” 


thren and we make only-one mind between 
us 1n this. 19 


3. We hold further, That no perſon of. | 


mankind, by nature, | i. & conſidered as one of 


the houſe and lineage of the firſt Adam-| 


bth any flrength, power, or diſ] poſition, to mind © 


"* 
"ib 


wy 
A 
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» 


aha moflivids 1% Plenty; 
£41907 Wo yet. ho'd;: That men arid \ women 
'Þ (generally?) walking according to the conrſe . 
y Cs and:  Fufilling __ At gs 
| 'f#b, and: of the. mind, bereby become 
furs and-trefpaſſex. We:have good woke 
. of our Brethrens't concurrence es us-M 
; eos 0 
18 —_— =—_ - verſes bilns + dead 
"po tre n 
_ elf, | Teen be cp L 
reter we ? i es, 
| Hrs : Ro ro _———— 
Ahrens ki content in this. '/ 
{| '-:6:* We hold, That no erſon of mankind i 
bor efatind: of - himſelf 20 #hink\, or reaſon, a 
thing | of ' a1ſaviegr rendeney, either 't0- hi 
Jelf, or others, | as of bimſuf: ' bitt that every 


9 
_ 


© rene ſufficiency ( in this kind.) is of God. 
I ws ſaſeen: (we ly ae as deeply 
1} baptized anto' this Faichy as we: -* 


7-//We hold, Thar # pri wi ly: re- 


pens, or pn. 20i0Ms- 
and. affiftance of itbe pew ® 1%; ow 
We m——_ burr ewe meet with " 
Brethrens ſenſe- hetcalfo. i: F 
1 _ | © 8; We hold; Fharine fl hath ary reſo 
{| ble or Jug boaſting"in it "ſelf; be- 
1 Þ fore: *in.Godp ant in' the” freenefs 
s 'of -bis| Grace: We” know "that 
cr are not-our enemies. "io ths 
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4 Part'culars of 
, - -dillent abour 
-- the toarth 
E. | Head of Do- 
"7-3 


_ ers; 


Sempig, 
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Stet rind agate Ciſlent 6 _ 


our Brethten about this head : þ 
it is ehjefiy/ ox: votre CARTIO Paths 
vt. ; | 


\ its Wiehold thats as. all. ined lof:the 


Gring\ydilatone, of \God,:-whereot they 


fon ROG in-theit Creation, and. dus 
g/iofigricy, in. the» firit- fda by: his 
Fall? >. o/likewiſc they are through -the free 
Grice;of, God, reſtored again hereniito in 
the ſecond: Adam, by.hig. rightcouſneſs' of 
obediance: Qur  Brethreng-judgemene \ſut+ 
\not. (it: keemndgty © magmhe the 
of God with: us iv-:this potuts 


free 

2.. We hold nationly tha: all | perſons 
are:put into aw/actual 
poſſethon-- of the fave of: God, byihis 
Grace in.the gift of Feſis Chriſt; which poſe 
ſellips chey ttY} keep. during infaucy aud 
until\the commitlion.' of adtual-fin 31 
farther, thae all men living t © years. of - 
cretion, and: more - efpecially: whilſt Fra 
have.not yet-fowly corrupted, or wretched- 
ly. hardened chemlelves by long continuance 


. in. waies: of 'kriown ſins, are by«the ſame 


Grage -pnt-mnto-@ econ ns Salva 
tion 3” ſo that if. | 6 


 rBrahrens 
{3 we *. 
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Jn -ads men have _noe- fi nned- that unpar- 

donable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſi;(a gail 
which we judge to be contracted by 
- * or none, in theſe daies) theytave-yer Gach p 

F preſenceof the! gracious andi good: Witte | 
ot God: in them, or with them, whereb 
they: 'are inabledi{o to awake and bein 
themſelves, and to ecover thethiſelves, out 

of the ſnare of 'the: Devil; by whom they 

have been takgn captive ,1( although we 
Jade withal, that there is far'leſs proba- 

dilicy, or ertund of hope, that ſach will - 
xecover, or repent; than there. is of the re- 
pentance of thoſe; whole fins are not of like 
_; or continuance.) We know our 
Brethren do not accompany us-in-the way . 
he Judgement here. ©. - | 
The Spounil of:our diſſent-in the firſt Reaſons of 
' of theſe particulars ; we have delivered al-' difſcnt abour 
Teady'iin the accotint given for our diſſent in m firſt parti. 
therhird particular: under the tirft Head of fourch Do. Ta 
Dodrin&: For if 'the'vertue; 0s ſaving ef- a;;ne. ” 
ticacy' of, the Grace and pift-of Chriſt, be 
 tommienfarable; i in the'extent thereof, wo 
 inreſpe& of the number'of perſons related 
» wich! the gutle or condemning force 

AS oy: wich pregnancy of con- 
equente-ie\ follows; that as all-men' fuftain-- 
EEE 0 
| of;\'the e 

fly dondan@ therefore conſidered in-their 


| TA H z natu- 
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needs. he-Jooked upon: as Children of * wrath 
ſo conlidered - as; that fpecier or ckind of 
& Þ xeature, to, whom the gift of -Chrift, and 


ge been vouchſafed-and-given, mutt 


y upcr-abounding Grace of - God m this 

withia/like. necellicy be cltremed a Gene» 

ration: zcconciled unto God. There is no» 

thing, more, common, than for perſons, as 

well as. things, to be capable of contrary 

, denominations, or attributions, in different 

relpeRs, : As concerning the Grſpel ( faith 

Paul. (peaking to the Gentiles ccncerning 

the 7ews) #bey are Enemics fir your ſakes : 

but as touching the Eleftzon, thy are Beloved 

for the Fathers ſake. Roms. 11. 28. For eveny 

that which was; made Glorious (he ſpeaks of 

the Miniltry.of the Law, comparing it with 

the Miniſtry of the Goſpe) } bad no Glory, 

\.. 1 3#-2is -'veſpedi , by reaſon of the Glory that 

excelleth,.- 2 Cor. 3, 10, But although (as 

hath been, ſignified) we have tormerly laid 

down thegrounds and reaſons (or rather, 

ſome of them, only) of, qur difſent. in- the: 
ſomewhat. farther. from. ,the|. Scriptures, 

upon the lame accounte:...: 903. 14 BSLET 

.:1+, From 4hg| mouth, of our; bleſſed Sar, 
viour, we meet with theſe words, Folss $434 
Verily, __ you; be 4hat. Gom-. 

mitteth-fip, is Fo Servant; [af : 

Fay we cannot, but.canclude, 
ould. diſlolys; the forge, vil 


ho "0s 79 * 


» » 


| Authoriey of th: words,” that. befort,'and 
uatil- the -commithon' or \perpetration of 
{in,' (i.e. untill the time of actual 
perſons are no' Servants iof fir 3) ad con- 
ſequently; neither (under the reigning, o 
condemning power of ſin. The 
ſcems to make theſe: two but one an the 
Game, though Divines amongſt us,"com- 
monly diſtinguiſh them :' The: a fir bath 
reigned-aito death, 4c Rom. 4; 21. Andif 
men and women be not the Servants of fin, 
untH the actua] R_—_ of {in, cer- 
cy 
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tain it 45, "that they are in fayour' with 
God. 
2. words of a like 'import we find, 
Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield your ſelves Servants to ; obey, bis Sgrovants 
wyor-art, to whom yo obey whether: of fin unto 
Weath, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs, [ 3-e. 
amto the >a ir = he as Lo _ wo 
preceding Chapter he had expreſſcd it. ] In 
theſe es. by Mu far'as we are capable of un- . 
derſtandiog. them , the > q_" implyerh, 
k. Fhat-mens obeying of fin, 15 not a na 
- taral or eter Oey a, but free and vo+ 
' kintary: men-may be taken Priſoners, or 
made Captives, againſt their wills, but they 
eannot'yield themſelves. but with their wills. 
+ Thar men ate not'the Servants of fin, 
untill they. have yielded themſelves for ſuch, 
'Y 3+e: voluntarily conſented unto the fer- 
' vices: 36 (andlaftly;) That it is this vo-. 
yielding: of themlclves to-the fer+ 
| nd.;obcedience of fin, which' rendrs 
F, E439: H 3 them 


-S-.3 [Ii +. +» A. RrRLOEXECS. £2. oo On rn 


as. * 
_ 


A A AI Rs 
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them Hable unco "Zinbmd'condemiationk 
and conſequently; That they: Were” riot 0h 
goo 13ach beforc, * | 
- 13. We donot'find the ſentence of brers 
nat death © any wherein! the "Scriptures: 
S:. awarded, or denounced, aganaft mfants, or 
"I perſans: dying before this” perpetration' of 
w:; | tual "in: nor yer” amy others ' termed 
dead 91 fins \and veſpaſſes, but only ' thoſe 
who have walked 31 <a Fer #v the 
_ courſe of 'this: World, ec Epbeſ! 21:2. 'And 
therefote- eatnot but” juds e that"it'would 
be: high preſumption in -us tq toridemn 
God, whom we cannot hind condemned by 
iL 4+ Laſtly; w2 cannot judge it any waics 
| reaforghts; equitable, or as: looking like ta 
one: 'of thewales;” of God, that having 
ſtroke and-eftabliſhed- x new'Covenant, a 
Covenant'ipfi Grace arid :fayour '-with Ns | 
World,after; and -upon'ths rranſgretfion of 
Adam; he ſhould take the'adyantage againſt 
any- pexſon; of his: miſcarriage” under the 
firlt Covenane;, or proceed to his! eternal 
condemnation otherwiſe 'thaniupon- delin 
quency; and this not light;'or' ordinary, } 
zpainſt"the: Covenant now mn ney of be= 
ing 1/14 83% FO gig 1p th erate 
Roxſons of ; Thocorting! out diſſent in the FRY of 
4 diflenrinthe the threepart tely -mientioned; we. 
-  .fecond ppriiey: have alſo accounted*for it already; viz.\n Y. 
' Agri the reaſons: iven for ovir difſent' iethe ſe! * 
Pr 0  conid*particular; "(as likewiſc"in the fiuth') 
under _ w_ Head. ow again; wo 
A, " 


ay 


"V1, $4 ” 
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ONS V7 oor ie: Oh: oo fer oy 


tho ſecond particular 


' not'to xdererminace parcel,orfinaſtor nuts 


"third; andlaftÞparticular indervhisfoutch 2114 ( and 


 tebellions houſe, which bad eyergs' en cute 
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Hanc ing, nrmediacel \(ubjoyns:: 'Therefore 


| Cnenblpoof ie ae. i 


| veg 5 PS EO ongdiligtle Py 


By and moſt Mr vo inchg 
down by - us 'tor our! difenttin 
yunderthe third and laft 
preceding Head: For in that we proved; 

thariche Grate of God ini che vouchfatemierit 
of mcans ſufficient for ſalvarion;is diffuſive, 


ber of men, but through che 'pemerality' of 
mankind. And .coficeiving that entugh hath 
beenſaid by us already for our juſtification in 
diſſenting rom out Brethremin! the point 
now before us;we hall neicher:makevepititi- 
on,nor addition of any thing; but deſire the 
Reader, for his (atisfaQtion, tov gnfulethe 
premiſes, whereunto he hath deed iredt+ 

£d.- > Reaſonsof 


We afe" eoaReained, £0- difſepith "the difenc in the 


Head 'by\theanthority of | theſe: S$cripcare _ LR wages 


confiderarions; over oar: Ay "and fourrh Head, 
Conſciences SUY 6 os 
SN "00d 1 hinaſd6; having, fixſd! informed 
his Propher, that-be dw in ohe'midit wrt 
Ye 
faw u0t, and eaxs to hear, aud: ye 


becauſe they wert'#'rabellious bowſts wait 


art thee Buff for removing, 
thou mY | 


1 greſſedi 


ord 5: 2nd ok pe © KEPSCANSA5 WW, 
» ie 18 i ot ater wy Woot 


Fat this land © 0 fp pou 
ple; bad, Sewbſtandins their _ conr, 
tinued, , (ſuch 4-principle;.of grace 
in them, by: the excitement and flirzng v 

w earafoher arerg capes pdtic af; ſach 'a conf- 
derathon;: and -conſequently of repentance; 
ters had been oa place for, this expectation | 
Lconcernung them, it #zay; be they will 


| 2+ 2.Chros- 36. 14, 15; 16, We find 
II the chief of th oye yr prog uy 

;/i att the ce of tHe Trricfts, e peopie trayn 
"Mich; after, the abaminanons of | 

the Heathwigaand: pollntcd: the. houſe of tbe 
in Lord zehiich. be: bad hallowed in Feruſalens 
7 And the: bak od. of, heie Fabrnh ny #9 


e4 the, obey; 'v 
mods, |noſaſel bt. F rophets 
rr phy ey | 


ph unto them hy God to the very-laſt,had 
nQ argument of his Compaſſions towards. 
them, It is no Argument off much” pitty to 
the dead, that a Phyſician ſhould be ſent un- 
« hun, Tr 
..3-- When God (FT thus': My ffs frat 
not alwaies flrive pith'manl [_ Coroobng Souke” Te- 
proving,s ate, admonitſhing, perſwey 
ding him to'vepent ] for that be alſo | is Aſs 
' 44 though he be a weak, foolifh, and 
Creature, meaning, that this conſideration 
- etman, did prevail with him, to-ſpare him 
the Jonger, and o aſd him che opt 


hp ok his (pirit accordingly,in order'to: 
erexnalcomoreand peace, Pſehkihg.14-} 
Net-bis dayerſoatt: he, an, byndred\ ang renty 


wh .Gezx- 6... 3-'. he clearly. tuppaſethy 
he'men then in 'the World, of. whom 
iſp more þ articularly, by. the. help 
ſpirit which he-was willing, 
| vote and.irive with -th em» accordingly 
ery Irs here mentioned apd- preſc 
Ts in a-6apacity of re penting, even\ta 
| all period and rooment of the aid time, 
gh in thetucan _ they (hauld rememn, 
, Nubhorn; a unpenKentes! |, 7 
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yer pher wpon terms: of ho- 
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Py Hal thanks this: this; O man, that 
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peer the vodneſs of God -leaderh- thee 
ta, Oc." it candot(in our appre- 
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orat kaſd as #thing that mer! - 
toknow;-that- that 
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Gonderriing '"th6- power Aa. 
tiple or other within them, ure 
all this while of being Jed [homeÞ 
| t, to repentance by- its $ man w 
isin an utter incapacity to repent, 'cari 
| befaid tobe /a{t9 Reprotence by any thing, 
Dr rocane, whatſdeyer. off 
"16, So again when the frees ApoRS'the LMS: 
horteth Tintorhy to inſtru? in *meekyeſs thoſt = 
that oppoſe themſelves, 1 viz. out of ra habic,. 
orſerled difpotitioas the word'i 5] 
if God pradvekirs for [or rather; WR a me: 
_ will give then repentance'+9 tht + tckioros 
of the Truth, And that they-m e5y recouth # a Tim? 24 
F ce oftt of the ſnare of the Devil bee: 25+ 
withonr controvertie fop tr, char —_ 
men are not at any time, whil © they- 
be inftraZted, deveſted of all power; r md 
pacity, to Crryc ton and fo to reearer themſtived 
out of the Jitate. And ji hrhgthe Ex 
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ſeepetb,,| viz. in carnal ſecurity, and ſen» ' 
ſuality, | 4s yet capable.gf awakening hiumn- 
ſelf. out of-1t : for otherwiſe God doth not 
admoniſh, or call upon mep to-do that, we 
* til e 6 mean, toperform that part.in aRting,which 
oe .ouly\; proper for himſelf. go perfoyin 3 
— ou oth not encourage themwith ' 
promilestodo-it. '2., That even he that-is 
Feed, (14. that\is io 2 dying or periſhing 
poſture, like unto a.man be+ 
{pwitual. ſenſe, and, motion, 
eternally, hath. yet ſuch a 
inciple of. lite in,.him which 
ing but the; {pirit of God, or 
thgut jt, by che; ventilation, ſtir- 
; \mprovement whereok, be 


without arable, ſappolſeth, 1. _ ul that |. 
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Concerning be fb, d laſt general Head 
of Difrine ; : Perleverance of the 


Sans: 
£-ata That true and ſound Be 
7 lievers,as ſuch, and remaining ſuch, nos re 
tex-never fall away, either totally,or finally; bour che Gich 
from the Grace and favour of God. This nd leſtgray 
Dodtrine (we know) is our Brethrens be- 2?! Dog | 
ay as well. as ours. | = 
e hold, That are God e and per< 
ly juſtified before my 1 
tal into very horrid (i ſms, grieve the nei 
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bis Grace and TT God any ws. 
miſeth unto” true 'Beltevers, in order to their 
perſeverance, be alwates exbibiteth according 
#0 the tenor and intent of #heſt promnſes. Net- 
ther:do we fear.teproof from our Brethren 
\ for being thus rhinded; themſelves being of | 
tuitid with us. - , 
2:5-, Our Brethren hola: and teach, That 
, who. have been firſt in appearance and 
fin of _S aintſhip and true godlin:ſs, may, 
wn a doo laſt, falling, away both: 
-Oaur Brethren have 
wy Neg amongſt --us 'in” this Do» 
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#ras Believers can have no Peace,” no comfort, no 
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with Gods mbilft they negle®s the feudy of ho= * 
lineſr, walk-loofly, tis 3 ly wnden. tbe 
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aud. Repentance d. + We know: mo $ealow/ d Ibidem, 
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- at this, turn neither. - 4170 v4 
i» 4@-  Qur, Brethren moreover: hotd and : 
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” Qrthodox fcnſe of the word , feel Cabs, 
{cribe unto;) 


"32. 'Thep each, Thor rhe prfierars of 
the Saint rar the gratuitous" 'or- free gift -of 


. Gad..: our-Brethren' be:.as. Or 0x in | 


their 2s they are in their -words, we 


. axe: no adverſarics. to them /at this poins 


cre” |We hold; That: when any Saint 
 whto the. end, it is of the Free 413 
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thkes, 

Y. +. We read of fome, who having had. a 

+ | goud Conſcience, puti®uway, and hereby con- 

N= drning Faith made ſhipryrack. 1 Tim. chap. 

t. ver. 19- Nor #a1r we imagine, that the 

Apoſtle by taking ſiporrac of Faith, ſhould 
meh the loſs or 

but what, "had ic beeh kept by thoſe, who 

- thade ſhipwhackot it, would have been ot a 

1 bleſſed and faving conſequence unto them 3 

© Y nor that that good Conſcience, -which he ex- 

FF per faich (me had put | or rather violent- 

ly thruſt, or juliled ] away, was any. other, 

| then that fpoken of, v. 5. out of which that 

cavity, which 1s theggnd of the Command- 

"Ment, proceedeth 3 OF that, -which he calls 

| a pare Conſcitnee: '1 Tim. 3. 9. and apain; 

2Tim. 1. 3. and 1s elſewhere terfned' a 

good Conſcience, Heb. 13. 18, and 1 Pet. 


3.16. And we are the tnofe convincingly. 


+ F. perfiwaded he ſpeaks, both of fuch a confſci- 
-} ce, ;and {uch a Faith, which, had they 
© been perſiſted In, would have accompanied 
* Y flvarion, becauſe he admoniſheth Timothy 
J ts <S Jing of the verſe) to have or 
3 hold them faſt. Having Faith and a good 
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Gs what may rcaſocably be © 
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'Conſige, 
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the wrath bave erred, ſaying that the Reſur- 


reflion 3s pdt already, <;:4 overthrow, | 0i0t.. 
/Fe&F801, fabvert, or turn uphde down zbe 


Faith of ſome, 2 Tim. 2. 18. That by Faith 
in this pkce; can be meant no hypocritical, 
teigned, or pretended Faith, but that which 


was real and truly juſtifying, is proved 


from the context.it (elf in the fore-named 
Diſcourſe b. 


3- We find the rightebus -God him{elf 


declines own. mind in the. point in 
y 


hand,b 


is Prophet Ezelzel;in thele words. 


When a righteons man turneth away from bis 


righteouſneſs,” and Jo vin inzquity, and 


dieth in thens, for 


zauity tÞat he batb 


dine, ſhall be die : Exek, 18.26, Firſt, that 


by the rightex#s man here menrioned,is meant 
aperſon .truly righteous, and juftihed in 


the light of God-;, Secondly, that it is here 


clearly fu 


oſcd, that even ſuch arighteous 


man as$this, may pollibly turn away from 


his righteouſnels, and commit iniquity, yea! 


and die th this apoſtacy :, Thirdly (and laſts: 


_ Iy) Thar the'death here threatned by. God, F 
ag inlt this xighteous perſon, fo apoſtatizing JF - 


Lin we read of the overthrow of the. 
| forne by falſe Teachers, — of whom 
is Hymeneus and Philetus, who concerning } 
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evinced in. the ott-aiens, . _- 
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judg, 'PÞ. 270, "\' | 

the guft- and equitable proceedings od * x” ' 


; pr Fins Servant ot his; who. ſo cruelly 
| d.h1 


WY » ** 


| wrath, and to hav#duivered bim to the tor- 
© Mentors, till be ſlpuld pay the whole deb}, and 
- Thisatter:he hadtorgiven it unto himwecan- 
not(we ſay bat conceivethar the LordChrift, 
In, and. by this parabolical Hiſtory, informs 
' his Diciples:( and together with them, the I 
whole Generation of: mankind )that if juſti- 
-hied perſons themſelves, who have reccived 
© torppleat tcmitſion of ſins from God, ſhall b 
ewormouſly, tranſgre(s, eſpecially in ways by T 
ot unmercitulneſs, cruelty, and oppreſion, 
they transfer and remove themfelves from 
- underthe bleſſed influence of that Decree of 
. God, by which they were, and ſtood juſti- 
. hed, and ſubje&t themſelves to another De- 
.F- ce ofa.contrary influence and import, by 
Which they( PH -htrg of the ſame rank 
of impiety with t ſtand condemned. 
A Wor of eternal death.” This to be the 
_ Tence and drifc of the faid patable, the wind- 
- | - Ig of icup- by our Saviour in theſe words 
"1; } {to-his Diſciples theralelves)makes fully ma- 
BAN tel} ; So likewiſe ſhall my beavenly Father 
Wſa#nto you, if yefrom y.nrr bearts forgive 
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not every one bis Brother their treſpaſſes-* Mat 
18. 35. The parable the fy all fa 
opened and argued at large, and the tefalt 
_ of irclearly an againſt allcontradiRion 'c- 
victcd to be the fame (in fubſtance) with Þþ 
whathath been now.expreſſed, ia the lates | 
referenced-Book þ. | | 
5{Neither do we know how to underſtand, 
or make any tolerable ſence of the Parable of - 
the Sower (in forme of the material paſſages 
of it ) without the help of yhis principle, that 
true Faith, -and ſuch, whMh perſevered in 
would fave men, thay wholly witer, a 
come tonothing. For the re#fon why the 
fruit that ſprang from the feed, which fell 
in the tony ground, mifcarricd and withet- 
cd away, is not- reſolved into- the mature, 
kind,- or property of it, but into the lack of 
moiſture, Luk- 8. 6, or into the wants q 
deepneſs of Earth. Mat 13. 5. likewiſe 
thereaſon of the miſcarriage of the thorny 
ground, was not bccaufe that which, ſprang 
up and grew (for a' time) here, was of a 
baſtard or wild-kind, orfor the time 1t grew 
any ways differing from that, which the 
pood ground itſelt brought forth and bare, - 
it becauſe the thirns ſprang up rogether 
with the ſecd;- and choaked it, gs Fo 7 
Mat." 13. 7. And the reafon why. the Pro» 
tetfors reſembled. by >the ' Rock; or 
ground, come {hort of ſalvation; is not fat 


10 be, becaute they never beleeved(for' they: 
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. Fox becauſe they were never juſtified, or the 
. '} bhe3 but; only becanfe zbey bad 1. root,. 
and 37, times of 'perſtcution fell away. 
Which plainly ſhewech, that that Faith 
which was in them for a time, was juſti- 

# fying? _ and perſevercd' in unco the egd, 
would have. actually ſaved them : There is 

FS the like conſideration of thoſe portraictu- 
\. | ed by the thoray ground. But this. Paxa- 
 '8 ble alfothe Reader (if hepleaſe | may find 
h largely ad Trifle peripicuoully unfolded 


In the ſaid Treaftle, entituled, Redempeius 
| Redeemed, p. 294, 292, 293,0c, 

* -6.Th& Apoſtle likewiſe, ( Heb. 6 4, 5: 6, 
te) as racks we are able to conceive, moſt 
| -pregnantly and convincingly. teachcth a 
poltibility of deteQFion from Faith, both 
| . total, and fhoal, not Simply in.crae Saints, 
.but even in Saints of great enminency and 
;worth, (for ſo we judge of the Apofiles 
intent in. the paſſage with the bt of our 
underſtanding..) For it 5 inp for thoſe 
"that were once eulightened. and have taſted of 
 #be heauenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and bave t1/ted the good Word 

| of God, and the powers of the Wurld to come, * 
If they ſhall fall away \ inthe original it.is, 
| - Keil Ta@8 T500vTas5, 2. 6. and taling away | 
© "20 renew them again nnto repentaxce.z ſeeing, 
&e. We find all the CharaQters here (pect- 
- fied in- thoſe, whole falling away. (and this 
- with an-impollibility of repencange) is ſup- 

| poled, to be preſented by the Holy Ghoſt + 
+ up and*dowa the Scriptares from place to 
"ſs I'3 place, 
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herb al cati be ajd to fall awviry'elf | 
cially how they ſhould, - by. their” fallplg | 
away,put 't lyes into-an Incapacity of 
"being renewed Again by, or wo; repegr ante, 
, "when as they are ſuppoſed to! [hen beg nes 
you renewed; or to, repentance before; This | 
ape of Scripture rewife 'is fally and F- 
at (= debated, and: =poli tions proved : 
null, which” are bent tQ\catry jt another 
way, in the late named Bok; p P- « (B2; 283z 
'>84,O6. 
7.That other paſſage of the ;"P Apoſtie, 
(Heb. 10. 26,27, 28, 29.) ncither 'canwe 
-judge-but tobe of the lame importwith 
the former ; holding forth the {ame Do- 
-&trine which we found there. For if 'we fin 
- wilfully after that we have received the hnow- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth n> more 
ſacrifice for ſors, but a certain fearful looking | 
for of judgement, and fiery indignation, whith 
hall. ns the Adverſaries.. He thay deſfi- 
. "fed Moſes Lay ; died without mercy under || 
two or three Witneſſes. Of buw much ſoree || 
Puniſhment ſuppoſe ye ſhall be be thought wor- / 
IF | thy, who bath $87 under foot the Son 'of 
Ek. | Gb, and bath connted the blood of the Cooe- | 
"nant wherewith be: was- ſanftified, af uhbdly . 
bg and brane deſpight unto the ſpirit 
E:- - "That" to. be Jantiified with the 
58  blocd If te Covenant ,” importethi true and. 
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«= } all 'xeaſonable denial. And that ſuch a fan- 
- | iſfication-as chis, ſuppoſing; it to be the 
' ifcation  hexe meant, may be wholly 

_ and for ever laſt, we judge, both by the ex- 
preſs tenor. of- the words, and by the car> 

# riage of -the paſſage, «to be unqueſtionable. 
However, this place alſo is diligently in- 
-{F quired unto, ſoc an impartial 'ex> 
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'.amination found Fontederate with the Do» 
drine mgintained by us in the particular 
. in hand, in ghe ſame quarters of diſcourſe 
with the former paſſage. 
e | + $- The Apoſtle Peter alſo ſtrengtheneth 
h j our hand very much to the laying faſt hold 
- | on the ſame Dodtrine, by putting theſe 
# | words into it, Pect.. 2. 20. For if -after t 
k | bave eſcaped the pollutions of the Wor 
through the knowledge | or rather acknow- 
JF ledgement i wnrywortt | of the:Lord and Sa- 
"viour Jeſus Chriſt, they are again 'intangled 
and overcome? , the latter end is worſe with 
"them, than the beginning. ln laying that the 
latter end ot the men he ſpeaks of; viz. who 
are re-intangled in the pollutions of the World, 
"aud overcome 3 after a clean, or real, eſcape 
| wr them (v318.) is worſe ow them, than 
tbe beginning} he clearly tuppoleth that they 
were 1n wh rs faving: condition from 
-aheitime ot ſuch their eſcape, untill cheir ſaid 
"ne-imanglememt: Otherwile, and 1n. cafe 
thiseſcapethad.been but in ſhew only, and 
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they: hypocrites troy and 2 thei 'J 
acknowledgement «f Joſwr Chrift, he: would © 
rather have ſaid, the latter: ends: worſe” | 


acknowledgment. For doubtleſs: they» are | 
in a better conditjon, whp-never yet heard | 
of, or profeſſed the name .of Feſws Chriſt, 
WW. | than thoſe, who makes looſe, hollow, or | J- 
4 hypocritical profeſhon of him ; So-that'it Þþ 
, » been worſe with +bem, not anly after 
their ſecond intanglemayt with the pollutions 
e the World, bat evzn whilft they were un- 
er the eſcape-here ſpecified, than it way ay 
#be beginning. But this Scripgyre, together 
with thoſe lately cited upon' the ſame ac- 
count, and ſome -others, have been by 'one 

3 (Remeron, of 'us more fully diſcuſſed hereralore a, 
I > ppt and the Doctrine maintained in the parti; | 

throvghour, .cular in hand; demonſiratively evickcd and 

&  'provedfrom them.  - 

-- 9. That:which our Brethren modi uy» 
duly, and unjufily, and contrary to the mas, 
niteſt tendency of our Doctrine concern- 
ng the poflibility of the 1Saints total-and 
-fmal declining, charge upon it; as, viz- tht 
it 15 tnjurious and deſtructive tothe com-! 
torts'ot the Saints, /that it muſt-needs ren- 


der the lives and ' conditions of - ttue' Be- 


We judge /to be (-upon-: true account; 
- chargeable upon theirs, and:that (that Do- 
""&trine, ahi eotcberh an inamithibility of 
the Grace and favourof God,-is of conteege- 


racy wich Satay in filling he minds: aud | 


with them, than their ſtate 'nnder._ ſuch an }- | 


Jievers miſerable; -and full of fears;- &c. }}. 


oo 


T " Eomeraing ps ly | 
"i \ ary ana the Saints Saints. wich ih peeploxiges, 


and incxtricablc 


6 cg par ye of cher * 
fiat" PONQuennly , of their Salva: 
tion. 


.For, 1+ Such a Dodrine. impoſetk this 

y Wed task upon a man, to-put him into the 

r |}: loweſt degree of hope, or comfort, that he 

t Þ* js 4 true. Bclieyer, viz. to proye and gyi» - 
T 

Y 


dence.to his own ſoul, that his Faith is bet- 

ter, i» e- more oggrative by love, and beax- 

- "| ing more, and, [#tter fruics of righteoul; 
» | pls; than. the, Faith of any perſon, who, 
r | Hathatany gme -poltatized trom God, and 
2 his waics, ever was, Or did- Otherwiſe, acy 
[- cording to the import of.that Doctrine, 
s, | Hhe-can neger come, to. haye any certain 
- | knowledge, or aſſurange, nQ,.' nox--yet any 
d || / tolerable or well-grounded hope, that he 
+ 45 A true and ſound Believer. And what 

I- favour 0 OR or comfort can there be 1n 


=, | -fuch a Doctrine or perſwaſton, as this, That 

- | true Believers can never fall away, unto 

d | fach a man, who hath: intangled himſelf 
It with-ſuch a conceit, which will very hard- » 


- | ly; if -at all, ſuffer him to 0 himlſelf; at 
- | {caſt upon, good ground, A true Believer ? 
» | -Or who is there at this day under Heaven, 


c | (that is able: clearly, or upon a reaſonable 4 
) Y/ account, to-prove unto; his. own Coen: acts 2 
- KF. -and faul,, [tf his Faith /2 

f | - with the fruits of right pee xs 

e- | t, an#higher and more cxcclhent xate-of 

d } Jove,} than the Faith, of any Back-lider 


1 (Gyr did? Again, 2, Such 


co 
AT 


S:e this Rea- 
ſon furrher 


| ed and 

cook, 
Zh * acemed, = 333- 
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| apon the neck'of the fleſh, and-of 
bor? wok 
them of 'rhe-tha! 
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| : - -Or- 1 not 4 y ; I: 
Role one es, but even to: a! 


continuance and* obduration herein, muſt: 
needs, and this according to our Bue- 


threns owt principles, bereave-men of all/ 


ſpiritaal WP) occalion 
them'to 4/ Boer eftion their juſtifica- 
tion, '«nd ſoundneſs 'of believing :- as on 


the contrary, ſuch 2 Do@rine, the tenden- 
cy whereot” clearly worketh the hearts and 
conſciences of -men to/an}, awful reverence. 
of God; arid watchfulne-againk fin, and 


out of corruption, rpuſt needs be 
breaking BR ak the peace and ſpi-- 
ritua}- comforts of - Believers. - That our 
Brethrens DoQtine © (in the point under 
Þrefent confideration) is of the com» 
plexion and conſtitution, and ours oppoſite 
to-It) of the latter, 1s (as we conceive) un- 
deniably'proved -in the ninth Chapter of, 


Re 'Redeemed. 
19: Wecmnnot but judge oiir Brethrens 


DoErine invelting/ the Saints with an ab- 
folate certainty of Perſeverance, to war 
againſt | Godlinels, and. . 
- the advancement hereof in ' the World. 


with 2 firong hand 
Thr i, becauſe” it laies the reins of - 


n,' in Behevers; and 
{&-bie; which-- Ihack, 
therlywherewith ©o re refrain and-eurb. 
ce ahnitly and e part*of the- 


| 


— 


| Soul, Es the fear wits dread han? 30 


bt Ts i Hat, 4 with 5 

| whothaveforſakeri the waies of righteouſs 
{ * and of - truth; to walk in-che paths of - 
the ungodlineſs and  prophaneneſs of his 
| preſent” World; | 
fiir; Nether we” r666neile our Bre- | 
14 threns Doctrine, Avith that moſt holy and 
- | rightegus-property in God, which: gives 
"| himithe Hilrigur ot bein ſed, "ATO 904 
: aMKnffius, 'Anon-Reaſpecter of perfons 3 ari 


' | honour very frequently (as we know) caft 
| upon him by the Scriptares. For if thoſe 
> "who'bave once truly believed, and fo been 
> | in favour with God, ſhall'turn-afide nes 
- | 't6 - waies of the wickedries . of the 
; | World; as of Adultery, Drumkenneſs; 
Covetouſneſs , Oppreſhon, &c.* (a5 'our 
eB Dod@tine it ſelf Toppoleth it 
. hk that ſuch "men 'may 469 
r in mu v4—ory God ſhall not ſabje& them''to 
| .- the fame law of Condemmation, ' for , 
. 'a£d4-under the cormmuthon' of ſuch fins, 
{+ }  Whertiinto he! ſubjeRgth' the reſt" of the 
t World, for the fame crimes, what” more 
| manifeſt and notorious refpe&t' of -perſons 
1 f ci there be irtragined than ths \/ eſpecially 
4 - that thoſe who have known 
; * (Jo| been countengnced and loved 
f "Mnat gear firners than.other men, 
[ od. * \ (and - 
J - 


eriioi ty | mY 


- 4 "E) "VF IP TWIT TITS LE 0 ij : b 
- «> : K% þ . . 
W_ - % RAP * 5": * % e 

Ul 


OG 6h, b 
- perſevere unto the end. But he F 
* Gurevo the end,ſhall be ſavedb. And bethat A 
; Re- cometh, ond bgeperh my works were the end, 19 | 
| reign bim will I give hong > nations, Ore, 
08, 301 &c. Reyel, 2, 6. Be thou faitbful. mnt» death, 
Ree >. 15 and I'will give thee 4 Crornof life c, (to. omit 
| 4 many others, } Now we annot look upon 
and the like promilſcs, but 1. as vouch- 
and given by God, by way of incow 
| ent, and in the nature of "means, | 
whereby thoſe, who at preſent are. Saints 


4 , indeed, and do beleeve, may /be.. en- 
'Y 4, bled to hold out with conſtancy and-faith- | _ 
| fulacfs unto. the; end; this (we ſuppoſe) Þ} * 
our Brethren themſelves will not deny. And || * 
2.45 altogether diſabled, fruſtrated, and || | 
made void, in reſpe& of any contribution 
towards ſuch an end, by our, Brethrens 
Dodrine of perſeverance. For it the per- 
ſeverance of the. Saints be abſolute, and 
unconditipned,or neccllitated,and wrought } 
; pages an; irreſiſtible hand of power, }| .. 
capndt conceive how the ſaid promiſes } : 
Gould Nt Hans any influence or operation ,at'Y 
: IPWIW upon them in order thereunto. For that 
; which js wrought irreſiltibly, can baye,no 
| in the cauſation of it, upon + 
, ny ſuch means, which is reſiltible, or manly 
TER and eonſequently- not upon ,any promiſe, 


* 


: [.4 


T 
* it hats and Conſciences of men,being on- 
4 } moral, and ſuch which may be. (and'too 
treq Bl & need na this ba x7 vor 
'fion, "in'reſpe& of the en: perly and pri- 
rharih) in .by the BA rome tre 
vely. ARE "aa 
*+.*13-In like manner welook upon all the ex+ 542 this Argus. 
'$ hortations unto perſeverance adtminifired by ment alle 

the Holy Ghoſt 1n/Scripture unto the Saints ther opened, | 
(which are very raany,) as evacuated "and _—_ org 
made void by thayDodtrine of perſeverance, \1j gr. +4 
- which is commonly held and taught by our xedemprien Re- 
Brethren. © Hor to what purpoſe can. it. be, deemed, p. 317. 
\ #ifouſly and ſolemnly to exhort, admoniſh, 

ad perſwade men to be diligent in the uſe 

oF means, for the preventing bf ſuch an evil, 

" they have perfe& and plenary afſii- 

ance from God, ncither ſhall, nor can eyet 
 befall, 'or come upon, them howfoever? Or 

not this the voice of our Brethrens Do- 

rine of perſeverance ? 'The uſe of means 'is 
- An vain, and with no conſiſtency with the 

Principles of reaſon, preſcribed or injoyned 

unto men, when ether, firſt they know that 

« they ſhall be made, or necellitated, to uſe 
them, whether . they intend, or fiir up 

"themſelves to uſe them, or no : or 2. that 0, ,. Argh: 
_the'and, for the obtaining whereof, they men further 
thould, or are to be uſed, 1s {o determi- enlarged confir- 
J. md or decreed by God, that there (is med and fe- 
$3 pollibilicy of their non-attaining, "ye HOI 

: *. Ed - Redeemed, 
27 74, Nor can we judg onr Brethrens Do ,, az, 53033 
aa | Qrine 304, $t. 


VP ARLGOS RR TT II GET TT DB AP 2 SEO TP ECD ww © OE 


I, 


440 + 6 


06 8” 
'" I - WS, . 
- ION. \ 


non ; Þ 
aith The i Apole) by Fe 


he juſt 
- Faith; bntif be draw \ pdakee? A 
honeftly tranſlated ok be readar; % 


Eedopaf to- 38. hel bave 20 eaſe in him a. 
LS man turneth away from hi | 
uſt ond committeth piers aged ys +} 
Wo them. for his iniquity that be hath done; ſhall | 
> 6 Buck 18.26. be dieb. Holdfaſt that th x baft, that vo max Y- 
| , «Revd Ys 11. take thy Crowne, (to paſſe by ndry'o ers). 
? Threatnings, and Caveats, if, regularly ads ; F;' 
Rs minifred, alwayes import danger ; but how || ' 
they ſhould apprehend, or be ſenile of any }- 
danger, yea, Or poſſibility, of falling wr '4 
"who are ffured. by the infallible word | 
'Þ Sol that theyſhall _ fall away, is 
Wi : vo Our capacity tounderſtan ; 
7 Os. Scans _ 45+ We, upon the premiſes cannot but 1 
| L conceive yet further that our Brethrens Do» 'Þ 
more ar large» Cine of perſeverance, wholly (or at leaſt | © 
ore pe ha to a very great proportion) evacuateth the 
Ob Hort Miniſtry of the Golpel, fo far as it concern» 
| Redemgion 'eth the perſeverance-of the Saints (whichis Þ 


one of the higheſt, -or. moſt. conſiderable } 
*P- N Jak 312» ends, or ſervices of it) rendring it imper> 
303) Ee. tiaent, . vain, and, uſeleſs; For, a Miniſter F 
of the Goſpel, is hardly capable ,of raking 
any other cousſe, ofuling avy other: m wAG 
to-tyrther. the perſcycrance of the 
Faich and holineſs unto the "end, Wo 


by his diligence and faithfulneſs _ 


: 
F+ . 
1 
"x, A 
44 _ 
F 


4 . 


F* hvered by. God, to Fi ; 
2 his. hand to that . worthy work.. Shar 
> xine of 10N, AS. It. is com- 
i and. ,recciyed by oux Bre- 
pa Ws May. % -* Goſpel 
Pos: prpions, wer ons. yet uns . 7 
| Dodrine, 


| I "rk. EN NS. theſe yy ng | p, 


; {| chrca TOs urns, {a 
'F now w pt oh tor elſe Lok 3g 
 Þ 20d  pretling ale 
W | 46, or ved, rault niceds make © 2A Me 
"(© niftry every Whit as empty weight- 
+ {- 1s in; relpe&, of perſons alrcady 
1 and conyerted , | (at. leaſt as. to theis 
ÞF xeleverance. And our Brethrens Do- 
ine of perſeverance we” can. at no hand elaiz38 
Re to be innocent. from this great of- 4 
| RA 
, 16. Nor; can we apprebend, or con- 
; | - ceive; how, the : ſaid. Dodtrine, can with 
; 
| 


any reaſonable gloſs or interpretation, 
' bedrawn to-any good confiltency- with 
- | the wild XL God : but in our cyec £ 
Y xepreſenter weak, incongruous, an 
FJ, - incoherent with... himſelf, in. his Ki, | 
tions. upto men-,, For to us it ſeems 2 5... ks has. cl 
thing very prepoſterous, that God ſhquld men more <&£- 
lt a-man_ confidently to believe fc&ually pro - 
That he will irxc6ſtibly cauſe him zo per- rc 
levere, and eternally {aye him'; and yet pre- Redemprion 


fly .chreaten him alſo. with 1 he, > ar 


vi 


6 Mat. 34 t3- | 


bRevel,3.10, (vith! matiy 


| F rc, in” e' te hatf! 
bald Gul. 


"Tn 


WES to | s 


& to this G6 whit he hath, 

che buſineſs for: hit - would! it not be 1: 
yam coutfe for fuch a Parent to threatert 
chis 'Child with diſinheritin -him, in caſe 
[7 ſhould ome undyti af, + or unry< 


17. We find jn Sciiptute that God pro. 
pack and promiſerh great. rewatds- unto 
perleverance of his Saints.” Bit he that 
a ade amo the cid , ſhall be ſaved a: 
And again : \Be thou fairbful rho death; 
and 1 will 'give thie 'a Crown of Life ', 
fike. Now: we conceive that 
the perſeverance of the Saitits is -rendred: 
altogether pndagablc by the award of 
our Brethrens DoEfrine concerning 1t. For 
(as we formerly ſhewed and proved) no'_ 
a& to the performance whereof a man is 
Irreli Ribly drawn, of neceſlitated, (© thar it 
15, or was, not 1n his power to db'other- | 
wiſe, is by any principle * bf juſtice,, wile 
dom, or, equity, capable of reward; no more 
than ations | meetly natural are : nay, ſuch 
+ aQjons as theſe, are rather rewardablc © than 
the Loot, (as was ſhewel likewiſe) . 
id, if perſeverance were- abſo- } 
nach uncditkinedly promiſed unto - 


_— : 
C 
vo - 
ct 
IE - 


Is wichal ko C | 


inrs by God, then when he admonifhs 1 


Z CoM rning Perſe | ae ; 

TIS eth and chatgech them - to perſevere,” or 

tb F threatneth them jn caſe-they ſhall not per- 

a" ſevere, : he ſhould: admonith and” charge 

» JF chem w perform his promiſes, and threaten 

SF them for non-performance” of: them. This 

©: conſcquente/is undeniable according to the 
"F principles of our Brethrens' Doctrine; 

F God (ay they) hath poſitively and ab- 

7 folucely- promifed perſeverance, or the gift 

of ' perſeverance', unto the Saints, There- 

+ fore; when by pyecept or exhortation- he 

- requires perſeverance of 'them, or enjoyns 

" them to perſevere unto the end, he ' muſt 

>" | necds be cgnceived to 'require 'of them, 

a that which himſelf ſtands. bound by pro- 

X hen he 

p, 


mile to give. unto them. ' And ſow 
| threatneth them ( or indeed any others) . 
2-1 in caſe of Apoſtacy and bagk-ſliding, he 
-$ fhould threaten them (upon the account 
lf of fich a Dodrine) for not bemg om- 
f nipotent, or (which amounts to the fame 
| in ſubſtance) for not doing chat, which 
f is only proper for omnipotency' to 
0. 
| 19. We conceive yet further, that ſach 
- an abfolate promiſe of perſeverance, as 
our Brethren notion to be made by God 
* *F unto the Saints, is diametrally repugnant to 
| his Holineſs, and to the perte&t love 
| which he bears unto it in his Creature. . 
For the import of ſuch a promiſe, bemg 
+ plainly and right down interpreted arid 
” "utiderſtood, amounterh to as much, as it 
*F God ſhould be conceived to ſpeak thus 


b K unto 


' Concerning Perſeverance. E 4 
unto his Saiaes : Though/ye turn Sons, of” = 
Beligl, and walk according to. all the abo-. ''F 
minations of the World, commit adultery, 
murthex, - lie, ſteal, cozen, oppicls we 
your ſelves up 10 the pleaſures of the ficſhs 
and toall licentiouſnels, &c. yet fear not - 
the lofle'of my fayour, nor of the Kingdom | 
promiſed tnito you: I will love you with * 
my greateſt love, my love of EleQtion, in © 
the midfi of all theſe abominations ; and 
will pour clean water vpon- you for your 
waſhing, when I ſce my time : take you-no: 
care, no thought, when, of how, to repent : 
| will engage with ny omntpotency to 
bring you to repentance in due time, We 
tremble to put a promiſe of ſuch an horrid 
import, and conſequence as this, into the” 
mouth of the gnoft holy God. Nor are we -. 
able to underftand bow our Brethren, if they _ 
will be ingenuous, and own their ine _ 
all oyer.can deny,but that that abſolute pro- 
miſe of perſeverance, which they with {o 
much unadviſed heat: attribute unto God, 
is a promiſe of no whit better an interpreta- 
tion, or import, then ſo. AY | 

20, Nor do we know how to deliver of #4 
acquit our. Brethrens DoEtrine of perſe- | 
verance, from the high crime of turning all |; 
that moſt gracions Councel given by theHo- i 
ly Ghoſt unto the Saints, into weakneſs 
and folly, which confits, partly in the dili- | 
gent information which he gives them from "Ny 
place to place,- of Satans hoſtile, cruel, and Fj 
bloody nund and intentions againſt themy. 
4 part- ( be 


" <. x5 S425 3-2. 222, 4 5m, oo: =o a. 
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Y : le fratagerns, plors, ttiethods, and 
mgervoi mi Hinations againſt chem, part- 
in Fatvihing then ' with ſpiritual 
| Fall forts. whereby they may be 
able to grapple with him norwichſlanding ; 
| tly agai; 2 in thoſe frequent admqnitions, 
horrations, incoutagements to quit them- 
ves like mien in reſiſting him, which are 
in the Scriptures : and laſtly, in pro- 
g hisfear left Gran ſhould circumvent 
3 ws deceive them If itbe ſuppoſed that the 
> | Saints live tinder the protection, aredefend- 
| &d with the Id and Buckler, of an ab- 
B folate Decree; an unconditioned porter of 
. Þ perfeverance from God, all rg gs Sys 
racious applications of t 0 
5 =T rebr order to their perſeve- foo Keats 
-} rance, and to prevent their apoſtacy, bein p. 33H 339 
' | weighed in a juſt balance, will -be be fourd 5 
very lipht. | 
-21. Oar Brethren themſelves grant and 
teach (as we have heard) that the Saints 
themſelves, and true Beleevers, may poli 
\e fall into very horrid fins, as mutther, 
Itery, drunkenneſs, &c. yea and- may 
Keen nitently under the guile of them, i 
«Ppatteat for a time. Now we find in Gorips 
F'ture the expreſs will of God to be, That 
* | rad that do ſuch things as theſe, ſhould not 
1 his Kingdom. Kxow ye wot (faith the 
oy #- poſtic. if chatwhich he was now about to 
% 6 3* was nothin mg bat what every Chriſtian: 
> air kriew, Or my mizht- or ought to 


know )} 


_ E pe 


< OS 
.. Wa itn Deb 
- a © 
_ Lv ' | 
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-_ 


know) thot the anrightcous fall, not, inhuri, 


rhe kingdom of God? Be not deceived, a 
fornicators, mor! Idelators, nor- adultertrogrry, | 
AY #DEeeve Sor COVebons y HF drunkgrds, i tar, 
rewlers,nor extortioners, ſhall intuerit the Kang;, | 
dom of Gd. 1 Cor. 6 So EE 
with, * Epbeſ. 5-5, 6-Gah 5. 19, 20,21,Rev 
2 Ke wil here isno clauſe; of indul 

mentioned,orſomuch as;hintedinany oof the 
paſſages.on! che behalf of ſuch,yho have ſoms 
times been triends' of Chriſt, gr Belceversz 
and we judg it nole6s then a matter of, high 
miſdemeanor, ia Chriſtianity, fdr. men. ;to 
preſume to interline any Deglaration: made 
by the-Holy Ghoſt-Nay in the tormex of the 
two Texts:laftappointed at, ( viz. Revel.214 
_ 8.) the note of ugtverſality,novTes,is expres 
 Iy added tgone {pecies of tranſgreſſors(there 
' mentioned 'among others), and (according 
' t6 the judgment of Interpreters) is to be un». 
derſtood of the reſt. The tenor of thg 
place is this ; Bit the fearful, aud - nnbelee+ 
ving, and the abominable, and murtherers; 
and Whoremongers' ; and ſorcerers , aud 
Haolaters, and all liars, fall have their 
pars in the lake, which. burnetb with' firs 
_ and.”  brimffone : which is the. ſito 
deazln, The latter place of the. (ame Chags 
ter,s every whit.as emphatical to .our- pups 
pole ':- An4 there ſhall In No Wiſe: ent 
310 it [| new Feruſalem| Any Thing tht 
defileth, weitber ., W hatioever | worketh ah 0 
mination, or maketh a-lie : bnt they aþat art qui 
written it the Lambs Book, of life. ”_ 4 
cter Þ; 


Fiecds tos 


K__ an wa "3 


:Flxter clauſe (compared with, the former 
*F part of the verſe) notably. confuteth thas 
T Þvvk of Ele&ion which our Brethrea have 
'made. aber Book of ns, o_m 
ft#rfad, and eeving, an inable, 
I Avtherer., and TED eta &c. writ- 
ten; as well as Saints and Beleevers, There- 
fore the Lambs Book, of life, and our Bre- 
threns Book, are not Books of the ſame in- 
ſpiracion. 
22, 'We cannot: look upon our Bre- 


threns DoQrine touching perſeverance, but. 


wgratifyig, ſpiriting, and indulging the 
feſh;'and as weakening, flatting, cooling 
and" quenching the ſpirit in men. If the 
fleſh, 'or old man, in-the Saints, ſhould de- 
fire a Goſpel according to' their Genius: or 
Intereſt,” what other Goſpel could: they 
rather defire, then that, which ſhould 
warrant falvation upon the higheſt terms 
| aſſurance, though the fichh ſhould roare, 
and rant, diſport and magnific it ſelf in all 
| manner of impiety and ways of abomnati- 
on? 'Or what Dodtrine can there light- 
| a imagined of a more melancholy , 
camping, deading import unto the ſpi- 
'Tit, then that which inſureth a man , 
that though the - Spirit layeth aſide his 
z/ fits ſtill; interpoſerh- or - ac&- 
&b! little| in him, yea though he ſuffers 
'F him(elf:to be troden and trampled up- 
W-3 eavby ' the fleſh, [yet the Crown will 
oz Fibe. won _notwithiianding, and. the great : 
3 mice of calyation carried witha high hand? 
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| Concerning Perſeverance. | q 
Qr'is not this: the expreſs import T 
Brethrens Doctrine ot: ao7% 6. Jams oY x 
on'the contrary, what Doctrine can therg: 
be more, nipping , cutting, or cmcitying: 
to the fleſh, than we which avo 
imminerit &a lokng the Coy | 
of Life and y win and \ of gains: 
ing the vengeance. of eternal- fire, it the 
fleſh ſha)l be ſuffered to teign 3m men, of 
to, fulfil the Juſts ' and defires. of #8 I 
Again, what Dodrine can' there well: be |, 
fram'd, or ſuppoſed, which more natys; | . 
rally (ympathizeth with::the Intereſt of; Þ | 
the LETRG is more quickening, trengthens: | + 
faming unto him, tha (that, which, | ; 
Rte and;/yoking of, his! | : 
enemy oy fi:th, ſulpends the glory: and! | \ 
great things of the World to come, the! | - 
1mmortal. peace and. blefledoeſs of the] + 
"ſoul, upon ke hearkening unto his Couns: Þ | 
cels, . the obeying of his motions, and | ; 
the delivering up: the _ regiment hoth af | | 
foal and <bacy, into his Fond þ Or s 0 
rex the expreſs tendency ' and import ' ob | * 
the. Dodrine maintained by | us. againk}/ 
our Brethren in the great buſineſs ot pep 


ſeverance ? 


- 23.: Our Brethrens Dodtrine of 
toy: many ay and b=7 
tendet t, and” foment,. 
and evil furmiſes between Brethren.cii! 
Chrift, and ſugh as ought cordially to Jul 


xeverence, and ho one another. :For it! | 
teachetb, or Kroftyocaiona } | 


T the "Faith and love 'of thoſe; whom 'we 
ought -to love and honour, as Saints' and 
Brethren in Chriſt, to he no better, than 
the Faith and love of Hypocrites, Difſem- 
Slers, hollow Profeffors, &c. and is of the 
— Game tendency to occation them to mea- 
ſure. back again the ſame meaſure unto us. 
For we - cannot reaſonably judge - cicher 
'the Faith, or love of thoſe, whom we 
Rand molt bound by the Law of Chrjk, 
. £0 love, reverence, and honour as Saints 
-and Brethren, to be better, greater, or more 
fncere, than ſometimes we judged, 'or at 
teaſt ought tg have judged the Faith and 
dove of thoſf, to have been, whom that 
'Dodrine of perſeverance, "= we now 
oppoſe, teacheth us to | jadge to have 
been Hypocrites and« falſe-hearted, even 
then when this Faith and love . of theirs 
were, at the beſt. Fhis Argument is 
further proſ:cuted againſk Obje&tions., 
Redemption Redeemed , Page 342, 343» 
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Oc. 
24. We' find many inſtances upon 
| Eeripture Record of perfons, 'who have 
d fats, ſome totally, others, both totally 
and finally, fallen from the Grace and 
favour of God, having been truly in- 
terefſed in them before; as of David, So- 
lomm, the Galatians, and ſome orhers; 
Whole caſes in reference to their reſpe- 
Qive failings and apoſtacies, are par 
 Ticularly, and at large debated in the 
Harteenth Chapter ot the tate and off. 
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deemed : ſo that we forbear to. intift ' upon 
- 25, Weare not a little confirmed; thit 
- we have the right end- of the fiaff inthe 
ueſtion in hand, : by thoſe nurnerous and 
{2d examples amongſt ourſelves, of which 
we hear trom time to time; and. in per- 
ſons (not a few) well known unto ſome 
of us z- whom we have ſometimes looked 
upon, and this not with the eye: of cha» 
rity only, but of the moſt diftrict judge- 
ment whereof we were capable,' not ſfim- 
ply as perſons - truly ſanCtifed, and real 
Believers, but as Pillars of Ebriſtian Pro- 
about them , -as perſons 


feth1on ogg ; 
for their exemplary zeal, faithtulneſs and 
fruitfulneſs -in all well-doing,, mere like 
to fit at the right hand, and left, of 
Chriſt in his Kingdom, than any others 
known to us: who notwithſtanding 
fince have, with the Dog, returned to 
their vomit, and with the Sow clean 
waſhed , to their: wallowing in the. mire; 

26. Jn this point of diflent from our 
Brethren, we have likewiſe the great buſh 


our -back, which. voteth 'with us herein, 
and this with a nemine' contradirente, (as far 
as yct we underliand. . 'Hereof (we con» 
ceive,) good proot is made in the fifteenth 
Chapter of the latt-mentioned diſcourſes. 
..127i Laſilyy, We are: given to under- 
fand;-(ang jitome of us:know [the thing 


= p A - 4 PF X : "4 * . 0 \ Fr; 
. 4 y : ® H 
. ' TT! T2 , ; 
£ ” b. 
Me - - # * 'F ' 


= a IS ov hs Ke. wtee. Ti tvilnoco. Lac 


of Orthodox, and learned Antiquity at | 


more 


g __ » ry 
# Y tyore particularly) that-theve are very: few 
| of -noce. (if -any:)-amongſt our Proceſtanc 
'{ | Wrers- thernfelves, who do not in their 
Writings, now and: then, give-a clear and 
.and-fair- teſtimony to the tquth of that 
Doctrine;the cauſe whereof we now plead 
in-diflent. from our” Brethren.. Yea, ſomc 
of theſe, as MelanGhon, Muſculus and Hem- 
mingius by name, (to whom Luther him- 
ſelf, and others, might without any juft 
caule of exception, or offence, be added) 
ſtand fully declared in their writings for 
our ſenſe in the - preſent controverkie. 
Yea, the Synod of Dort it (elf in the 
tenth- particalar of the Agreement be- 
tween our Brethren, and us, in the point 
m hand, formerly expreſſed, declaring 
. their ſenſe -to be, that perſons ſupernatu- 
rally enlightened, and who bereby underſtand 
the things declared in the Word of God,to be 
 true', and yield: an Unteigned afſent to 
them, &c. may both totally and finally: fall 
away 3 do, in true conſtrudion, ſtand by 
us again(t our Brethren, in the Dodrine of 
wr | © perſeverance. This,” together with the 
ſh whole content and ſubſtance of | this: Rea- 
at | | fon beſides, is demonſizatwely* aſſerted in 
n, the latter part of the hfteenth Chapter of 
ar | the latenamed Book,from Pag, 383:to Pag. 
1 403. (inclufively.) | 
k } :-For a concluſion, we only add this : 
That there+'are two 'main- conſiderations 
- and grounds, { as 1may':be.obſerved: along 
- the premiſes); whichi(next' tor the ram 
yi 9 Autho- 


not to caſe EN to ut Ich pom = | 
articulars, relating to all t | 
of ringdpecified, in which we difſent 
in judg/ ment om our Brethren, . ' © 4 
x.: We canceive our Brethrens Do@rine; 
in all the- particularicies of | oar diſſent 
from it'(as they have been argued by us) 
tath 'in it a black thread of a manifeſt in- 
confiftenc? with rhe” nature and attributes 
of God, ftruck quite through it, and more 
eſpecially, and more” viſibly, with bis im- 
murability., funplicicy , - wiſdom, Grace , 
oodneis, juttice, and love to nkingd. In- 
Cans, that though we are moſt vehe- 
mently , and even paſſionately inclin'd tq 
unity and peace with our Brethren, in mat- 
ters of Faith; yet are we not able with 
the belt of our underſtandings to reconcile 
their -Do@rine in the points diſſented, 
with-/ theſe -glorious properties and per- 
fections' of '0ur ever-bleſſcd God. 
© 2+ Neither are we able by che moſi 
diligent, _ moſt unpartial ingagements 
of our Reafſq ns, Judgements, Conſcitences, | 
and Underſtandings,” to reduce our Bre- 
threns DodGrme, in the faid particulars, 
to 4ny tolerable conſiſtency with the In- 
tereſt or advancement of true godlinels 
31.-the ' Wotld. And ſome of us have 
—_ - how - that worthy Inftrument of 
God;: and Companion of Luther, in the 
Reforthation ( Melanithon we mean ) dach 
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'or de toly , cit 


IFN 
© , 


F *> 
. 


* * "7" aha ? 6 wo w FOEOTY 
—— — © +2 - 
x . , 4 
4 , ”- 


tunately requeſt young men to take heed 
of ſuch rines, or opinions, which (as 
he expreſſeth it ) are in Dewm contumelioſg, 


' & bonis moribus noxia, i. e- reproachful un- 


to God, and pernicious to good works, 


(ſpeaking of thoſe very opinions,which our 


Brethren maintain in_ oppoſition to us, ac* 
cording to the tenor .of the premiſes.) 
We, through the Grace of God vouch- 
ſafed unto us, truly and ardently love him; 
and cannot bear a thought or apprehen- 
fion , which we jucge unworthy of him, 

| to his Grace, or 


Glory otherwile. © 


